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Borough’s Old And New Players
Nuneaton Borough FC announce that last season’s players 
who have re-signed are A. Barber, F. Woolner, S. Smith, 
E. Thornton, M. Snowball, D. Kernick, T. Hughes, T. Whitcroft, 
C. Phillips, W. Jessop, H. Upton, J. Bottrill, M. Hartopp, 
J. Keeling, D. Townsend, M. Porter, R. Lines, C. Evans, T. Phillips.

The new signings are: J. Ayton, former Leicester City inside-
forward; S. Bromley, an inside-forward who had league 
experience with Walsall FC last season; A. Pollard, inside-
forward, Brierley Hill and former Aston Villa player; J. Davison, 
full-back with Hinckley Athletic last season; S. Deeley, centre-
forward with Dudley last season and formerly with Aston Villa; 
S. James, former Birmingham City winger who was with Lye 
Town last season; D. West, left-back from Symington Sports; 
C. Brain, centre or inside-forward recently demobilised from 
RAF, who was with Atherstone Town; I. Gazeley, who returns to 
the club on completion of National Service.

The players report for training on Tuesday next and practice 
matches both private and public will be played on dates 
between August 5 and 19. Local players desirous of having a 
trial with the club should send particulars to Mr W. Boffin, 4, 
Kingsway, Nuneaton, or to the hon. secretary, Mr P. Osborne, 
Newtown Road, Nuneaton.

It is announced that the prices of admission to Manor 
Park next season will be: Birmingham and District League 
matches: admission to ground, adults 1s. 3d., boys 9d., stand 
1s. 3d. extra (tax inclusive); South Warwickshire League 
matches: admission to ground, adults 9d., boys 6d., stand 6d. 
extra (tax inclusive).

Season tickets admitting holder to all the league matches, 
including stand, 50s. (tax inclusive).

The directors reluctantly have decided to make a small increase 
to the ground charge for the Birmingham and District League 
fixtures, thus falling in line with many of the other clubs in the 
competition. Practically all the clubs were making this charge 
last season in view of the cost of materials, equipment, etc., 
which has increased 50 per cent, during the past two seasons.

Borough Lose Morrow
Hughie Morrow will not be 
staying with the Borough after 
all. He has signed this week for 
Lockheed, his former club, and 
it is understood that he will 
reside in Leamington.

To counteract the departure of 
Morrow, Borough directors are 
negotiating for the signature of 
another forward with previous 

League experience. Should these efforts be successful he 
will be included in Saturday’s trial game.

Final Trial Match
Nuneaton Borough’s trial match at Manor Park on Saturday, 
revealed little that was not already known. It served in 
the main to show that the majority of last season’s well 
established regulars have lost none of their skill during the 
close season.

There were, however, one of two other bright spots which 
gave a certain amount of satisfaction. One of these came 
from the latest signing, outside-right Bobby Barker, from 
Worcester City, whose performance did much to ease the 
minds of those fearing the worst now that Morrow has left 
for Lockheed. On this showing it would appear that Hughie’s 
departure might not be so badly felt as some though 
originally. Barker displayed a fine turn of speed, a natural 
tendency to move into the middle to add to a defence’s 
discomfiture, and was not afraid to shoot when the occasion 
presented itself.

Another new boy to shine was ex-Walsall player Bromley – a 
tireless right-half, who characterised his play with some 
accurate passing as he moved up as a sixth forward. With 
Dudley Kernick, his counterpart, and a regular member of 
last season’s side also putting up a competent performance, 
an obvious difficulty cropped up as to the occupier of the 
position.

Kernick, in fact, featured in the highlight of the match when 
he cracked in a 30 yards left-footer, which flew into the corner 
of the net past the helpless Barber.

Talking of Barber, I doubt whether he has ever had a harder 
trial game. In the second half, particularly, he was kept 
constantly on his toes, and only by bringing off his very best 
did he keep down the Red and White goal tally to two.

Apart from one mistake which gave Cyril Phillips an easy goal, 
Tommy Hughes behaved with all his old assurance, while 
Mick Snowball carried on where he left off last April, playing 
as well as ever.

Stan Smith has had more comfortable matches, but he is 
unlikely to meet a smarter winger during the season than Bill 
Jessop. The outside-left seemed to be fully recovered from 
the injury which caused him so much trouble last season. 
Tommy Whitcroft had a quiet game, contenting himself with 
taking things easy.

With all members of last season’s defence available, the 
Borough have players whose abilities are unquestioned, but 
in attack it is a somewhat different proposition. Problem 
spots may well be the three inside forward positions. Not 
enough was seen of Ayton (Leicester City), Deeley (Dudley), 
Pollard (Brierley Hill) and other newcomers to form any 
sound opinion and whether three of them can blend together 
into a goalscoring trio remains to be seen.

New right-winger James was given few opportunities to 
shine. The score, if it matters, was Blue and Whites 2 (Pollard 
and Deeley), Red and Whites 2 (Phillips and Kernick).
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1954-55

 Nuneaton Borough v Hednesford Town 21-08-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Barker, Phillips, Ayton and Jessop.
Hednesford: Turner; Smith and H. Hill; Dyas, Dew and Lee; Boot, 
Toussaint, D. Hill, Corbett and Cole.

This was the Borough team which drew with Hednesford in the opening 
match of the season. Back row (left to right): Barker, Dave Lapworth 
(trainer), Phillips, Whitcroft, Barber, Ayton, Thornton. Front row: James, 
Bromley, Hughes, Snowball, Jessop.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Borough welcomed Hednesford Town to Manor Park for the 
first Birmingham League (Northern) game of the season.

Between the 12th and 15th minute of the first-half, Hednesford 
got three goals. Corbett obtained the first from a free-kick, and 
there followed almost immediately two more of the gift variety. 
The first came when Barber, out of goal, was unable to get back 
in time to prevent a Bromley pass intended for the goalkeeper, 
crossing the line; the other when a Toussaint shot struck 
Whitcroft and was deflected into the net.

Both before and after these shock goals, Borough were 
the better side. In fact, for most of the second-half the 
Hednesford defence was kept working at full stretch and was 
lucky to concede only three goals.

Barker made all the running for James to slip the ball past 
Turner for Borough’s opening goal after half-an-hour’s play. 
At 70 minutes Ayton rounded off good work by James to get 
the second; and seven minutes from the end the same player 
got an equaliser with a cleverly-placed shot.

Although Borough had their faults, they hit back so hard after 
that disastrous three-minute first-half spell that supporters 
went home feeling quite satisfied. Certainly it had been a 
good game to watch and certainly Borough, with a little 
luck would have converted that three-goal deficit into a 
convincing victory.

The general impression left by the game was that here again 
was another very useful Borough side in the making. All the 
new players did well. Bromley was an indefatigable worker 
at right-half and never neglected to go up with his forwards. 
Barker and Ayton were inside men not afraid to hold the ball, 
while James was perhaps the most effective forward because 
he cut out the frills and wasted no chances of having a crack 
at goal. Jessop would have done better had he adopted the 
same routine. Phillips made little impression on Dew.

Obviously there is plenty of craft in this Borough attack, but 
can the forwards match that craft with shooting ability? If 
they can, then there may not be a great deal to worry about.

Hednesford were flattered by the result. Two very lucky goals 
put them in a position their play never warranted. Even so 
they were lucky to share the points.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 23-08-1954 
Wolves A: Sidebottom; Showell and Harris; Bolton, Wolverson and 
Howells; Lill, Thomson, Bonson, Murray and Booth.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Barker, Phillips, Pollard and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to face Wolves A in a Birmingham 
League (Northern) fixture.

Borough were compelled to make one change. Ayton, who 
scored two of the three goals against Hednesford, had a 
swollen knee and his place was taken by Pollard, who was 
not nearly so effective, and Phillips again had a lean time.

James “Bobby” Barker and Jessop often had the strong 
Wolves’ defence in dire straits. Barker was a human dynamo; 
he kept up a terrific pace throughout and carved many 
openings. James and Jessop were first-rate wingers.

Wolves took the lead after 15 minutes when Murray shot past 
Barber following a clever run by Lill. Borough fought back 
like tigers and Sidebottom was lucky to save one shot from 
Barker and then Phillips missed an easy chance.

Borough equalised seven minutes after the break when a long 
ball up the middle saw Phillips shoot hard at Sidebottom, 
who partially saved, but the ball crossed the line and ended 
up in the bottom of the net. Phillips looked to be in an offside 
position, but neither referee or linesman indicated that such 
was the case.

Eight minutes later, following a delightful run by Jessop and a 
clever inside pass to Whitcroft, the latter raced on a few yards 
and then delivered a scorching shot, which on its way into 
the net touched a home defender, putting Sidebottom in a 
hopeless position to save. Borough held their lead until, with 
six minutes to play the winger again went round Snowball 
and squared to Murray, who prodded it into the net to make 
the score 2-2.

The defence put up a fine show against a fast-moving attack 
in which the young Wolves’ outside-right Lill, was ever a 
shining light. It was he who led the final desperate Wolves’ 



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 2

257 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

effort to stave off defeat. He was constantly given the ball and 
Snowball made the mistake of retreating before him. Twice 
Lill rounded the left-back and came in along the dead-ball 
line and squared across the goalmouth, but the ball was 
scrambled away.

All told this was a grand Borough performance. Thornton had 
a very good match at right back, and Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft formed a particularly solid half-back line. Bonson 
tried his hardest to upset Hughes, but failed in his task. On 
the whole it was a fascinating struggle between two strong 
and well-matched sides.

The Borough Reserves side which beat Bedworth Reserves 3-2 at the 
Oval on Monday evening. Front row (left to right): Keeling, Smith, Evans, 
Powell, Saunders, Bassett. Back row: Davison, Upton, Thornton, Bache, 
Bottrill, A. Johnson (trainer). Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 28-08-1954 
Tamworth: Lewis; Montgomery and Kelley; Shilton, Deakin and 
Greenway; Chapman, Gabbett, Stokes, Morrall and Marriott.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Barker, Phillips, Ayton and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Lamb to take on Tamworth 
in a Birmingham League (Northern) match.

One might imagine from the final score that this was a very 
close struggle between two well-matched teams. On the 
contrary, but for a brilliant display of goalkeeping by Lewis, 
the former Borough Reserves left-back, and some truly 
wretched finishing by the Borough forwards, the visitors 
could have won with several goals to spare.

Lewis often stood between the Borough forwards and a goal. 
He made several noteworthy saves, cut out a whole series 
of crosses from the Borough wingers, particularly from Bill 
Jessop, who had a field day, and generally proved himself the 
saviour of his side. James, on the right-wing, also had a good 
match, as did Barker. It was therefore a pity that so much 
good midfield and first-class approach work should have 
ended so dismally.

Tamworth started the match on a high note and could 
have notched a couple of goals in the first ten minutes. But 
Borough pulled themselves together, and slowly but surely 
gained the upper hand. During the last 20 minutes of the first-
half Lewis was the busiest man on the field, and anything 
within reach he dealt with coolly and confidently.

From half-time until the final whistle it was a one-horse race. 
So one-sided became the proceedings that it is scarcely 
believable that a side doing so much attacking as did 
Borough could have scored but one goal, which came after 
52 minutes when Whitcroft pushed through a perfect ball to 
Phillips, who slipped it past the advancing Lewis.

The sum result of all this was that although Borough were 
the complete masters territorially Tamworth, right to the last 
kick, had a chance of equalising that lone Phillips’ goal. What 
worries the visitors had were of their own making. Compared 
with Lewis, Barber had a busman’s holiday but when called 
upon showed excellent judgment and a safe pair of hands. 
After that early Tamworth flurry, the Borough defence was not 
unduly worried, thanks to a strong half-back line. The young 
Stokes had little or no chance against Hughes, and seldom 
had a look at goal. The Tamworth right-back Montgomery 
could do little or nothing  in the way of subduing Jessop, who 
did almost as he pleased. Kelley did a little better against 
James, yet he too was often left standing.

It was unfortunate that the visitors should have displayed so 
much cleverness in midfield and on their way to goal and yet 
have so few ideas when it came to shooting. The fact is that 
goals get points and not midfield cleverness.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston Town 04-09-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Barker, Phillips, Evans and Jessop.
Bilston: Harris; Price and Wright; Weatherburn, Wakeman and Pearson; 
Gandy, Kirkham, Cook, Hicklin and Whitehall.

Borough welcomed Bilston Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

Unbeaten Bilston came a cropper, but played well enough to 
suggest they will not be far away from the top of the Northern 
Section at the end of the season. Borough were the masters 
in the opening half and owed their 3-0 interval lead to the fact 
that they took their chances. Up to half-time Borough played 
some first-class football. Bilston, too, were smart in their 
approach work, but were not nearly so impressive near goal.

At half-time, however, Bill Jessop, who had been brilliant in 
the first-half, was found to be suffering from a pulled thigh 
muscle, while Bobby Barker had a tap on the ankle and 
changed places with James. With both wingers limping, 
Borough lost a good deal of their first-half sparkle and for the 
first 20 minutes or so after the change of ends Bilston looked 
the better side.

Borough opened the scoring after 15 minutes, with a real 
beauty. Jessop came tearing in from off the left-wing and 
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when stopped the ball ran to James. Meanwhile Jessop had 
continued across field and was now on the right wing. James 
slipped him the ball and taking deliberate aim Jessop swung 
across a perfect centre which Phillips met with his head and 
placed in the net.

The second goal came in the 26th minute. Jessop crossed 
the ball from the left, Phillips put against a post and the 
ball rebounded to James who beat Harris from close range. 
Tommy Whitcroft made all the running for Borough’s third 
goal at 30 minutes. He secured possession on the left wing, 
weaved his way through the Bilston defence and came out 
clear with the ball at his feet to the right of the visitors’ goal. 
Everybody expected him to shoot. Instead he squared the 
ball across to Jessop, who wasted no time in slamming the 
ball into the back of the net.

After 38 minutes Bilston were awarded a penalty kick 
following a handball offence by Snowball, but Whitehall’s 
spot kick was saved by Barber, who dived to his left and 
punched the ball away.

Hicklin reduced the lead 15 minutes after half-time with a snap 
shot, but six minutes later James got the fourth goal when he 
received a pass from Phillips and, from well outside the area, 
swept a low ball in front and across Harris into the far corner of 
the net to restore Borough’s three-goal advantage.

Until Jessop and Barker were slowed down by injuries, 
Borough forwards did well and showed better shooting 
powers than in any previous games this season. Afterwards 
the club’s real need was clearly indicated – a leader who can 
hold and use the ball.

 Brush Sports v Nuneaton Borough 11-09-1954 
Brush Sports: Broadaway; Charles and Harvey; Barker, Hodges and 
Holland; Naylor, Carrington, Smith, Sinclair and Wilson.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Holroyd, Evans and R. Barker.

Borough made the journey to Loughborough to face Brush 
Sports in a Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

Borough can consider themselves a shade fortunate to have 
secured a draw, but oddly enough, they should have won the 
game in the last ten minutes. First Phillips got clean through 
on the left and came in along the dead-ball line to within a 
few yards of goal. Broadaway was at the near post and bang 
in front of what to all intents and purposes was an empty net 
were three unmarked Borough forwards.

Phillips had only to square the ball and one of the three 
forwards must have scored – instead, he tried a shot – and hit 
the post. A minute or so later Charlie Evans broke through. 
Here again were two Borough forwards in excellent scoring 
positions. Instead of passing, Evans tried a shot which was 
easily saved.

The teams were very evenly matched in the first-half and 
there was no scoring until five minutes from the interval. 

Bromley, instead of kicking clear first time, tried to dribble 
and lost the ball, which was pushed out to the left-wing. 
Sinclair sent in a low shot. Barber got down to the ball, but 
allowed it to escape his grasp and it spun out of his hands 
and over the goal-line.

From that point until the last 15 minutes or so, Brush 
were the better team and two or three times went near to 
increasing their lead. Borough appeared to lose their poise 
and the defence was kept hard at it. However, despite his 
earlier blunder – his one mistake – Barber remained cool and 
kept his goal intact.

Then with just two minutes to go, newcomer Holroyd pushed 
a ball through the middle to Phillips. The latter ran through 
unchallenged and as Broadaway came out to meet him, 
steered the ball low into the far corner of the net near the post.

Holroyd found the jump from junior to this type of football 
too much for him. Still, he has ideas and should be 
persevered with in the Reserves. In any case he had few really 
good passes to work with.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 13-09-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Deeley, Evans and Barker.
Brierley Hill: Dillon; Gorman and Harris; Poyner, Lewis and Cooper; 
Clements, Allsopp, Maiden, Corbett and Bennett.

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park on 
Monday evening for a Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

Sooner or later Borough’s struggle for goals was bound to 
bring about their defeat. It did just that – and will do so again 
if the forwards do not mend their ways.

Right from the start of the season goals have not come the 
easy way, and the absence of Jessop these last two games 
has only aggravated the position. This time Deeley was given 
the leadership of the attack. While he did not play badly and 
at times gave his colleagues some nice passes he did not 
solve the leadership problem.

Borough had more scoring chances than the Alliance, but 
showed little idea of marksmanship. Brierley Hill, too, were 
no great shakes in front of goal, though looking more likely 
scorers than their opponents. Next to their inability to get 
goals, Borough’s big weakness was that the inside men did 
not drop back to fill those gaping holes in midfield. And a 
team which leaves open spaces just asks for trouble.

Borough got off to a bad start when after only five minutes’ 
play Evans failed with a penalty kick for a foul on Deeley. His 
weak shot was pushed out by Dillon. Whether or not that 
had anything to do with the team’s subsequent indifferent 
performance one doesn’t know - but missed penalty kicks are 
unlikely to encourage a team.

Brierley opened their account after half-an-hour, when the 
ball was crossed from right to left for Bennett to return it to 
Clements who, in the inside right position, easily beat Barber.
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Borough equalised five minutes before half-time when James 
squared the ball perfectly to Phillips who turned it into the net. 
The Alliance got the winning goal in the 60th minute when with 
the Borough defence all at sea and Barber out of goal, the ball 
was pushed across goal for Clements again to score.

It is a pity Borough should have lost a game they could have 
won, for up to this game, apart from a certain amount of goal-
shyness, they have been playing well.

 Nuneaton Borough v Leek Town 18-09-1954 
Borough: Barber; Smith and Thornton; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
James, Phillips, Snowball, Evans and Jessop.
Leek Town: Galgani; Cumberlage and Bates; Hall, Jackson and Pointon; 
Shaw, Hill, Hughes, Betteridge and Bond.

Borough welcomed Leek Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

Seeing that he scored three goals himself and that this was 
Borough’s highest goals total of the season, the experiment 
of playing Mick Snowball at centre-forward against unbeaten 
Leek Town may be considered a success. To start with Borough 
just couldn’t get together and goals looked as far away as ever. 
On the other hand Leek served up some football worthy of 
an unbeaten side. Keeping the ball on the turf, their forwards 
moved sweetly and the home defence was often in trouble. It 
came as no real surprise when, after 23 minutes Hill, put clean 
through, went on to beat Barber easily from close range.

Borough’s display thus far had little to commend it. Snowball, 
playing deep behind his inside forwards, was working hard 
without getting any scoring chances. Then, three minutes 
before half-time, following an Evans’ cross, and after Phillips 
had put against a post, Snowball nodded the ball into the 
net to equalise. A minute later Jessop pulled back a ball 
beautifully from almost off the dead-ball line. Snowball met 
the centre with his head and easily beat Galgani.

After that there was never really any doubt as to Borough’s 
superiority. Snowball completed his hat-trick in the 55th 
minutes with another header, this time from Phillips centre. 
Although a minute later Betteridge reduced the lead with a 
spectactular left-foot drive taken on the turn, Borough went 
on hammering away at the Leek defence, which was taking 
heavy punishment. At 65 minutes Phillips turned into the net 
a Kernick free-kick. The same player completed the scoring 
from a Jessop centre.

It took Borough a long while to settle down. The changes 
made in the defence seemed to unsettle it, and it was not 
until the second half that it really got to grips with the clever 
Leek forwards, ably prompted by Hill and Betteridge, two 
very astute inside men.

The Borough attack too took a long time to get together but 
during the last half-hour was running the Leek defence off 
its feet. Indeed in the end the League newcomers were very 
fortunate not to have conceded more than five goals.

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 20-09-1954 
Brierley Hill: Johnson; Pestridge and Harris; Foyner, Lewis and Cooper; 
Glaze, Allsopp, Maiden, Corbett and Clements.
Borough: Barber; Smith and Thornton; Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
James, Phillips, Snowball, Bromley and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Brierley Hill Alliance for a 
Monday evening Maserfield Cup tie.

If ever a game was won by the luck of the toss it was this one. 
In winning the toss Brierley Hill set Borough to play up the 
slope against a gale-like wind and a dazzling sun. The game 
was won and lost before half-time.

It was obvious right from the start that Borough’s only hope 
was to keep the first-half Brierley score down. They were 
doing all right until seven minutes before half-time when 
they were only a couple of goals down, but in those last seven 
minutes of the half, Alliance banged in two more goals to 
make the score 4-0.

Nobody expected the Borough to pull the game around. If 
they did, then their hopes vanished less than 15 minutes after 
the break when Stan Smith was injured in a collision and was 
taken to hospital with concussion. This meant that Snowball, 
who had just had a fine shot brilliantly saved by Johnson, 
had to be withdrawn from the attack to play in the defence, 
leaving four forwards to try to wipe out the four goals deficit.

In the first-half Barber had to face an almost blinding sun; 
in fact, it is doubtful whether he saw all the balls that went 
past him into the net. The sun had disappeared by half-time 
so that Johnson had no such problems. It was odd then, that 
seven minutes before the end he allowed a shot from Phillips 
to go through his legs and into the net.

Under such conditions as these good football was out of the 
question. Three of Brierley’s goals came from corner kicks and 
one of the other two was due to a mistake between Barber and 
Thornton. The home side won because they had the better 
ideas as to what to do in such conditions. Borough made the 
mistake of trying to play football, and both James and Jessop 
were at fault in holding the ball too much in the second half.

The Alliance scorers were: Corbett (10 minutes); Allsopp (20 
minutes); Maiden (37 minutes); Glaze (41 minutes); Clements 
(76 minutes). Phillips scored for Borough in the 75th minute.

 Wellington Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 25-09-1954 
Wellington: Leach; Hardy and Perry; Hammond, Smith and Evans; Skull, 
Barton, Cree, Walford and Price.
Borough: Barber; Davidson and Thornton; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Snowball, Barker and Jessop.

Borough journeyed to The Bucks Head to take on Wellington 
Town Reserves in a Birmingham League (Northern) game.

We saw Borough in two entirely different moods at Wellington 
on Saturday. In the first-half their finishing was so shocking 
that instead of leading 5-2 at the interval as they should have 
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been, they crossed over 2-1 down. Then, in the second half 
they, or rather Snowball, made goalscoring look just as easy as 
it had been made look difficult before half-time.

It was obvious right from the start that the home defence was 
in no shape to stop any forward line that could play football – 
or at least shoot. For it was as wide open as a barn door. The 
Borough forwards got through as easy as shelling peas only 
to fail miserably in front of goal.

On five occasions in the first-half a visiting forward found 
himself with only goalkeeper Leach to beat and yet Borough 
could only manage one goal. That success came after only ten 
minutes, when a perfect James’ centre found Phillips in an 
unmarked position and the inside-right scored easily.

Before this Barker had shot wide with only the goalkeeper to 
beat. He missed again later. Then both Phillips and James 
failed to beat Leach after breaking right through. On the other 
hand Wellington had two shots at goal and scored twice. After 
21 minutes a free-kick was awarded against Eddie Thornton 
to the right of the penalty area. Centre-forward Cree took the 
kick and it struck Thornton on the way into the net.

On 35 minutes  a long through ball found Cree. As two 
Borough defenders closed in on him the centre-forward let fly 
and before Barber could move the ball was hitting the back of 
the net. It was a brilliant shot from fully 30 yards.

Borough looked just as unconvincing near goal for the first 15 
minutes after the break, then, in the 60th minute, Barker pushed 
a nice ball through to Snowball. The Borough leader dashed 
through and beat Leach with a neatly placed left-foot ground 
shot to level the scores. That goal set Borough alight and there 
was never any doubt afterwards as to which team would win. 
Five minutes after scoring the equaliser Snowball put his side 
ahead with a really cleverly taken goal. Another through pass 
reached the centre-forward. He was completely unmarked. 
Leach had no alternative but to leave goal. As he came out 
Snowball lifted the ball over his head into the empty net.

In another five minutes Snowball completed his hat-trick, 
his second in three games. Fifteen minutes from the end 
Snowball again broke through, this time in the inside-left 
position. He closed in on Leach and then shot with his left-
foot towards the far post. Leach got to the ball but failed to 
hold it and Jessop banged it home. Outstanding for Borough 
were Hughes, Thornton, Whitcroft and Snowball.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 02-10-1954 
Walsall: Chilvers; Fort and Pritchett; Ferriday, H. Davis and Hall; 
Myerscough, Maher, L. Davis, Allen and Cousans.
Borough: Barber; Davison and Thornton; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Snowball, Pollard and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Walsall Reserves for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

This was unquestionably Borough’s best performance of the 
season. Unbeaten, Walsall Reserves included six players who 

were in the Third Division side a week before, but were well 
and truly trounced by a team which really hit the highspots.

Walsall started off as though Borough were going to find it 
hard going to maintain their own unbeaten record. The home 
side put in quite a few nice looking moves and should have 
gone ahead when Cousans put the ball across an empty net.

Then, in the eighth minute, like a bolt from the blue, came 
a Borough goal in what was practically their first attack. 
There seemed little danger when Jessop received the ball 
not more than 20 yards inside the Walsall half. But from near 
the touch-line he centred. The ball passed over the heads of 
the Walsall defenders and dropped to the feet of Stan James, 
who controlled the ball, picked his spot and crashed the ball 
past a helpless Chilvers into the roof of the net.

It came as no surprise when in the 20th minute Borough 
increased their lead. The credit must go to Pollard. He burst 
through in the inside-right position and unleashed a hard 
drive. The ball hit a post and rebounded to Snowball, who 
prodded the ball into the net.

After that Walsall just went to pieces. There was not the 
slightest semblance of order in their ranks and after half-time 
Hall, the left-half, changed places with H. Davis at centre-half. 
But Hall had more success in stopping the Borough forwards 
and six minutes after half-time came a third Borough goal, 
Fort slicing the ball into his own net in trying to clear a short-
range Jessop shot.

After 62 minutes came Borough’s fourth and final goal – and 
what a goal! A long ball down the right wing saw James 
streak after it. At the same time Chilvers came tearing out of 
goal. It was a question of who would get there first. James 
managed it by a split second. The two players collided – but 
the ball went speeding towards the empty net.

Altogether this was an impressive performance by a Borough 
team which never took its teeth out of its quarry until the 
latter was incapable, through the battering it had received, of 
showing fight.

Maltese Player For Borough?
Negotiations which have been going on for several weeks 
now may be concluded by the weekend whereby Joseph 
Camilleri, a Maltese international inside-forward, may 
play for the Borough.

Camilleri, who is 27 years of age, has represented his 
country against all the best Continental sides and the 
club has received permission for him to play for Borough 
only whilst he resides in the United Kingdom.

He is a professional, has agreed to terms, and has signed 
forms for Borough. Confirmation of his registration from 
the Football ASsociation is now awaited. If confirmation 
is received in time Camilleri will play for the Reserves at 
Birch Coppice tomorrow. 
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 Shrewsbury Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 02-10-1954 
Shrewsbury: Heywood; Manders and Hobson; Cawley, Atkins and 
Crutchley; Harris, Hudson, McGuire, Brennan and Edgley.
Borough: Barber; Davison and Thornton; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Barker, Phillips, Pollard and Jessop.

Borough travelled to the Gay Meadow to face Shrewsbury 
Town Reserves in a Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Snowball’s absence was keenly felt and the forward line was 
a shadow of what it was at Walsall the week before. In fact 
poor marksmanship had more to do with Borough’s failure 
than anything else. On more than one occasion a Borough 
forward found himself with only goalkeeper Heywood to 
beat, but failed to score because of a lack of ball control.

Shrewsbury opened the scoring after 12 minutes when Harris 
fired in a hard shot. Barber positioned himself to save but 
at the very last second, Brennan got his head to the ball and 
deflected it out of the goalkeeper’s reach.

The lively McGuire scored another two goals in the second 
half to put the final nail in Borough’s coffin, for with only two 
half-chances he outwitted the Borough defence and closed in 
to slip the ball out of Barber’s reach into the net.

Borough’s goal was scored by Pollard, who forced the ball 
past Heywood from a Jessop centre – it was an easy goal, but 
no easier than some of the chances that had already been 
missed earlier in the game.

Territorially there was nothing in it. Borough did quite as 
much pressing as the home side. The difference between the 
teams was that whereas the Shrewsbury forwards moved 
sweetly with well-judged passes, the Borough front-line never 
really got down to the job in hand, played much too closely 
and showed little or no shooting ability.

Towards the end Whitcroft tried hard to show the forwards the 
way to goal and ten minutes from the end caused Heywood to 
make his best save of the match from a hard drive. This effort 
apart the goalkeeper had a surprisingly easy time in goal.

Barber was much busier at the other end and was probably 
the one Borough player to live up to his reputation. 
Shrewsbury spoilt a good afternoon’s work by slacking off so 
perceptibly towards the end. It could have proved fatal had 
the Borough had forwards who could shoot, but they hadn’t 
and that was the principal cause of their defeat.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 16-10-1954 
Borough: J. Thornton; Davison and E. Thornton; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Pollard, Snowball, Evans and Jessop.
Hinckley: Langstone; Shepherd and Howe; Brews, Kirton and Bunt; 
Grant, Riley, Burnett, Grummitt and Perry.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Borough were more than a shade lucky in beating their old 
rivals. Had the Athletic been better in front of goal Borough 

would have been in serious grouble. As it was they must be 
thankful that they got a penalty goal, for at that point Hinckley 
looked likely winners. Not that it was a doubtful penalty. Far 
from it, for Brews used his hands to beat down a Pollard shot 
headed for the net, with goalkeeper Langstone out of position.

Borough never looked anything but a very mediocre side on 
this occasion and the really good moves they made could 
have been counted on the fingers of one hand. The forwards 
were always struggling and never looked likely to get into top 
gear. Apart from Pollard, James was the only other forward 
who looked like scoring.

Borough owed much for their narrow victory to the 
opportunism of Pollard, who scored the first two goals 
himself and caused Brews to give away that all-important 
penalty kick at a most crucial stage of the game.

Pollard got his first goal after only five minutes. A Hinckley 
defender made a hash of clearing a James’ centre and Pollard 
was on the spot to put the ball past Langstone into the net. 
His second goal was a real beauty. He received the ball some 
distance out following a left-wing move and without hesitation 
slammed in a glorious shot which Langstone most likely never 
saw. Those two goals gave Borough a flattering half-time lead.

After the break Bunt and Brews pushed through some 
delightful ground passes which often caught the Borough 
defence on the hop, and one of many of their left-wing moves 
ended in Burnett heading towards goal. The ball fizzed off 
the wet pitch and although John Thornton got down to it, he 
could not prevent it going into the net.

The 59th minute goal set the visitors alight and for some time 
the Borough defence was sorely pressed. Six minutes later 
Davison fouled Grummitt and conceded a penalty from which 
Brews levelled the scores at 2-2 which is how it remained 
until the 72nd minute when Jessop decided the issue with 
that penalty kick.

Norman Wisdom In Nuneaton
Norman Wisdom, the famous 
stage, screen and television 
comedian visited Nuneaton on 
Monday and spent the morning 
at Nuneaton Engineering 
Company’s works at Tuttle Hill. 
He lunched at the Chase Hotel, 
and afterwards dashed back to 
London to appear in a show at 
the Palladium.

Mr F. P. Birch, managing-director of Nuneaton 
Engineering Company, told our reporter that Mr Wisdom, 
who is a director of a brick-making firm, visited the works 
with co-directors in order to inspect a brick-making 
machine made by the company.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Birch Coppice Colliery 23-10-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Bromley, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Pollard, Sanders, Camilleri and Jessop.
Birch Coppice: Scotchbrook; Gaylor and Hawkins; Bowler, Godderidge 
and Bond; Richards, Sweet and Meaking.

Borough welcomed Birch Coppice Colliery to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) fixture. 

The game was doomed as entertainment even before it 
started, for two of the Colliery forwards – Fowkes and Austin 
failed to put in an appearance. The interest had gone before 
a ball had been kicked. If there are any bouquets to be 
handed out they should go to the Colliery’s nine men. They 
well deserved the generous applause they received from the 
crowd at the final whistle.

Borough were attacking for perhaps 80 per cent of the game, 
and it is a sad reflection on their marksmanship that they 
only had three good shots from start to finish. Sanders got 
the first goal, but it was not until the 84th minute that James 
headed the second goal into the net. In the last minute 
Hawkins put through his own goal to make the score 3-0.

It was rather surprising to see the Borough defence 
occasionally worried by the Colliery’s three forwards, who, 
despite big odds, made quite a few likely looking incursions 
into the Borough half.

Generally speaking, however, numbers told against the 
visitors and compared with Scotchbrook, Barber had an 
easy afternoon in goal. By and large this was another very 
disappointing Borough display. Coming so close to the 
club’s entry into the FA Cup it is most disturbing and causing 
despondency among supporters.

Mick Snowball in his old pace at left-back did a lot of good 
work; Tommy Bromley is bang off colour and definitely 
struggling. Yet the real trouble is the attack. There lies the 
root of most of the trouble.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bloxwich Strollers 30-10-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Botterill, Sanders, Pollard and Jessop.
Bloxwich: A. Wakeman; Boyden and Jackson; Lyons, Scarlett and 
Nicholls; M. Wakeman, Dyke, Wilson, Hamm and Condie.

Borough welcomed Bloxwich Strollers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Borough had to struggle hard to beat a moderate Bloxwich 
side with the game notable for the wretched quality of the 
finishing of both sets of forwards.

There was a slight improvement in the quality of Borough’s 
play in the first-half and they more than deserved their 2-0 
half-time lead. Twenty minutes after half-time Bloxwich 
managed a goal and quite a few times afterwards looked as 
though they might snatch an equaliser. Yet, for the most part, 

we saw a slovenly Borough attack vainly trying with little or 
no success to break down a Bloxwich defence which tackled 
and kicked first time.

In a good forward line a centre-forward would never have to 
do the chasing that young Sanders does. Essentially he is a 
player who needs the ball well ahead of him so that he can 
use his speed, but in two games he has scarcely received a 
single through pass. The same could be said of James. Like 
Sanders he is most dangerous on the run, but what few balls 
he gets to make the best use of his speed! Until they get those 
balls, neither James nor Sanders will be seen in their most 
dangerous mood.

A player who is right off colour just now is Bill Jessop. He 
seems quite unable to do himself justice, although now and 
again swinging over a good centre. There was little wrong 
with the defence which was certainly not weakened by the 
re-introduction of Dudley Kernick at right-half.

Borough got their first goal in the 11th minute when, after 
receiving from Kernick, James centred the ball, which 
reached Botterill via Sanders and the inside-right shot past 
Wakeman. The same player headed a second from a Whitcroft 
cross and Jessop got a hotly disputed third goal in the last 
minute, when Jessop looked to have handled the ball before 
he put it into the net. Hamm got Bloxwich’s goal following a 
centre from M. Wakeman.

Another very unconvincing Borough display which gives little 
hope for success in the FA Cup game tomorrow.

FA Cup match reports can be found on later pages.

Drinks For Cup Match
Nuneaton magistrates yesterday granted a licence to sell 
drinks from 4pm to 4.30pm at the Cock and Bear Inn, 
Nuneaton, tomorrow, on the occasion of the FA Cup tie 
between Nuneaton Borough and Hereford United.

Chief Inspector Dodridge said similar applications for 
extensions had been granted for FA Cup matches before, 
and had apparently functioned satisfactorily. In those 
circumstances there was no police objection.

Borough Sign Eddie 
Holding
Eddie Holding, Borough’s new 
centre-forward from Barrow, 
makes his debut against 
Shrewsbury Town Reserves at 
Manor Park tomorrow.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Town Res. 13-11-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Holding, Sanders and Jessop.
Shrewsbury: Haywood; Dodd and Skeeth; Canley, Manders and Bullions; 
Harris, Beynon, Picken, Russell and Loughnane.

Borough welcomed Shrewsbury Town Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

If Brentford, Borough’s FA Cup opponents, were represented 
at this match at Manor Park, then by now the League club 
officials know they have no push-over. Borough were in 
devastating mood and though Shrewsbury were a good side 
they had no answer to the home side’s display.

Although Borough players may have been tempted to take 
things easy ahead of the Cup tie, there was no drawing back, 
no pulling of punches, no quarter was asked and none given. 
The result was another pulsating struggle, another game 
crammed with all the things that make football so entertaining.

Shrewsbury will play a lot worse than this and win. Indeed, 
they played better than when they beat Borough 3-1 some 
weeks ago. Borough played every bit as well as against 
Hereford. Indeed, I thought they did even better – because of 
the influence of the new centre-forward. Eddie Holding did 
not set the world alight, but he had a steadying effect on the 
line, and brought that experience which has been missing.

As in the Hereford game this clear-cut Borough victory was 
essentially a triumph for team work and it would be invidious 
to single out players for special mention. Outstanding in 
a plucky but well-beaten Shrewsbury side were Bullions, 
former Derby player, at left-half, and Tommy Russell, the 
former Burton player, at inside-left.

The scoring was as follows: Whitcroft drove the ball hard 
past Haywood from a James’ corner after 17 minutes and 
two minutes later, there was a struggle in the goalmouth, 
following a Kernick free-kick and Phillips put through. Phillips 
scored again after 27 minutes following a Holding pass.

After the break Whitcroft slammed the ball into the net 
following a partially cleared free kick on 51 minutes, before 
Russell netted for Shrewsbury following a clever dribble after 78 
minutes. Holding restored Borough’s three goal lead from close 
range after 80 minutes, and Jessop rounded off the scoring 
when he drove hard into the net following a James’ corner.

 Nuneaton Borough v Whitwick Colliery 27-11-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Holding, Sanders and Jessop.
Whitwick: Parsons; Rennocks and Wood; Farmer, Storer and Burton; 
Meredith, White, Holland, Smith and Rowell.

Borough welcomed Whitwick Colliery to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

For their pluck alone, the Colliers did not deserve to lose. But 
they had more than pluck; they could play football, and only 

three first-class saves by Arthur Barber prevented them from 
scoring. In the first-half Whitwick were every bit as good, if 
not better, than the home side. They well deserved to be on 
level terms at half-time. After the change of ends Borough 
kept up an almost non-stop assault on the visitors’ goal and it 
was a combination of really wretched finishing, dour tackling 
by the Whitwick defenders and some fine goalkeeping by 
Parsons that kept the score down.

Borough had chances enough to have won the game hands 
down, especially in the second-half, but it was only a magnificent 
save by Barber mid-way through the second-half that prevented 
Whitwick from taking the lead. Generally speaking, however, it 
was practically one-way traffic after half-time, but when they got 
near goal – well Borough just faded away.

Just when it seemed that they never would score, and that 
they would have to be content at the most with a draw, 
Borough had a big slice of luck. Sanders chased a ball 
towards the left corner flag, came inside a few yards and then 
squared it hard into the middle, and in a desperate attempt 
to clear, Whitwick left-half Burton put the ball into his own 
net. It was shocking bad luck for the visitors.

Borough were better in defence than in attack and if Barber, 
Hughes and Co. had been less vigilant, Whitwick would 
not have gone away pointless. Storer dealt with Holding 
effectively, but was hardly so happy against the energetic 
Sanders. Mick Snowball had some rare tussles with former 
team-mate Meredith.

Seldom have Borough missed so many easy scoring chances. 
Granted the ground was in a terrible state; granted conditions 
generally were such as to spread gloom rather than 
inspiration. Granted all that and more, but the fact remains 
that there was still no excuse for some of Borough’s misses.

All in all though, Borough were the better side and did most 
of the attacking, but were fortunate to have won in the 
manner they did. Each and every player deserved praise for 
working so wholeheartedly in such vile conditions.

 Oswestry Town v Nuneaton Borough 04-12-1954 
Oswestry: Flannery; Hobson and Broadhead; Hollis, Spark and Tracey; 
Phillips, Anderson, Knowles, Tomlinson and Williams.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Sanders, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Oswestry Town to play a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Ten minutes from the end of this mud-bath at Oswestry and 
following a home attack, Borough took play to the other end 
and three slick passes had the Oswestry defence reeling. The 
ball eventually reached Alec Sanders near the edge of the 
penalty area. He withstood one heavy tackle, kept his feet 
and got to within three yards of goal when he was flattened 
out in the goalmouth mud by a heavy charge from behind. 
That incident produced the dramatic high-spot of the game.
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It was a penalty all right. About that there was no doubt, and 
the referee blew at once. There was a lot of fuss and palaver 
and it took Bill Jessop some little time collecting the ball and 
placing it on the spot.

His low shot left goalkeeper Flannery standing, but to the 
utter dismay of the Borough players and the few supporters 
who had made the long journey, the referee ordered the kick 
to be retaken – because an Oswestry defender moved over 
the line and into the penalty area as the kick was being taken 
and, in addition no doubt, because mud was thrown.

What a test of nerves for Jessop! Nobody could have 
complained had he missed at the second attempt, for 
everybody was excited – except Bill Jessop! Coolly he 
collected the ball from the goalkeeper who had fetched it out 
of the net. Calmly he placed the ball on the spot again and a 
second later the ball was again nestling in the back of the net.

That goal gave Nuneaton a well-deserved victory, if only for 
the fact that for 35 minutes of the second half they lacked 
the services in goal of that tower of strength Arthur Barber, 
who was suffering from concussion after being kicked on the 
forehead. His place in goal was taken by Cyril Phillips. Barber 
returned to the field after ten minutes, but was a passenger 
on the right wing.

The ground was ankle deep in mud – every inch of it. There 
were no dry patches; it was the same along the wings and in 
the corners as in the middle.

Borough’s first goal was scored after only nine minutes when 
the ball travelled from the half-way line to Sanders, from 
Sanders to the left wing, from the left wing to the right wing 
and back into the centre for Phillips to head into the net. 
Twice after that Oswestry went very close to equalising. First 
Thornton, then Whitcroft, kicking the ball away almost from 
off the goal line.

Borough could easily have been two goals ahead, but the 
ball was cleared down field and from a pass by Williams, 
Knowles levelled the scores with a hard shot from an acute 
angle. Then came the penalty incident, which saw Borough 
grab the points. It was a very fine performance from Borough 
with virtually only ten men for most of the second half, but 
this handicap was more than compensated for by the great 
efforts of the ten sound men.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 11-12-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Sanders, Holding and Jessop.
Bedworth: Richards; Palmer and Begley; Bazeley, Taylor and Hewish; 
Townsend, Spacey, Morrow, Marshall and Pountney.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

The “Greenbacks” had a good first-half in which not all the 
arts of the game were the sole prerogative of the Borough. 
Peter Spacey saw to that. He can still use the ball as well as 

the next and laid on some delightful passes. Against a less 
solid, a less accomplished defence he could have caused a 
good deal more trouble. Unhappily for the visitors, Spacey 
was slowly but surely subdued and Bedworth faded out of 
the game and from half-time onwards there was never any 
doubting Borough’s superiority.

Borough opened their account after 12 minutes when Richards 
had conceded a corner in making a smart save from Holding. 
Jessop’s corner kick landed right in front of goal and pivoting 
sharply Phillips beat the goalkeeper easily. Bedworth drew 
level after half-an-hour. A beautiful move carried the ball from 
the half-way line to within a few yards of goal. Thornton should 
have cleared but was much too casual and lost the ball to 
Pountney, who slipped it inside for Spacey to score.

A minute before half-time Borough went ahead again when 
a James’ corner was headed to Whitcroft, who found the net 
with a glorious shot.

Nineteen minutes after the break, a long ball up the middle 
saw Phillips fasten on to it and go ahead. Coming out of goal, 
Richards smothered his first shot, but the ball ran loose to the 
inside right who this time shot into the empty net. Borough 
got their final goal a quarter of an hour from the end when 
Holding, from well out on the left sent over a perfect centre 
which James headed past the helpless goalkeeper.

Bedworth’s second half eclipse was due to a grand Borough 
defence – a defence which surrenders goals grudgingly; a 
defence which must surely be among the very best in the 
league. Although once again not among the scorers Eddie 
Holding, playing behind his colleagues pushed through many 
telling passes. Phillips gave Bedworth’s defence very little 
peace all afternoon.

 Hednesford Town v Nuneaton Borough 18-12-1954 
Hednesford: Cooper; Murray and Hill; Dyas, Smith and Corbett; Marsh, 
Lee, Tatler, Pearce and Price.
Borough: Barber; Davidson and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Sanders, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to face Hednesford Town at the 
Cross Keys in a Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Hednesford went into the lead in the first minute of the game. 
After one move had been beaten off, Hednesford quickly 
returned to the attack. A long ball had Snowball in trouble. He 
tried to pass back to Barber. The ball stopped short in the mud 
and Marsh nipped in and shot. Barber went down to the ball, 
but could only push it away, leaving outside-left Price with a 
simple scoring chance, of which he took full advantage.

It was not an encouraging start for the league leaders and for 
a period their work was shoddy and Hednesford were on top. 
Slowly, yet surely, Borough got organised and after about a 
quarter of an hour began to play really good football. Using 
their wingers well, they had the Hednesford defenders ill at 
ease. Move after move opened up the way to goal, but there 
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was always, so it seemed, the goalmouth mud to put a spoke 
in the Borough’s wheel.

The Hednesford goal had its biggest stroke of luck when, 
following a warm assault by the Borough forwards, Whitcroft 
let drive. Unfortunately the ball struck a defender and was 
deflected straight to the goalkeeper who was able to smother 
the ball right on the line.

Such was the Borough pressure as the half wore on that it 
seemed an equaliser was sure to come. And six minutes from 
the interval it did. Another beautifully conceived move did 
the trick. Holding started the move with a pass to Jessop. 
The winger returned the ball to his inside partner, who lifted 
the ball across to James standing behind the far upright. The 
right winger worked his way inside and then slipped the ball 
past Cooper.

Borough’s form in the last 20 minutes of the first half had 
made it look as though Hednesford would have a job to hold 
them. But when the second-half got under way, as at the start 
of the game, it was Hednesford who began to look the more 
likely winners. Several times the ball was scrambled away 
with the Borough defence in real trouble. Then, as in the 
first half, Borough came back into the game again with some 
telling moves, which sorely tried the home defence.

If points were awarded for good football then Borough would 
have won. Yet, in their own sweet way, with their hit and run 
tactics, Hednesford were every bit as threatening. On the 
whole therefore a draw was a fair result.

Outstanding Borough player was skipper Tommy Hughes. 
When colleagues were apt to get a little hot and bothered 
the centre-half remained the personification of coolness and 
brought many home moves to an abrupt ending.

The hardest worker for the home side was the red-haired 
Corbett. He was the brains behind most of his side’s moves.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 25-12-1954 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Sanders, Holding and Jessop.
Wolves A: Sidebottom; Showell and Harris; Timmins, Wolverson and 
Bolton; Middleton, Thompson, Bonson, Mason and Cooper.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park on Christmas Day 
for a Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

In the true spirit of Christmas Borough made gifts of two goals 
to the young Wolves, their chief championship rivals. Even so, 
they beat them. Having regard to all the facts, this must surely 
be regarded as Borough’s best performance of the season.

After taking the lead in the seventh minute when Sanders made 
all the running for James to crack the ball into the net, Borough 
had a bad spell during which they presented Wolves with their 
two goals. At 15 minutes they made the mistake of anticipating 
the whistle when Kernick was brought down. The whistle did 
not go and the ball was crossed to the far post where Middleton 
was standing unmarked. He stabbed the ball towards goal. 

Barber should have had no difficulty in clearing but somehow 
or other he got all mixed up and finally dived on the ball, but 
the referee ruled that it had already crossed the line.

Ten minutes later came another gift goal. Snowball lost the 
ball to Middleton when he should have cleared. The latter 
cut in and then squared the ball across goal. Cooper only 
half-hit the ball which travelled slowly towards goal, but to 
everyone’s surprise the ball seemed to jump over Barber’s 
arm and passed through his legs into the net.

For a time it looked long odds on the Wolves winning, for their 
forwards were constantly rounding a rocky Borough defence 
– a defence obviously shaken by those two silly goals. Then 
came a lucky Borough goal – a goal that proved the turning 
point and restored the home side’s confidence. A long and high 
Jessop centre dipped menacingly under the bar and worried by 
Sanders, goalkeeper Sidebottom helped the ball into the net.

Then, almost dead on half time came the real tit-bit of the 
match. In a warm assault on the Wolves’ goal, Whitcroft bored 
his way through a ruck of players and finished up with a 
glorious left-foot drive which left Sidebottom standing.

For the whole of the second half Borough were the better side 
and often had the visiting defence in dire trouble, but while 
they remained only one goal ahead there was always the 
danger of the Wolves snatching an equaliser.

Ten minutes from the end came a fourth Borough goal to 
clinch the issue, Sanders thumping a James’ cross into the 
net. Except for that rocky spell midway through the first-half 
Borough were the better side and there was no fluke or good 
fortune about their success. Altogether a very fine Borough 
performance – one which raises championship hopes.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1954 
Atherstone: Avery; Dunn and Davies; Mooney, Cox and Naylor; Wyer, 
Ashfield, Bayles, Sayers and Brown.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Sanders, Holding and Jessop.

Borough journeyed to Sheepy Road to play Atherstone Town 
in a Boxing Day Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Borough gave their old rivals a lesson in the art of scoring 
goals. The Adders had as much of the play as the winners, yet 
when it came to getting goals – well, they had little or no idea.

Undoubtedly the real difference between the two teams 
was in attack, for whereas the “Adders” frittered away their 
chances, Borough snapped them up in true championship 
style. With practically their first chance Borough went ahead. 
At eighteen minutes Jessop lifted the ball high across goal. 
James met the ball with his head and it ran to Phillips, who 
easily scored. On 29 minutes James, Borough’s danger man 
throughout, raced through and then pulled the ball back to 
Holding, who left Avery standing with a tremendous shot.

Almost on half-time, after inter-passing between Sanders and 
Phillips, Holding drew Avery to one side and then side-footed 
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the ball into the opposite end of the net. Four minutes after 
half-time Brown scored for the “Adders” after he chased a 
long ball down the wing, beat Barber to it, and neatly shot 
into the empty net. Ten minutes from the end, from another 
James’ cross, Holding headed a perfect fourth goal, and in 
the extra time allowed for stoppages the same player netted 
again from another James’ centre.

The game was a personal triumph for Eddie Holding. While 
playing well he has not shone as a marksman. In this game he 
came right out of his shell as a goal-getter, his first and third 
goals being real beauties. James was easily the best winger 
on view and laid on the passes for four of the five goals. 
Hughes had a quiet afternoon as Bayles played so deep, that 
he had no-one to mark.

Generally speaking it was a thoroughly interesting and 
certainly not a one-sided game. The only one-sidedness was 
in the finishing abilities of the two sets of forwards.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 01-01-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Sanders, Holding and Jessop.
Tamworth: Lewis; Deakin and Kelley; Shilton, Wood and Turner; 
Chapman, Dodd, Hughes, Garbett and Morrall.

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

There was little about Borough’s performance to suggest 
they are favourites for the championship. On the contrary, 
they were made to look a very unchampionship-like team by 
a very moderate Tamworth side. The score had little relation 
to the game as Borough were anything but three goals better 
than Tamworth. Ten minutes after half-time Borough were 
four goals up. They didn’t deserve to be; but there it was – 
they had scored four goals.

So let us regard this as just one of those things that happen 
in football. Borough have been playing well enough just 
lately to be excused an off-day. Perhaps a penalty miss by Bill 
Jessop, his first since joining the club – after eleven minutes 
play – had something to do with Borough’s indifferent 
display, for after his miss the machine never ticked over so 
smoothly as in other recent games.

Borough opened their account after six minutes when, 
following a long through-ball, Phillips slipped the ball to 
James who, at top speed, rounded Kelley and then drove in 
a low shot well out of Lewis’ reach. It was five minutes later, 
when James was going through again, that he was brought 
down and Jessop shot wide from the penalty spot.

On 32 minutes came the best of the four goals. Sanders 
chased a long ball up the wing, only moved inside slightly, 
and then lashed in an unstoppable shot about which Lewis 
could do absolutely nothing. Five minutes after half-time, 
Phillips headed through a perfect Jessop centre and five 
minutes later the fast-moving and elusive James raced 

through, cut inside, and then beat the goalkeeper with a swift 
low shot from an acute angle. Seven minutes from time, with 
the Borough defence spreadeagled, Morrall crossed the ball 
for Hughes to score Tamworth’s only goal.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 08-01-1955 
Bedworth: Rowstron; Palmer and Begley; Bazeley, Taylor and Belcher; 
Sayers, Spacey, Morrow, Moulson and Poultney.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Bromley, Sanders, Pollard and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Bedworth Town for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

By and large it was a poor game relieved only by an 
occasional good shot for, generally speaking, the finishing 
and marksmanship of both sides was deplorably weak. Apart 
from an instance when James rounded Begley and tore in 
towards goal before crashing in a cross shot which hit the far 
upright and rebounded across goal into Rowston’s hands, the 
Bedworth goalkeeper had only two good shots to deal with.
Barber was only in trouble once throughout the game.

The game was half-an-hour old before the first good scoring 
effort came and it followed one of the few moves worthy of 
the name. Bromley started it with a judicious pass to Jessop 
who, after a short forward burst pulled back a low cross to his 
inside partner whose hard drive was cleverly pushed over the 
bar by the Bedworth goalkeeper.

The only other really good shots came from Morrow and, 
late in the second half from Pollard. In each instance the 
goalkeeper was pleased to push the ball over the top.

There was one short period about 15 minutes from the end 
when only a human wall of Bedworth defenders stopped 
shots reaching the goalkeeper. Four successive drives were 
blocked and all Bedworth gave a sigh of relief.

The only excuse for  Borough’s poor finishing is that they lacked 
the services of both their regular inside men. Phillips was on 
the injured list while Holding, having failed to contact Jessop in 
Walsall, did not put in an appearance and the game was eight 
minutes old before Pollard completed the Borough side.

James stood out from all the other forwards and was the only 
attacker persistently dangerous. As at Manor Park, Begley 
must have been the happiest man on the field when the 
whistle went for time. He had no answer whatever to James’ 
speed and body swerve. Bedworth’s attack was more goal-
shy than Borough’s. Sometimes Sayers, cleverly prompted by 
Peter Spacey, got the better of Snowball, but Pountney, once 
again found Thornton too good for him.

Moulson and Morrow approached well enough but lacked 
finish. Spacey was easily their best footballer, but even he 
cannot be prompter-in-chief and goalgetter at the same 
time. If James was the best forward, Tommy Hughes was the 
outstanding defender, and the rock on which most of the 
Bedworth attacks came to grief.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 2

267 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Borough Need Punch In Attack
If championship is to be achieved
If Borough are to win the championship it is perfectly obvious 
that better marksmanship is needed. And this probably 
means new forwards. The directors appreciate the need and 
are making every effort to strengthen the attack.

While every one of last season’s forwards was a fairly 
constant goalscorer, only Phillips (16) and James (11) and 
to a lesser degree Jessop (8) are doing anything much in the 
way of getting goals.

Almost exactly a year ago, Eddie Davies met with that 
unfortunate accident at Lye. By then he had scored 25 goals.

What Borough have most missed has been an Eddie Davies 
– a player who not only worked hard and bustled the 
opposition as does Sanders, but gets goals as well. Davies got 
his 25 goals in fewer than 30 games. In ten games Holding has 
scored five goals, but four of those were in one game, so in 
fact he has scored in only two games.

Phillips, too, has not proved the goal-getter he was, for after 
taking over from Davies early in January last year he scored, 
in less than half a season, 23 goals. In more than half the 
present campaign he has scored 16 goals. So far this season 
eight forwards have scored between them a total of 56 
goals...

New Leader For Borough 
Attack
For their home match with 
Darlaston tomorrow, Borough 
are giving a run to Bernard 
Jones, a centre-forward 
from Flavells and leading 
goalscorer in the Warwickshire 
Combination. Jones has been 
under constant review by the 
Borough club this season.

Arrangements have also been completed to secure the 
transfer of Arthur Corbett, Hednesford wing-half or inside 
forward. Red-headed Corbett is a strong, determined 
player and is well-known to Borough supporters.

 Nuneaton Borough v Darlaston 22-01-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Phillips, Jones, Holding and Jessop.
Darlaston: Melvin; Lilley and Elson; Tomkinson, Rushton and Griffiths; 
Dawes, Bright, Johnson, Eastment and Hart.

Borough welcomed Darlaston to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) match.

Darlaston were a poor side and goal-getting against their 
rocky defence was anot a terribly difficult matter. Yet it may 

be that Bernard Jones, Borough’s new centre-forward, who 
scored three and made two other goals, may be the answer 
to Borough’s greatest need – another Eddie Davies or Eddie 
Freimanis. All eyes were riveted on Jones, not a player with a 
long pedigree; not an experienced ex-League player; merely 
a player who had been doing well in the same league as 
Borough’s reserve side – the Warwickshire Combination.

Jones did not have to wait long for his first goal. After only 
seven minutes’ play he got his head in Eddie Freimanis style to 
a James’ corner kick. The ball flew towards the underside of the 
bar; goalkeeper Melvin got his hands to the ball, but was unable 
to prevent it going into the net. That goal was probably just the 
tonic the new player needed. At any rate Jones went on to play 
better than any other Borough leader has done this season.

He made the second goal after 16 minutes play. Receiving 
from Jessop in the inside-left position he hooked the ball 
over his head directly in front of goal to Phillips. So perfect 
was the pass that the inside-right had merely to run the ball 
into the net.

Just to show that this overhead kick was no fluke, after 30 
minutes play, Jones took a long cross from Jessop with his 
back to goal but made no bones whatsoever about lifting the 
ball over his head high into the net.

The fourth goal came from a penalty kick after 52 minutes 
when, after James had been flattened in the mud, Bill Jessop 
obliged from the penalty spot. The next minute, with a 
beautiful flick, Jones sent Jessop clean through. With two 
defenders hot on his heels the outside-left sent in a hard 
low drive which had the goalkeeper beaten all the way and 
entered the net just inside the far post.

Stan James, the fastest and cleverest forward afield got a 
neat sixth goal after 68 minutes. Then two minutes later, 
Jones scored another fine goal. James made the running and 
then pulled the ball back to the onrushing centre-forward 
who netted with a terrific drive. From a Whitcroft pass 
Holding registered the eighth goal, while near the end James 
scored an easy ninth after Melvin had fallen in punching away 
an awkwards ball near the underside of the bar.

Whether the opposition was good or bad, and it certainly 
wasn’t good, Borough played well enough to have beaten any 
side in the league. On a sticky, sloppy pitch they played some 
beautiful football which had the opposing defence rocking 
and reeling throughout.

Borough Supporters’ Club Social Evening
There was an attendance of between 350 and 400 at a social 
evening at St George’s Hall on Saturday evening, organised 
by Nuneaton Borough FC Supporters’ Club.

Players and officials of the parent club and the Supporters’ 
Club sat down to a supper presided over by Mr W. Sutton, 
Supporters’ Club chairman.

Mr F. J. Perry, vice-chairman of the Borough FC directors, 
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congratulated the club on its work and interest in the 
Borough club, and said that without the help of the 
Supporters’ Club it would not have been possible to sign the 
two new players – Bernard Jones and Arthur Corbett.

Dudley Kernick provided the dance band, dancers and 
other artistes. The general arrangements were in the hands 
of Mr Alf Barnett, secretary of the Supporters’ Club. The 
photograph shows (extreme right) Tommy Hughes (Borough 
skipper), near to the chairman of the Supporters’ Club (Mr W. 
Sutton) and Mr Alf Barnett (secretary) and Dudley Kernick and 
(centre) Eddie Thornton and Dave Lapworth behind whom 
are Bill Jessop and Arthur Barber.

 Birch Coppice Colliery v Nuneaton Borough 29-01-1955 
Birch Coppice: Simnet; Gaylor and Bond; Davis, Godderidge and 
Scarlett; Richards, Hawkins, Fowkes, Morris and Meaking.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Corbett, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Birch Coppice Colliery for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

In consequence of Wolves’ 3-2 defeat at Wellington, Borough’s 
lead in the Northern Section of the Birmingham League has 
increased to seven points with Wolves having a game in hand. 
On the face of it the championship seems almost within the 
grasp of Borough, but they will have to do much better than 
they did on Saturday if they are to clinch the issue.

The ground at Dordon is small and worse still, very bumpy. 
Nevertheless a team expecting to win the championship 
should have adapted themselves much better to the 
conditions. In addition to the ground conditions there was 
a strong wind blowing straight up the pitch and there were 
many miskicks and stray passes.

To add to the poor quality football, in the second half 
Borough were caught offside time and again and only 
managed half-a-dozen good shots throughout the match. 
Two were from Jones and Whitcroft, which brought the goals; 
two free-kicks by Jessop which struck the woodwork; one 

shot by Holding which also hit the woodwork; and another 
shot by the same player which Simnett saved smartly. Those 
shots apart the goalkeepers had a particularly easy time. 
Indeed, for all the interest he had in the game, Barber might 
just as well have gone home.

Jones got Borough’s first goal after half-an-hour. A Jessop 
free-kick was sliced by a defender and the ball ran to the 
centre-forward, who slammed it home. Whitcroft got the 
other five minutes from the end when, following one of the 
few decent attacks, he moved in an drove the ball hard and 
low past Simnet.

The Borough’s defence was seldom troubled. The forwards 
with Arthur Corbett at inside-right, never got together. Even 
the consistently brilliant Stan James found the conditions a 
bit beyond him. Jones had few good balls but again showed 
that given the chance, he knows where the net lies. After 
playing wing-half so long, Corbett may take a little time to 
settle down as an inside forward.

 Leek Town v Nuneaton Borough 05-02-1955 
Leek: Galgani; Allen and Hull; Pointon, Jackson and Chesworth; 
Williams, Rafferty, Hughes, Graham and Austerberry.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Holding, Jones, Corbett and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Leek Town for a Birmingham 
League (Northern) match.

The pitch was in a deplorable condition and the whole of 
the penalty area at one end of the ground was ankle deep, 
and deeper, in mud. Long before the end players were so 
heavily plastered with mud, that it was scarcely possible to 
distinguish one side from the other.

It was obvious right from the start that in each half, the side 
defending the penalty area quagmire was in for a rough time 
and, winning the toss, Tommy Hughes decided to defend that 
end before it became a total bog. The policy paid off as Leek 
spent the entire second half defending a “clay hole.”

At 16 minutes and again in the 38th minute, Leek outside-
left and then centre-forward Hughes, shot balls which had 
stopped dead in the mud, past the helpless Arthur Barber. 
The home crowd laughed at the antics of the Borough 
defenders trying to keep an even keel in the mud and slush. 
They didn’t laugh when it became Leek’s turn to “have a go.”

If the Borough defenders had a rough first-half, Leek’s had 
an even worse second period and though they stuck to their 
guns gamely, it was more luck than good judgment that kept 
Borough’s tally of goals down to three, for their goal had 
many other very narrow squeaks. Indeed there were so many 
“so near and yet so far” attempts at finding Leek’s net that it 
looked as though Borough would never score.

Then, in the 67th minute a ball was dropped right in front of 
the net, leaving both Jones and James with an easy chance. 
The right-winger got there first and placed the ball well out of 
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Glagani’s reach into the net. That goal was the signal for an all-
out Borough assault. In the 70th minute Jones, well inside the 
area, was pushed in the back by centre-half Jackson. A penalty 
kick was awarded and once more Bill Jessop proved his worth 
by crashing the ball inside the post to level the scores.

Seven minutes from the end Jessop outstripped the Leek 
defence, cut inside and then squared the ball across the face 
of goal. James was on it like a flash and the ball was again 
nestling in the back of the Leek net.

Leek are a better – a much better – side than their league 
position suggests and came as near to beating Borough as any 
side has for quite a long time. But once Borough had opened 
their account it was thereafter just a question if Leek could keep 
them out. They tried hard enough, but in the end just crumbled.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wellington Town Res. 12-02-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Corbett, Jones, Holding and Jessop.
Wellington: Dixon; Williams and Deakin; Woolley, Hollis and Clark; 
Prescott, Barton, Dean, W. Price and E. Price.

Borough welcomed Wellington Town Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham League (Northern) match.

Borough played some brilliant football in the first-half of this 
match and only the fine keeping of Dixon kept the interval 
score down to 2-0, but after half-time the visitors so often 
ensnared the home forwards in an offside trap that the game 
lost its previous sparkle.

It seemed that the visitors, fearing a big total of goals 
conceded, decided on their second half tactics. These worried 
the Borough forwards, who never again showed the delightful 
form which had characterised their first-half showing.

Borough started the game in fine style and set up a terrific 
siege. Shots were fired in from all angles, some narrowly 
missing while others were capably handled by Dixon. Indeed 
that Wellington were not much more heavily defeated was 
due to two things – their second half offside trap, and Dixon’s 
brilliance in goal.

Eddie Holding had a big hand in Borough’s first-half mastery. 
He used the ball skilfully and scored a glorious goal which 
even the brilliant Dixon could do nothing about. Arthur 
Corbett also held the ball cleverly and was unfortunate not to 
open his goalscoring account for the club.

James, as usual, was a brilliant performer on the right. 
Jones was unfortunate in that he did not get much service. 
However, he got one goal and had hard luck with a header 
which hit the woodwork.

Borough got their first goal after 12 minutes when Jones made 
an opening for James, who rounded Deakin before driving the 
ball low past Dixon. The second goal came after half-an-hour 
when Holding drove the ball into the net from 35 yards.

Jones figured in an incident which caused a good deal of 

controversy. James had outwitted the defence and crossed a 
low ball in front of goal. After a short tussle, Jones shot into the 
net. Instead of awarding a goal, the referee awarded a penalty, 
which Jessop shot against a post. The ball rebounded across 
and out to Jones, who again put the ball into the net

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 05-03-1955 
Hinckley: Langstone; Bunt and Howe; Brews, Kirton and Shore; Horton, 
Riley, Burnett, Grummitt and Perry.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Corbett, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Middlefield Lane to take on 
Hinckley Athletic in a Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Playing much the better football and leading 2-0 at half-time, 
Borough seemed to be coasting home to victory, but the 
Athletic had other ideas. Within five minutes of the re-start 
the score was 2-2 and a pulsating struggle for supremacy 
developed. In those first few minutes of the second half 
Borough threw away the two goals’ lead through poor kicking 
by the defenders.

Several partial clearances preceded both Hinckley goals, 
the ball being put to an opponent and returned into the 
goalmouth, eventually to be shot into the net. Hinckley 
deserved those two goals if only for their tenacity. These 
defensive blunders were all the more surprising because up to 
then the Borough rearguard had proved more than a match for 
a Hinckley attack which lacked penetrative power and only on 
a couple of occasions in the first-half looked likely to score.

Matters were not improved from the Borough’s point of view 
when, 20 minutes after the change of ends, Jessop failed with 
a penalty kick awarded against Kirton for handball. His shot 
was saved by Langstone.

Borough got their first goal after 28 minutes when, after 
James had had a centre cleared, Corbett hooked the ball 
across to Jones who beat Langstone with a perfectly-placed 
header. Four minutes before half-time, a smart Borough 
move in which Whitcroft, Corbett and James all took part 
ended in the right-winger rounding Howe and squaring the 
ball to Jones, who again scored with a hard volley.

Two minutes after half-time after several unsuccessful 
Borough attempts to kick the ball clear, it ran to Perry who 
drove the ball past John Thornton, deputising for Arthur 
Barber. Two minutes later Grummitt levelled the scores in 
similar circumstances.

With 15 minutes to go and still no further score, Borough 
were showing signs of recovering. The machine started to 
work again thanks to some heroic prompting by Tommy 
Whitcroft. With five minutes to go the ball was sent forward 
to Jessop. The left-winger showed Bunt the ball, feigned to 
pass him on the inside, but cut by him on the outside, moved 
in towards goal and with great deliberation almost rolled the 
ball across to Jones. The centre-forward had his back to the 
Hinckley goal, but swinging round smartly drove the ball out 
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of Langstone’s reach into the net to settle the issue. In the 
few remaining minutes James, put through by Jones, failed 
with only the goalkeeper to beat, and then Whitcroft was only 
inches wide with a shot which had Langstone beaten.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brush Sports 12-03-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Kernick, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Corbett, Jones, Holding and Jessop.
Brush Sports: Hatfield; Atkin and Harvey; Sinclair, Hodges and Pycroft; 
Bell, Carrington, Jarram, Barker and Naylor.

Borough welcomed Brush Sports to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

The visitors inflicted Borough’s first home defeat in 18 league 
games. Brush deserved their success for Borough were 
struggling more or less all the way through and were out of 
touch in attack, but for all their faults, there was nothing in it 
until the last 20 minutes.

After a particularly even first-half, Brush were penned in for the 
first 20 minutes of the second half. But, in spite of their almost 
non-stop assault on the Brush goal, Borough couldn’t create 
the openings. So it went on with Borough doing nearly all the 
attacking but showing few signs of scoring until 23 minutes 
after the change of ends and then came what had always been 
threatened – a breakaway Brush goal.

The ball was pushed up the left wing to Jarram who crossed into 
the middle. The ball was headed out to Bell, who beat Barber 
with a low cross-shot. The goal was greeted with deadly silence. 
But four minutes later the crowd were cheering. Once too often 
a Brush defender used his hands – this time just outside the 
penalty area. Corbett took the free-kick and hit the ball hard 
into a crowd of players in front of goal. It struck a defender, ran 
loose and then went to Jones, who drove it into the net.

Two minutes after that Borough were ahead. A harmless-
looking James’ shot ran towards the Brush goal. Hatfield 
seemed to have it almost within his grasp when Jones nipped 
in. The goalkeeper became confused and allowed the ball to 
run past him into the net.

For the first time it looked as though Borough might win. But six 
minutes later there was a shock. Jarram took a pass from the 
right, manoeuvred and drove hard and low towards goal. Barber 
saved but the ball escaped his grasp and ran into the net. James 
went close when his shot hit the underside of the bar.

Five minutes from the end Brush struck again. Another 
cross from the right was turned into the net by Harvey from 
what appeared an offside position, but the referee thought 
otherwise and thus Brush were ahead again. In the last 
minute Bell broke away on the right. Thinking he was offside 
three defenders stood still and allowed the right winger to 
come inside and beat Barber almost at leisure.

Whether Borough’s confidence has been shaken, we shall not 
know until after tomorrow’s game at Bloxwich, but the end of 
their unbeaten run could be a blessing in disguise.

 Bloxwich Strollers v Nuneaton Borough 19-03-1955 
Bloxwich: A. Wakeman; Boyden and Beck; Waddell, Wilson and Dyke; 
Page, Doughty, M. Wakeman, Ebbans and Tonks.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Jakeman, Holding, Bassett and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Bloxwich Strollers for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Despite the scoreline, everything in the garden was not so 
lovely, as Borough finished with eight sound men. When the 
final whistle sounded James had already left the field, Eddie 
Thornton was limping at outside right, while Terry Bassett of 
the Reserves had received a knock. Despite these handicaps 
Borough were still hammering away at the Bloxwich goal.

Stan James played an effective part in the game for only 30 
minutes, before suffering an ankle injury following a heavy 
tackle. Thornton came a heavy cropper just after and Bassett 
had to receive attention. Bernard Jones had injured his ankle 
after a cinema visit and was unable to play. Holding took over 
at centre-forward and young Bassett got his first chance in 
the senior side at inside-left. Mick Jakeman partnered James.

Jakeman could hardly have made a more satisfactory start, 
netting inside the first minute. After he had had one shot 
blocked the ball went out to the left where a home player 
handled the ball. Jessop landed the free-kick bang in front 
of goal for Holding to head the ball to Jakeman, who cut in, 
moved across to the left and then cleverly flicked the ball 
between Wakeman and the far post.

If supporters imagined this would proceed to an annihilation of 
Bloxwich they were disappointed, for the home side did much 
better than might have been expected. The score remained 
at 1-0 until 30 minutes had passed, when Borough got their 
second goal. Two minutes before half-time they scored again 
– and the second half turned into one long tussle between 
Borough forwards and home keeper Alan Wakeman.

The goals came as follows: A Jessop free-kick was headed by 
Holding to Jakeman, who flicked the ball past Wakeman (1st 
minute); Jessop crossed the ball to Holding who swung it out 
to James. The winger pulled it back to Whitcroft, who nipped 
in and cracked the ball into the net (27 minutes); Corbett sent 
James away. The winger centred to Holding who slipped the 
ball to Jessop. The outside left took it forward a yard or so 
and shot low out of the goalkeeper’s reach (43 minutes).

Jakeman put a short corner-kick to Corbett. The latter back-
heeled the ball to Jakeman whose perfectly placed cross 
was headed through by Jessop (48 minutes); Bassett made 
a good run and centre on the left. Jakeman shot for goal but 
the ball struck Holding and shot into the far end of the net 
(56 minutes); Jakeman made all the running for Holding to 
get clean through to shoot past the advancing Wakeman 
(67 minutes); Bassett pushed the ball through for Holding to 
repeat the dose (78 minutes); A neat move saw Bassett shake 
off a tackle and beat Wakeman from close range (87 minutes).
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 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 26-03-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; McKenna, Jakeman, Jones, Holding and Jessop.
Walsall: Vaughan; Fort and Pritchett; Russon, Bridgett and Hall; Lewis, 
Taylor, Richards, Cousans and Knott.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

It was obvious before a ball was kicked that stamina and not 
football would be the deciding factor on a pitch that was little 
more than a sea of mud. It was greatly to Borough’s credit 
then, that 2-1 down until six minutes before the end, that 
they should still have enough fight in them to hold these full-
time professionals. Indeed, just before the final whistle they 
could have snatched victory when McKenna missed a cross 
from the left, when almost any kind of connection with the 
ball might have meant a goal.

Although Walsall were leading until Holding’s late equaliser, it 
was Borough who had called the tune for most of the second 
half, looking anything but a championship winning side. Still, 
they took the lead after 30 minutes when a Jessop shot-cum-
centre from off the wing got Vaughan in a tangle and landed 
in the far end of the net. It was a clever move which brought 
the equaliser five minutes before half-time, Richards paving 
the way for Cousans to beat Barber with a fast, low shot.

Lewis put the visitors ahead after 50 minutes. A long cross-field 
pass to the right wing found Lewis in a completely unmarked 
and what some thought was an offside position. Offside or 
not Lewis was allowed to go on. There was no-one between 
the Walsall winger and Barber in the Borough goal. Instead of 
coming out Barber stood his ground and Lewis ran just past 
the penalty spot before shooting past the Borough keeper.

For a long time it looked as if Lewis’ goal would settle the 
issue, but with just six minutes to go, during one of Borough’s 
many assaults on the Walsall goal, McKenna lifted the ball 
across to the far post for Holding to run in and head the ball 
past Vaughan.

Jessop was the best forward, although sometimes dallying 
with the ball, but the best Borough player was Arthur Corbett. 
He was a tremendous worker at wing-half and, in the later 
stages of the game, at inside-right. Hughes had a pretty good 
game, but generally speaking the defence was not over-strong.

 Gresley Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 02-04-1955 
Gresley: Newball; McGuire and Cooke; Cashmore, Bridgett and Smith; 
Allen, Walker, G. Duggins, E. Duggins and Hextall.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; McKenna, Jakeman, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Gresley Rovers to play a 
Birmingham League (Northern) game.

Borough’s win at Gresley was as good as four points in view 
of Burton’s 2-0 defeat at Sheepy Road and Wolves’ downfall 

at Whitwick by a similar score. But Borough will have to do 
much better than this if they are to consolidate or improve 
upon their position during the Easter holidays.

This was little more than a misrepresentation of football. It 
was a pushing, shoving match in which the elbows were used 
almost as much as the feet. Gresley may have used spoiling 
tactics, but Borough could not be absolved from blame, 
because they were inclined to follow suit.

The match-winning goal came five minutes after half-time. 
Following a Jessop free-kick which was cleared away to the 
right wing, McKenna hooked the ball with his left foot right in 
front of goal. Goalkeeper Newball and centre-forward Bernard 
Jones went up for the ball together. Jones won by a fraction of 
a second and headed the ball past the advancing Newball.

Borough had the ball in the net on two other occasions. The 
first time Jones failed to get his head to a high cross from the 
left and put his hand up in an effort to reach the ball, which 
flew off a defender’s head and into the Gresley net. After 
consulting a linesman the referee refused to allow a goal. He 
also disallowed a goal in the 24th minute when there was a 
hectic scramble on the Gresley goal-line. Both Newball and 
Cooke stopped the ball and it rebounded on to Jones and 
went into the net. A perfectly good goal it seemed, but the 
referee disallowed it for some reason or another.

Gresley were a determined lot and had probably the best 
forward on the field in Walker, the former Derby County 
player. He used the ball cleverly throughout. Bridgett kept 
a close watch on Jones, giving him precious little room in 
which to work. Owen Cashmore at right-half, played his 
customary robust game.

It is almost certain that Borough would have preferred to 
play football. It would have been easier; but it takes two to 
make a bargain. If one team dissents then the other’s hand is 
forced. Maybe Borough should not be blamed unduly for not 
providing the football expected of a top-of-the-league team.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 08-04-1955 

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion for a Birmingham 
League (Northern) match.

A half-crippled Stan James was the architect of Borough’s 
vital victory over their closest rivals for the championship 
at Burton on Good Friday. After missing two games with an 
ankle injury, James quickly found that though he could run 
almost normally there was pain every time he kicked the ball 
with his right foot.

Eight minutes after half-time, at which point neither side 
had scored, Jakeman split the Burton defence wide open 
with a perfect pass inside the full-back. James swooped past 
Neville, cut inside and then, quickly transferring the ball 
from his injured right foot to his left, slammed the ball past 
Townsend and into the net via the underside of the bar.

Seven minutes later, receiving another defence splitting 
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pass, James again cut in towards goal. Weston moved across 
towards him. The winger feinted to pass Weston on the left, 
but cut by on the right and Beaten, the centre-half, whipped 
James’ feet from under him. The referee was right on the spot 
and had no hesitation in awarding a penalty. Jessop took the 
kick and though Bill Townsend just touched the ball, the pace 
beat him and it landed in the net.

Burton had much the better of the first-half play, when 
Borough just couldn’t get together, but bad finishing 
prevented the Albion going ahead.

After a half-time talk, Borough played like a different team, and 
thereafter there was no questioning their superiority. Indeed, 
once Borough had gone into the lead, Burton cracked up – and 
their supporters began to leave the ground in their hundreds. 
The home side missed their easiest chance in the last minute 
when the ball ran through Hughes’ legs to Bullock, standing 
unmarked a yard from goal. Although it seemed impossible to 
do it, Bullock lifted the ball high over the bar.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 09-04-1955 

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) match.

Some of the gloss was taken off their victory over Burton on 
Good Friday by this home defeat by Atherstone on Saturday. 
On the other hand it considerably brightened the “Adders” 
prospects of getting in Division I next season.

An opportunist goal by Don Brown in the 25th minute 
decided the issue. A crossfield pass beat Hughes and went to 
the outside-left. In an unmarked position, Brown cut in and 
beat the advancing Barber with a beautiful shot.

“Adders” were lucky to win. Their goal had many narrow 
escapes, never more so than in the last minute when a certain 
scoring shot by Jessop struck colleague Holding on the goal 
line. It ran back to Jessop who again shot. This time a back 
kicked the ball away from off the line.

Just before Avery had saved brilliantly from Jakeman, while 
earlier on Don Brown had very nearly added to his first-half 
goal when he foxed the Borough defence into thinking he 
would pass but ran clean through on his own. Only a brilliant 
save by Barber kept out his hard drive.

Changes in the Borough side affected every department 
with the exception of goal and they looked anything but 
a championship-seeking side. James once again was 
sorely missed on the right wing, and the attack was almost 
completely shotless. Thornton’s absence meant that Corbett 
had to go to right back, while Jakeman moved from inside-
right to right-half. Holding crossed from inside-right to inside-
left with Bassett coming in at inside-left.

Although Borough had more of the play “Adders” showed the 
better team work. Cox had Jones in his pocket. Altogether 
another feather in the “Adders” cap, for to beat the two teams 
fighting out the championship is a notable performance.

 Nuneaton Borough v Burton Albion 11-04-1955 

Borough welcomed Burton Albion to Manor Park for an Easter 
Monday Birmingham League (Northern) match.

This story of this game is not reflected in the score. A goal 
up at half-time, Burton were so completely outplayed in the 
second session that they were literally locked up in their own 
penalty area for 95 per cent of the half.

Borough did everything but get the ball into the Burton net, 
not once but half-a-dozen times, and the visitors’ goal had a 
charmed life. Then in the last three minutes of the match, the 
Albion got three goals with the attacking Nuneaton defence 
all out of position.

Really this astounding ending to the game had to be seen 
to be believed. Five minutes from the end Albion supporters 
were praying for the final whistle. Their defence had been 
kicking the ball anywhere so long as it was away from goal.

Borough had attacked often and long enough to have 
won the game hands down. The trouble was they had no 
marksmen. Chances were missed; other times the Albion goal 
had remarkable escapes; and when the ball was anywhere 
near to hand, Townsend proved his competency.

The Albion’s luckiest escape came midway through the 
second half when Jakeman met a Jessop cross and shot 
against a post.

Yes, the Albion were thanking their lucky stars for still being 
one goal ahead as the game drew to its close. Then in a sudden 
breakaway on the right, Bullock squared the ball for Stamps to 
beat Barber. Before the stunned crowd had got over this shock, 
Bullock had the ball in the Borough net twice more. Barber 
might have done better with two of them. Bullock had scored 
Burton’s first-half goal after just six minutes.

While there can be no doubt that for most of the game and 
especially in the second half, Borough played the better 
football and were undeniably the better side, the fact is that 
near goal they were most unimpressive – and good football 
without goals gets a side just nowhere.

 Whitwick Colliery v Nuneaton Borough 16-04-1955 
Whitwick: Parsons; Rennocks and Wood; Farmer, Storer and Middleton; 
Meredith, White, Holland, Smith and Foster.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; Jakeman, Bromley, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Whitwick Colliery for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) match.

A goal by Bernard Jones seventeen minutes after half-time at 
Whitwick was worth its weight in gold, for it gave Borough full 
points while championship challengers Burton Albion were 
drawing a blank at Oswestry.

This victory, however unconvincing it might have been, may 
have given Borough the championship, for whereas before 
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the match they needed seven points to clinch the issue, 
afterwards they needed only three points from the remaining 
four games.

The all-important goal was a good one, Jones heading 
through perfectly an equally perfect Bill Jessop cross. He 
placed his header so well that Parsons in the Whitwick goal 
just had no chance. Indeed, he very nearly repeated the dose 
not long afterwards. Again, a header beat Parsons, but this 
time full-back Rennocks, on the line, seemed to keep the ball 
out with his hand and leg. It looked to be a penalty, but the 
referee missed the incident and Rennocks kicked clear.

Apart from a first-half shot by Jakeman which hit the bar near 
the angle with the post, and a storming last-minute left foot 
drive by Jones which just skimmed the bar. Borough’s scoring 
efforts were once again very poor. Fortunately, Whitwick’s 
work near goal was equally bad – or else the result might 
have been a different one.

Generally speaking Whitwick were the better side in the 
first-half and Borough in the second, each doing most of the 
attacking when helped by a strong cross wind.

Though penned in for long periods after the change of ends, 
Whitwick nevertheless made a determined attempt in the 
closing stages to save the game, and Barber had to deal with 
several shots. Once he lost the ball in the sun and nearly let it 
go through; then although over the line himself, he punched 
away another Colliery shot. Borough’s performance was not 
that of potential champions. It was much too streaky. Yet 
in these dying days of the season it is the points that really 
matter and not the manner of the performance.

Benefits For Barber  And Whitcroft
This is the benefit season for two Borough FC stalwarts – 
Arthur Barber and Tommy Whitcroft, and it is fitting that it 
should prove Borough’s championship year.

The players are to share two benefits – one on May 7 and the 
other early next season. On May 7, Borough first team will 
play Birmingham City and Mr Turner, the City manager, has 
promised to send a strong side.

Whitcroft can be described as one of the best “locals” ever 
to play for the club. Member of a well-known Ansley sporting 
family, he joined Borough after having had a game with 
Coventry City. Early on in his career he had the misfortune to 
break an ankle, but after shaking off the effects of that injury 
he developed into a sound, often brilliant, wing-half – an 
attacking half with a terrific shot in either foot.

Arthur Barber was picked up from Barlestone and almost 
immediately gained a first-team place – a place which has 
never been in danger although having to compete with 
such fine players as Des Lewis (now with Tamworth), Fred 
Woolner and John Thornton. He has given many brilliant 
performances, especially in the numerous FA Cup ties in 
which the club has figured during the past five years.

 Darlaston v Nuneaton Borough 18-04-1955 
Darlaston: Bayley; Tomkinson and Martin; Bright, Rushton and 
Johnson; Dawes, Thomas, Everitt, Deeley and Hart.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; Jakeman, Bromley, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Darlaston for a Birmingham 
League (Northern) encounter.

As a result of drawing at Darlaston while Burton Albion 
were losing at Leek, Borough became champions of the 
Birmingham League Northern Section.

A last-minute defensive blunder enabled Darlaston to save 
the game. Eddie Thornton sliced a clearance to Thomas who 
had no difficulty in beating Barber from close range. Holding 
had given Borough the lead 15 minutes from the end. A ball 
up the right wing found Jakeman who slipped the ball inside 
to Bromley. The latter pulled the ball back to Holding who 
from outside the area left Bayley standing with a grand shot.

Although they only saved the game in the last minute 
Darlaston would have been unlucky to have lost for they were 
the equals of the Borough even though they had enthusiasm 
alone to offer. Borough again played disappointingly. They 
worked well enough in midfield and used the ball cleverly, 
but when it came to finishing off their moves – well they could 
have done a great deal better. With better marksmanship 
they could have won by a comfortable margin, but the fact 
that they did not get a goal until the 75th minute meant that 
they were always struggling.

There was not much wrong with the Borough defence, that last-
minute blunder apart; the trouble was the attack. Jakeman and 
Bromley on the right wing were seldom in the game and were 
completely lacking in thrust. Jones was too often left upfield 
on his own. Holding and Jessop did fairly well but have played 
much better. Hughes was Borough’s oustanding player.

The only thing that can be said in extenuation of this listless 
Borough display is that they may have been upset when the 
referee failed to award them a perfectly good goal after 30 
minutes’ play. From a Jakeman corner Jones headed the ball 
well wide of the goalkeeper and the ball was quite two feet 
over the line when a defender hooked it away. Everybody on 
the ground knew it was a goal – everybody except the referee.

 Nuneaton Borough v Oswestry 23-04-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Jakeman, Holding, Bassett and Jessop.
Oswestry: Hetherington; Hobson and Broadhead; Ball, Spark and 
Briggs; Tomlinson, Anderson, Knowles, Holmes and Riddick.

Borough welcomed Oswestry Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League (Northern) fixture.

Having lost seven of the last eight home points Borough, 
though not at their very best, gave a vastly improved display 
on recent performances. This might be attributed to two 
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factors – Stan James’ re-appearance on the right wing and 
to the lighter load shouldered by the players following the 
clinching of the championship.

It was no coincidence that goals, which have been so difficult 
to get of late should have come much more easily on the right 
winger’s re-appearance. James was not at his best; we have 
seen him in much more devastating mood. But after missing 
several games and lasting only 30 minutes at Burton, it was 
obvious he would have to exercise great care. Even so he did 
enough to prove what an acquisition he has been this season. 
He left the field 15 minutes from the end, but by then the 
points were in safe keeping.

This was Borough’s best display since the Good Friday match 
at Burton; a display much more in keeping with a side that 
has carried off a championship.

Borough had to make a late change after Jones reported 
unfit. Holding moved from inside-left to centre-forward and 
young Terry Bassett came in at inside-left. The most marked 
improvement was in attack. It didn’t always do the right thing, 
but some of its moves were first-class with the third and fourth 
goals being the outcome of delightful passing moves.

Borough’s real strength was at half-back, Hughes being ably 
supported by Corbett and Whitcroft. Corbett put in a terrific 
amount of hard work, while Whitcroft, ever on the look-out 
for a chance to shoot, put in the two best shots of the match. 
One was a terrific drive which Hetherington brilliantly pushed 
over the bar for a corner. The Oswestry keeper was the 
visitors’ best performer.

Borough opened their account after six minutes’ play when a 
centre by James was headed through by Jessop. The second 
goal came after 30 minutes. James netting after a move in 
which Jessop and Jakeman had a hand. Ten minutes after 
half-time a perfect movement in which Whitcroft, Jessop and 
Bassett all took part ended in Holding beating Hetherington 
from close in. At 65 minutes James and Jakeman made an 
opening for Holding again to score from close range. Jessop got 
the fifth and final goal eight minutes from the end when he was 
sent clean through on the left. He nodded the ball down to his 
feet and though not getting hold of the ball properly his shot 
beat Hetherington and entered the far end of the net.

Borough FC players, members of the Supporters’ Club and friends at a 
championship celebration dance organised by the Supporters’ Club at St 
George’s Hall on Saturday night.

Death Of Former Footballer
The older generation of 
Nuneaton sportsmen will 
learn with regret of the 
death of Mr Alban Moore, 
of 120, Haunchwood Road, 
Stockingford, former well-
known footballer.

Seventy-two years of age, Mr 
Moore, who died on Saturday 

morning, played for the old Stockingford FC, Nuneaton 
Town, with whom he won a Birmingham Combination 
championship medal in 1906-07, and Hinckley United. 
He was a left-winger or left wing-half.

Two of his brothers, both now dead – George and Isaac – 
were also well-known footballers, the former playing for 
Nuneaton Town and later Birmingham City.

For a number of years, Mr Moore worked at Haunchwood 
Brick and Tile Co., and prior to that was employed at the 
Old Pit and the Tunnel Pit. He is survived by his wife.

The funeral took place at St Paul’s Church and Bucks Hill 
Cemetery.

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 30-04-1955 
Bilston: Harris; Price and Wright; Mason, Wakeman and Pearson; 
Skinner, Crowther, Fellows, Kirkham and Whittall.
Borough: Barker; Thornton and Stevens; Corbett, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Bassett, Jakeman, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Queen Street to take on Bilston 
in a Birmingham League (Northern) match.

Borough lost their final away match of the season because they 
missed at least three golden scoring opportunities, two in the 
last 15 minutes when they attacked desperately in an effort to 
save the game. But all their late efforts came to naught through 
the inability of the forwards to round off their attacks. In the 
first-half Borough aided by a wind blowing up the slope, had 
sufficient chances to have made defeat out of the question.

The home goal had a number of lucky escapes, notably when 
Holding headed against the woodwork and when Harris had to 
go full length to save from Corbett. The goalkeeper made other 
fine saves while both Whitcroft and Jakeman just failed to force 
the ball over the line in desperate goalmouth struggles.

In one of Bilston’s comparatively few first-half raids, Roy 
Stevens, deputising for Mick Snowball, saved a certain goal 
on the line. On the whole, however, Borough should have 
crossed over with at least three goals on their slate, instead 
of just one – which was scored when a Jones’ header from 
Bassett’s corner kick struck goalkeeper Harris’ shoulder and 
glanced into the net.

Borough’s great chance came six minutes after half-time 
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when Holding, put clean away, shot outside with only the 
goalkeeper to beat. It was an easy chance and a bad miss.

A minute later Holding gave away a free-kick. Mason sent the 
ball high towards goal. Crowther was unmarked and at the 
last moment rose into the air and a flick of the head turned the 
ball out of Barber’s reach to level the scores. Borough had a 
bad patch after that and were obviously rattled by Bilston’s hit 
and run tactics. It was during this period – in the 57th minute – 
when Crowther ran on to a through-pass to put his side ahead.

It was then that Borough got together again. Attack after 
attack was launched on the Bilston goal. In one of them, 
Bassett got right through only to shoot straight at the 
goalkeeper. Then came the worst miss of the lot. With only 
eleven minutes left to play Bassett squared a perfect pass 
to Jones who was not more than four yards out and bang in 
front of goal. He had ample time to kill the ball, and push it 
out of Harris’ reach. Instead, he merely pushed a foot out and 
the ball spun yards wide of the goal.

After a shaky start Stevens did well; Bassett was a great trier 
but hardly at home on the right-wing.

 Nuneaton Borough v Gresley Rovers 02-05-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Stevens; Corbett, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
Bassett, Jakeman, Jones, Holding and Jessop.
Gresley: Newball; McGuire and Cashmore; Corner, Bridgett and 
E. Duggins; Green, Crooks, G. Duggins, Haines and Allen.

Borough welcomed Gresley Rovers to Manor Park for the final 
Birmingham League (Northern) match of the season.

Borough’s forward line was scarcely recognisable from 
the one which failed so dismally at Bilston on Saturday. 
Goalscoring looked easy and but for the goalkeeping of 
Newball, a cricket score might have been registered.

In the first-half Borough faced a strong, almost fierce wind 
and it was clear right from the start that the best they could 
hope for was to keep the Rovers out. Not only did they do 
this, but in the last minute of the half went into the lead when 
Jones had his legs chopped from under him near goal and 
Jessop rammed home the penalty kick.

In the second half Borough made hay while the wind 
blew. Ten minutes after half-time Corbett, a terrific worker 
throughout, beat Newball with a long high shot – and that 
was the signal for a goal riot.

At 60 minutes Holding headed through a neat Bassett cross; 
six minutes later the same player cleverly ran into position 
to head home a well-placed Corbett free-kick; at 75 minutes 
Corbett and Holding paved the way for Jakeman to net a fifth; 
Holding made it six ten minutes from the end; and Jessop 
completed the scoring with five minutes left to play.

Borough really shaped like champions in the second 
half when they carried out their moves with a speed and 
cleverness which completely bewildered the opposition and 
Newball scarcely had a moment’s respite.

Hughes and Corbett were outstanding in a solid Borough 
defence. Terry Bassett proved that he knows what he is 
about, although again operating on the right wing. Holding 
had one of his best home games; usually he has been more 
prominent on opponents’ grounds. Jakeman had his best 
match since his first appearance at Bloxwich. For Gresley 
Owen Cashmore is a much-improved player from his Borough 
days and former England player Sammy Crooks had a good 
first-half, but not unnaturally faded out later.

Tommy Hughes, Borough FC captain, receives the championship shield 
from Mr T. Stone, chairman of the Birmingham and District League, after 
the game against Gresley Rovers at Manor Park on Monday. Between 
Mr Stone and the Borough skipper is Mr Reg Carris, chairman of the 
directors, and on the extreme right Mr George Dutton, league secretary. 
  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Billy Ball Dies
A well-known Nuneaton Town 
footballer of the 1900s, Mr William 
“Billy” Ball, of 50 Stewart Street, 
Nuneaton, died on Wednesday night 
in Manor Hospital at the age of 78, 
following a seizure in the afternoon.

Like Mr Alban Moore, of Stockingford 
whose death was reported last week, Mr Ball, a 
centre-half, played for Nuneaton when they won the 
Birmingham Combination championship in 1906-07.

Later – in 1908-09 – he captained Hinckley United 
when they won all four senior cups in the area – the 
Leicestershire Senior Cup, the Hinckley Senior Cup, 
the Coalville Senior Cup and the championship of the 
Leicestershire Senior League. That season they won 
all the competitions for which they entered with the 
exception of the FA Cup.

A native of Burton-on-Trent, Mr Ball had lived in 
Nuneaton for 58 years. A retired miner, he worked at 
Arley and Keresley collieries for 45 years.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Birmingham City 07-05-1955 

Borough welcomed Birmingham City to Manor Park for a 
benefit match in support of Arthur Barber’s testimonial. 
Borough secured a 3-2 victory over the “Blues” with Holding, 
James and Jones getting the goals.

Borough Celebrate Championship At 
Long Shoot
Telegrams of congratulations from Aston Villa, the Wolves, 
Banbury Spencer and Bedworth Town were read out at the 
championship celebration dinner of Nuneaton Borough FC at 
the Long Shoot Hotel on Friday night.

“A splendid season of success. Your consistent form 
throughout the whole season confirms you as worthy 
champions,” stated the Wolves’ message.

The Villa’s telegram referred to the excellent management 
and loyalty of the players, while Bedworth described it as 
a magnificent and well deserved winning of the Northern 
Section of the Birmingham and District League.

Proposing the toast to the Borough FC, Mr J. T. Stone 
(president of the Birmingham League) traced the ups and 
downs of the league. The turning point, he said, was when 
Borough rejoined the league several seasons ago from the 
Birmingham Combination. At the time, he could plainly see 
that if Nuneaton rejoined it would not be long before other 
clubs would follow. Everybody else did follow.

The league pondered as to why Borough were leaving their 
“local rivals,” but he thought it was the £3 wage limit which 
had bothered the club.

Strong League
After congratulating Borough on their success, Mr Stone 
said: “I think in two or three years time, whether we get four 
up and down, or two up and down, the First Division of the 
Birmingham League will be one of the strongest outside 
League football.”

He hoped Nuneaton would go on from strength to strength, 
and that he would be back to see them win the championship 
of Division 1.

“I don’t think it will be easy,” he said. “Division 1 will be 
very good and I think it should be the answer in time to that 
Midland Section of the Football League.”

Responding, Mr R. Carris (chairman of Borough FC) said it 
was a great moment for him and his fellow directors for 
the team to bring the championship shield to Nuneaton for 
the first time.

The previous Wednesday at the league dinner he was 
intrigued by the knowledge that the team had played in the 
oldest league in the world next to the English League. The 

Birmingham League was formed just 12 months after the 
English League.

The True Spirit
To win the league, Borough had not only had good players, but 
11 boys with one intent and purpose of playing the game. He 
felt last season they had moulded together a team of boys that 
had shown the true spirit of football. The players had always 
been instructed it was the referee who controlled the game.

Borough FC had been a fortunate club in having an efficient 
secretary, Mr P. Osborne. There was no club in the league with 
a more sincere and hard working man. With a secretary of his 
ability and ambition he felt the club “will go places.”

Mr Carris said he was also pleased to see present Mr H. 
Watkins, the first chairman of the club. They had now lost his 
services through ill-health.

In proposing the toast “Our Guests,” Mr F. J. Perry (vice-
chairman) said Nuneaton had been members of the 
Birmingham League on one or two occasions. In 1934-35 
season, they were just “pipped” for the championship. During 
that season, the club never lost a home match.

Welcoming Mr H. W. F. Clay, chairman of Nuneaton RFC, Mr 
Perry said last year the two clubs clashed in a match for the 
TB Fund with a good result. They hoped in the near future a 
similar match would be played.

Good Friends
Replying, Mr Clay said the two clubs were good friends, and 
he was sorry the game between them could not be played 
this year. They hoped it would be played another season. By 
winning the championship, Borough FC had brought a lot of 
publicity and advertisement to the town. He congratulated 
both the first and second teams for “the first team could not 
have won without a good second team.”

Mr G. Dutton (secretary of the Birmingham League) presented 
championship plaques to the players and to Mr P. Osborne.

Season Review 1954-55
Champions But . . .
Need To Improve Attack For Next Season

Perhaps the most remarkable feature of Borough’s record 
in this first-ever Birmingham League (North) championship 
season is that they picked up 29 points on opponents’ ground 
– only one fewer than at home. They were beaten three times 
at home – by Brush Sports, Atherstone and Burton – yet only 
lost two away matches – at Shrewsbury and Bilston, the 
latter defeat being in their final away match of the season.

There can be no argument at all that the championship was 
settled by that brilliant run from October 9 to March 3 when 
Borough collected 32 out of 34 points – a really brilliant run.
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Then came that unexpected home defeat by Brush Sports on 
March 12. From that date until the final game of the season 
Borough dropped 14 of the last 24 points. These included 
three home defeats.

Though in the end they carried off the league championship 
with plenty to spare, it was felt by some that it was fortunate 
that the team had built up an almost unassailable lead before 
Stan James’ injury at Bloxwich Strollers, for the attack never 
seemed happy without the brilliant right-winger, indeed was 
always struggling.

The big lead built up mid-season coupled with the fact that 
Burton had so many midweek fixtures in the dying weeks of 
the season were the decisive factors in Borough’s success.

Remarkable Fact
A most remarkable fact was that Borough should have carried 
off the championship without a regular centre-forward. Six 
were played during the season and not one of them filled the 
bill in the same way as Freimanis or an Eddie Davies.

Phillips, Deeley, Snowball, Sanders, Holding and Jones all 
occupied the position in turn. None adequately filled the 
bill. They each lacked “bite” near goal. It looked as though 
Bernard Jones might fill the bill when he registered a hat-
trick in his first game, but he failed to keep it up. Lack of ball 
control was his main failing. In the air he was quite good. 
However, considering his lack of experience on the whole he 
rendered useful service.

Best forwards were unquestionaly the two wingers – James 
and Jessop. James could be ranked among the club’s 
best-ever right wingers. His cleverness with the ball and 
devastating speed made him a menace to all opposing 
defences. I never saw any full-back subdue him.

Jessop was always likely to do something spectacular; he 
often did. And quite often, too, he got himself into a tangle. 
By an large he again proved to be one of the best left wingers 
in the league with the ability to cross the ball from almost 
any angle, any distance. He was also an asset with his penalty 
kicking, though missing a few times.

Holding’s Value
Holding was the best of the inside forwards. He developed into 
a schemer rather than a marksman, although now and again 
he got a brilliant goal. The defence, generally speaking, was the 
strong part of the team and played a major part in bringing the 
championship to Manor Park. Even though Dudley Kernick was 
a solid right-half, the club did a good stroke of business when 
Arthur Corbett was signed, for he was generally regarded as 
one of the best wing-halves in the league.

After playing a few games at inside right he took over at wing-
half from Kernick and made the half-back line one of the best 
in this class of football, for both skipper Tommy Hughes and 
left-half Tommy Whitcroft have been right on top of their job 
the season through.

Just Arthur
Eddie Thornton has been a consistently good right back, 
while Mick Snowball, although having an erratic spell towards 
the end of the season, nevertheless again rendered yeoman 
service. And what can be said of Arthur Barber? Simply that 
he was Arthur Barber!

The immediate future? The need is for two top-class forwards 
– a centre-forward who can get goals and an inside man who 
can shoot as well as carve out the openings. For – and make 
no mistake about this – the Birmingham League First Division 
next season will be a much tougher proposition than the 
Northern Section has been this past season. Points will be 
hard come by.

Goalscorers
Although he missed eight of the last ten games, Stan James 
topped the goalscoring list with 19 goals. The list is as follows:

James 19, Phillips 17, Jessop 17, Holding 17, 
Jones 11, Whitcroft 9, Snowball 7, Sanders 4, 
Pollard 3, Bottrill 2, Ayton 2, Jakeman 2, 
Bassett 1, Corbett 1, Opponents 3. Total 115

Playing Records
Borough’s league record was as follows:

P38 W26 D7 L5 F115 A43 Pts 59

Borough’s full record for the season was:

P42 W27 D7 L8 F119 A54

Nuneaton Borough AGM 1955
Borough FC Profits Not Through Gates
It was reported at the annual general meeting of Nuneaton 
Borough FC this week that in the club’s championship season 
there was a net profit of £266 14s. 3d., but that was only 
made possible by donations and subscriptions amounting to 
£1,092 15s. 8d.

But for these donations and subscriptions, the balance sheet 
would have disclosed a loss of over £600. This means that 
“gate” receipts are not covering the cost of running the club.

Gate receipts amounted to £4,701 19s. 0d.; season tickets, 
transfer fees and donations amounted to £1,092 15s. 8d. This 
latter figure includes £383 11s. 8d. from the Supporters’ Club. 
Expenditure was £5,528.

The retiring directors, Messrs. R. Carris and F. J. Perry, were 
re-elected.

At the directors’ meeting which followed, Mr R. Carris was 
re-elected chairman, Mr F. J. Perry vice-chairman, and Mr P. 
Osborne, hon. secretary.

It was reported that a notice of motion to make the minumum 
charge for league matches 1s. 6d. next season was being tabled 
(not by the Borough FC) for the next league meeting.
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Birmingham League Final Table 1954-1955 
 P W D L F A Pts
Nuneaton Borough 38 26  7  5 112  43 59
Wolves “A” 38 24  2 12 106  65 50
Burton 38 23  3 12 100  50 49
Shrewsbury Reserves 38 20  6 12 102  68 46
Walsall Reserves 38 20  5 13  83  71 45
Brush Sports 38 19  7 12  90  56 45
Bedworth Town 38 20  4 14  95  58 44
Bilston 38 17 10 11  86  65 44
Hinckley Athletic 38 18  7 13  89  77 43
Whitwick Colliery 38 18  6 14  95  70 42
Oswestry 38 17  6 15  84  72 40
Gresley 38 13 11 14  71  71 37
Hednesford 38 14  9 15  72  78 36
Atherstone Town 38 15  5 18  88 101 35
Tamworth 38 13  8 17  67  75 34
Leek Town 38 10  9 19  64  94 29
Darlaston 38  8  8 22  57 110 24
Wellington 38  8  5 25  58 123 21
Birch Coppice 38  6  8 24  47 100 20
Bloxwich Strollers 38  7  3 28  47 161 17

Borough Sign Fred Slater
Centre-forward Fred Slater, 
whom Borough FC have signed 
for next season, started his 
career with Birmingham City 
on November 7, 1947, after 
being demobilised from the 
army.

The following season he went 
on tour to Switzerland and 
in November of that year 

sustained a broken leg playing against Huddersfield. He 
was with Birmingham City for four seasons.

In 1951 Fred was transferred to York City for whom he 
played regularly in the first team. In 1952 he joined Corby 
Town, the Midland League club, and has been regular 
first team leader since that time. He has scored well over 
100 goals in Midland League and Cup games. He is still 
on York City’s transfer list.

Much of the spade-work which led to the signing of 
Slater was done by Stan James.

The Borough club announces that the following players 
have re-signed: A. Barber, J. Thornton, W. Stevens, 
E. Thornton, A. Corbett, T. Hughes, T. Whitcroft, R. Bache, 
S. James, B. Jones, E. Holding, W. Jessop and T. Bassett.

Mick Snowball Re-Signs
Mick Snowball, Borough’s left-back, has now re-signed for the 
club for next season.

The following last season reserve team players have also 
re-signed: J. McKenna, M. Porter, B. Thompson, J. Bottrill, 
R. Lines, J. H. McKenna.

New players also signed by the club are: R. Gaylor, a full-back, 
who last season was with Birch Coppice in the Birmingham and 
District League; W. Hopper, centre-half, with Arley last season; 
K. Barratt, full-back, last season played with Bulkington.

Supporters’ Club Promise £100 Or 
More At Christmas

‘No Hatchet To Bury’ Says Director
“There is no hatchet to bury. I cannot see where the directors 
have been ‘dirty’,” stated Mr J. F. L. Lenton, JP, a director of 
Nuneaton Borough FC, when at an extraordinary general 
meeting of the Supporters’ Club on Monday, a suggestion was 
made that the two clubs should settle their differences.

Mr W. H. Sutton, chairman of the Supporters’ Club, who 
presided, said the meeting had been called to discuss the 
financing of the parent club.

The directors had appealed for finance, but the Supporters’ 
Club was bound by a minute passed at its annual general 
meeting that it would not do anything regarding financial 
help until after Christmas.

The feeling now was that that minute might want re-
consideration or confirmation, and the question was deemed 
important enough to call an extraordinary general meeting.

Mr T. H. Loose said as the mover of that meeting he though he 
should explain why it was necessary to help the parent club 
now. If the parent club really thought it needed money before 
Christmas, it would enable it to carry on getting the best 
players as was done last season.

I think in the best interest of football in Nuneaton this minute 
ought to be rescinded and we should help the parent club as 
from now,” he said.

Cannot Support Itself
Mr Sutton: The crux of the matter as revealed by the 
parent club is that even a team capable of winning the 
championship and going into the first round of the FA Cup 
cannot support itself on the gate money.

Mr M. Smith pointed out the Supporters’ Club had always 
done its best and had never yet refused the parent club.
During the last twelve months, however, they had had no 
co-operation whatsoever, and the parent club was now 
turning to them...
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Borough Sign Two Inside Men
Borough FC announce the signing of two inside-forwards - 
Joseph Morris, who was a full-time professional with Crewe 
Alexandra, the Third Division club, and Leslie Carrington, long 
regarded as one of the best forwards in the league.

Morris, aged 22, was on the books of Leicester City before 
joining Crewe. Carrington has been with Brush Sports for 
the last few season and has been a prolific goalscorer. Like 
Morris, he was formerly with Leicester City.

Borough officials are interviewing another player with 
League experience this weekend and are hopeful of securing 
his signature. Applications have been received from quite 
a number of players for trials with the club and these 
applicants will be included in trial games both public and 
private before the start of the season. Any other player who 
would like a trial with the club is asked to get in touch with 
Mr W. Boffin, 4 Kingsway, Nuneaton, or hon. secretary, P. 
Osborne, Newtown Road, Nuneaton, giving full particulars.

FA Cup
Borough have once again been exempted from the 
preliminary round and early qualifying rounds of the FA Cup, 
and will come into the Fourth Qualifying Round to be played 
on Saturday, November 5

Les Carrington, who comes to Borough 
with the record of having scored between 
250 and 300 goals for Brush Sports.
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Hereford United — 4th Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton welcomed Hereford United 
to Manor Park for a 4th Qualifying 
Round FA Cup tie.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; James, 
Phillips, Sanders, Bromley and Jessop.

Hereford: Sewell; Layton and Chilvers; 
Mountford, Thompson and Lewis; Bowen, 
Blair, Vigar, James and Lang.

It was something like the old Borough, 
the fighting Borough, which overcame 
Southern Leaguers Hereford United 
and thus took the club in the First 
Round Proper for the second year in 
succession and the third time in five 
years – surely a record which few junior 
professional sides can boast.

Not many people really fancied 
Borough’s chances after a succession 
of poor home displays, but it was 
soon obvious that this was an entirely 
different Borough, the Cup fighting 
Borough. It took them little more than 
ten minutes to weigh up the strength 
of the opposition and thereafter – or at 
any rate until the dying minutes of the 
game – there was seldom any doubt 
they were going to win.

They built up a 3-1 lead and held  an 
unquestioned advantage until eight 
minutes from the end when United got 
a goal to put them back into the game. 
From that point until the final whistle 
the ball travelled backwards and 
forwards, and if the Borough goal had 
its escapes, so did Hereford’s.

Hereford made quite a few classical 
moves. Their trouble was that they 
could not sustain their good football 
– because they came up against a 
great defence which tackled so swiftly, 
so deadly, so determinedly, that the 
Hereford forwards had little or no time 
to think ahead, to plan moves.

It would be unfair to single out any one 
defender as outstanding, so grandly 
did they all play. There was a grim 
determination, a never-say-die spirit 
about everything they did.

The Hereford defence never seemed 
to adequately cope with a vastly 
improved Borough attack, especially 
when the ball was kept on the ground. 
It was only when the ball was in the 
air that centre-half Thompson, the 
old Sheffield United player and his 
collegues were able to cope.

The pace of James and the persistence 
of young Alec Sanders was something 
the Hereford defenders couldn’t cope 
with. Although Borough’s tearaway 
leader had a disturbing effect on the 
Hereford defence, had he been more 
experienced he may have taken full 
advantage of all the chances that 
went his way.

Hereford were much the bigger side, 
but Borough’s speed more than 
compensated for lack of inches. George 
Mountford, formerly of Stoke City, gave 
an outstanding display at right-half for 
the United, while Vigar led the forwards 
well without being able to get much 
change out of Tommy Hughes, back in 
his very best form.

Borough opened the scoring after 27 
minutes when Whitcroft hit a long ball 
down the middle. The Hereford players 
stopped playing for a second, thinking 
Sanders was offside. It proved fatal, for 
the centre-forward turned and beat 
Sewell with a well-placed ground shot.

On 37 minutes, after Barber had made 
two fine saves, James levelled the 
scores with a speculative shot which 
gave the goalkeeper no chance. 
But three minutes later Borough 
were ahead again. Jessop broke 
through on the left and from almost 
off the deadball line squared the 
ball for Phillips to hit it first time 
into the net via the underside of the 
bar and post.

Five minutes after half-time Borough 
struck again. Jessop started the 
move with a pass to Bromley. The 
latter turned inside and pushed the 
ball in front of Whitcroft. The left-half 
hit the ball first-time for it to strike 
Lewis before going into the net past a 
helpless Sewell.

Hereford got their second goal eight 
minutes from the end when a cleverly 
executed combination move saw Blair 
beat Barber to the ball and slip it into 
the empty net.

This was a great win for Borough – a 
performance which aroused the 5,000 
spectators to a pitch of excitement 
similar to that which prevailed during 
last season’s Cup run.

Brentford — 1st Round Proper
Nuneaton made the journey to Griffin 
Park to face Brentford in a 1st Round 
Proper FA Cup tie.
Brentford: Feehan; Horne and Latimer; 
Coote, Dargie and Robinson; Heath, 
Rainford, Stobbart, Towers and Dare

Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; 
Kernick, Hughes and Whitcroft; James, 
Phillips, Holding, Sanders and Jessop.

It would be easy to point to Borough’s 
faults and failings, and to criticise 
Alec Sanders for missing a golden 
opportunity late in the game of 
bringing Brentford back to Manor Park, 
but what cannot be questioned is 
Borough’s courage and determination. 
They were, indeed, gallant losers.

Brentford were the better side and 
played good football for a longer 
period than Borough, whose main 
efforts were confined to the opening 
and closing stages of the game. 
Between those two periods there can 
be no argument about the fact that 
Brentford called the tune.

Borough lost the game in the middle 
period – in the period immediately 
before half-time and during the first 
20 minutes of the second half. During 
this time Brentford not only equalised 
– Jessop had given Borough the lead in 
the 11th minute – but snatched what 
proved to be the decisive goal.

Both before and afterwards Borough 
showed the 13,000 odd crowd that 
they were not a very great deal inferior 
to a Third Division side. Indeed at the 
start and at the end of the game the 
home defenders, especially full-backs 
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Horne and Latimer, were often so hard 
pressed that they were glad to boot the 
ball into the crowd.

In view of their early good form 
and that early goal, it is difficult to 
understand why in that vital mid-
period of the game, even allowing 
for the excellent quality of the 
football played by the home side, 
Borough should so completely have 
lost their composure, for it was proved 
earlier and again later that so long 
as they played football they were in 
the game with more than an outside 
chance of winning.

But lose their composure they did. 
For about 30 minutes they seemed 
to be chasing shadows – chasing 
opponents who, then at any rate, 
seemed yards faster on the ball. It 
was obvious that goals would come; 
indeed Borough were a trifle lucky not 
to concede more than a couple, for in 
spite of the ease with which they got 
through, the Brentford forwards were 
anything but convincing in front of goal 
and chances were missed.

There were two occasions when only 
miraculous saves by Arthur Barber 
from headers by Stobbart prevented 
the home side increasing their lead.

It was not until Brentford got their 
second goal, 17 minutes after half 
time that Borough realised they could 
only keep in the game so long as they 
settled down and played football as at 
the start of the game.

And as soon as Borough started playing 
football again, Brentford’s supremacy 
ended. Certainly once or twice the 
visitors’ goal had a narrow squeak, but 
so did the Brentford goal.

First there was the occasion when 
James hit a hard, low ball across the 
goalmouth. Feehan could only go 
down and push the ball away. There 
was a loose ball asking to be cracked 
into the net. Fortunately for Brentford 
there was no Borough forward on hand 
to take advantage of an easy chance.

Next came Sanders’ remarkable miss 

and then with only a minute or so to 
go Feehan saved magnificently at the 
expense of a corner, a terrific cross-
shot from Jessop.

A big factor in Brentford’s success was 
the brilliant right-wing play of Rainford 
and Heath. They were never subdued 
and led the majority of the assaults 
on the Borough goal. Rainford was the 
schemer and Heath the man who led 
the visiting defenders a merry dance.

The opposite wing pair, Towers and 
Dare caused little trouble. Generally 
speaking, however, Brentford had 
the better attack, for James alone 
remained a sustained menace to the 
home defence.

The game’s outstanding players were 
Barber, the two centre halves, Hughes 
and Dargie, the two right-wingers 
James and Heath, and Brentford’s 
inside-right Rainford.

Tommy Hughes had a difficult 
customer to hold in the bustling 
Stobbart. The centre-forward tried his 
best early on to unsettle the Borough 
skipper but failed in his mission, and 
Hughes had every bit as good a day 
dealing with Stobbart as Dargie did 
dealing with Holding.

 

Borough’s goal after 11 minutes 
play was a beauty. James made all 
the running and Latimer, in sheer 
desperation, made a hash of his 
attempted clearance. The ball ran 
to Jessop standing in the inside-left 
position quite 30 yards out. Without 
hesitation he let drive and the next 
moment the ball was nestling in the 
roof of the Brentford net.

Borough held their one goal lead until 
eleven minutes after half-time when a 
free-kick near the centre spot landed 
right in the Borough goalmouth. The 
ball bobbed about and then ran to the 
unmarked Dare who from close range 
had no trouble in scoring.

Six minutes later the home side got 
the winning goal, Stobbart slamming 
the ball into the net from an acute 
angle – an angle from which he would 
probably have missed eight times 
out of ten.

So while we must give Brentford the 
credit for the narrow victory, we may 
feel satisfied that Borough once again 
put up a great show against Third 
Division rivals. They certainly did not 
go out without a great fight.

Borough fans before their journey to Brentford for the First Round Proper FA Cup tie
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Birmingham League (Northern): Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1954-55   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.21 Hednesford Town H L 3-3 Ayton (2), James 
08.23 Wolves “A” A L 2-2 Phillips, Whitcroft
08.28 Tamworth A L 1-0 Phillips
09.04 Bilston H L 4-1 James (2), Phillips, Jessop
09.11 Brush Sports A L 1-1 Phillips
09.13 Brierley Hill Alliance H BSC1 1-2 Phillips
09.18 Leek Town H L 5-2 Snowball (3), Phillips (2)
09.20 Brierley Hill Alliance A MC F 1-5 Phillips
09.25 Wellington Town Res A L 5-2 Snowball (3), Phillips, Jessop
10.02 Walsall Res A L 4-0 James (2), Snowball, Jessop
10.09 Shrewsbury Town Res A L 1-3 Pollard
10.16 Hinckley Athletic H L 3-2 Pollard (2), Jessop
10.23 Birch Coppice Colliery H L 3-0 Sanders, James, o.g.
10.30 Bloxwich Strollers H L 3-1 Bottrill (2), Jessop
11.06 Hereford United H FAC4Q 3-2 Sanders, Phillips, o.g. 5,000
11.13 Shrewsbury Town Res H L 6-1 Whitcroft (2), Phillips (2), Holding, Jessop
11.20 Brentford A FAC1 1-2 Jessop    13,180
11.27 Whitwick Colliery H L 1-0 Burton (o.g.)
12.04 Oswestry Town   A L 2-1 Phillips, Jessop
12.11 Bedworth Town H L 4-1 Phillips (2), Whitcroft, James 4,400
12.18 Hednesford Town A L 1-1 James
12.25 Wolves “A” H L 4-2 James, Sanders, Whitcroft, Jessop
12.26 Atherstone Town A L 5-1 Holding (4), Phillips
01.01 Tamworth H L 4-1 James (2), Sanders, Phillips
01.8 Bedworth Town  A L 0-0
01.22 Darlaston H L 9-0 Jones (3), Jessop (2), James (2), Phillips, Holding
01.29 Birch Coppice Colliery A L 2-0 Jones, Whitcroft
02.05 Leek Town A L 3-2 James (3), Jessop
02.12 Wellington Town Res H L 3-0 James, Holding, Jones
03.05 Hinckley Athletic A L 3-2 Jones (3) 3126
03.12 Brush Sports H L 2-4 Jones, Corbett
03.19 Bloxwich Strollers A L 8-0 Holding (3), Jessop (2), Jakeman, Whitcroft, Bassett
03.26 Walsall Reserves H L 2-2 Jessop, Holding
04.02 Gresley Rovers A L 1-0 Jones
04.08 Burton Albion A L 2-0 James, Jessop
04.09 Atherstone Town H L 0-1
04.11 Burton Albion H L 0-4
04.16 Whitwick Colliery A L 1-0 Jones
04.18 Darlaston A? L 1-1 Holding
04.23 Oswestry Town   H L 5-0 Jessop (2), Holding (2), James
04.30 Bilston  A L 1-2 o.g.
05.02 Gresley Rovers   H L 7-0 Holding (3), Jessop (2), Corbett, Jakeman
05.07 Birmingham City H F 3-2 Holding, James, Jones

KEY:   L = Birmingham League (Northern),  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup,  MC = Maserfield Cup, 
F = Friendly (Arthur Barber’s Testimonial match)
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Mr Reg Carris (holding ball) chatting with some of the new players 
who took part in the Nuneaton Borough trial match on Saturday. 
Left-to-right: Mr F. Carris (director), Slater, Palmer, O’Connor, Morris, 
Turner, Harvey, Carrington, Lapworth (trainer), Mr F. Watkins (director). 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Trial Match
In the last two years, Nuneaton Borough FC trial matches 
have developed into a battle for the inside-forward positions, 
with other places regarded as foregone conclusions.

Saturday’s trial match, in which the Blue and Whites beat the 
Red and Whites 5-3 followed much the same kind of pattern. 
With new signings Les Carrington, Keith Turner and Joe 
Morris as well as Eddie Holding taking part, there was such 
an embarrassment of talent at inside forward that no one 
could envy the directors their task of choosing the two for 
tomorrow’s game.

The tall, fair Turner was generally the most impressive and 
it was perhaps significant that he took over Holding’s place 
after the interval in what was virtually the first-team attack.

Carrington’s abilities were already well known as a Brush 
Sports player, who had given Borough trouble in seasons 
past, while little Morris showed flashes of cleverness with the 
ball, characteristic of Stan James. Borough’s other problem 
spot (that of centre-forward) looked as though it could be 
filled satisfactorily.

After a very quiet first half in which he was completely 
subdued by Tommy Hughes, newcomer Fred Slater, formerly 
of Birmingham City and York City, showed the kind of form to 
be expected of an ex-League player. He scored an excellent 
second-half hat-trick, two of his goals coming from headers 
which left goalkeeper Barber glued to the ground.

His other goal came from a well-hit shot just inside the post 
from short range after he had deceived Hughes with his 
direction. To beat the Borough captain in this manner speaks 
highly for the ability of this big, new leader, whose powerful 
build could do much to put more thrust in Borough’s attack.

As so often happens, last season’s centre-forward, Bernard 

Jones also gave a first-class performance, though against poorer 
opposition and with stronger support from behind. Turning out 
only in the first-half, Jones himself notched a hat-trick in the first 
30 minutes, and looked an ideal leader, especially as all his goals 
were good ones and not of the gift variety.

Last season’s defence of Barber, Thornton, Snowball, Corbett, 
Hughes and Whitcroft, behaved with all its old assurance in 
the first-half, subduing the “Reds” attack, which included 
Stan James and Bill Jessop...

Mrs J. Lloyd hoisting Nuneaton Borough FC’s championship flag, given 
by her husband, before Saturday’s match. Watching are Mr Reg Carris 
(centre) and Mr Jack Lenton (right) directors. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

1955-56

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 20-08-1955 
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Harvey; Corbett, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Turner and Jessop.
Walsall: Davies; Haddington and Watson; Dyas, Jones and Billingham; 
Taylor, Shepherd, Richards, Peach and Moore.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Borough made a depressing start to their League campaign. 
It was a game in which the home side had as much of the play 
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as the visitors, indeed probably more, yet there was never any 
doubting Walsall’s superiority in ball play and certainly in the 
matter of getting goals. Walsall moved as a team and aided by 
Borough’s poor defensive work made goal-getting look easy; 
in fact much too easy for Borough supporters, many of whom 
started leaving the ground long before the finish.

Four of Walsall’s goals were gifts. When Peach got their first 
goal in the early minutes of the game, he appeared to be yards 
offside. Thornton bungled to give Moore a sitter third goal; 
Harvey put through his own goal for the fifth and Barber was 
at fault when Peach netted their seventh. Walsall’s other goals, 
scored by Peach, Richards and Shepherd, were all good.

It is an odd fact that although Barber was beaten seven times, 
he had less work to do than Davies in the Walsall goal. The 
latter gave a brilliant display, everything in the air in the penalty 
area was his. Once or twice he was lucky, especially when a 
defender got in the way of a Slater shot which looked a goal all 
the way and when a Whitcroft special nearly laid him low.

At the other end Barber, apart from fetching the ball out of 
the net, had few other shots to deal with. Which all goes to 
show how accurate Walsall’s finishing was. Newcomer Harvey 
at left-back, will wish to forget this game. Taylor ran him off 
his legs. Indeed the whole defence was shaky against an 
attack which moved sweetly all the way through.

The Borough forwards never did click. Carrington placed too 
much on top of Stan James, who thrives on the long ball. 
Keith Turner was never really in the game and towards the 
end he and Bill Jessop changed places.

All in all it was a sorry exhibition by the Northern Section 
champions, whose goals were scored by Tommy Whitcroft, 
with a grand shot following good work by Jessop in between 
Walsall’s second and third goals, and Bill Jessop from a 
penalty, when James was sandwiched.

 Worcester City Res. v Nuneaton Borough 22-08-1955 
Worcester: Biddulph; Woodman and Brown; McMurray, Dutson and 
Scrine; Grieves, Laing, Griffiths, Kell and McKenna.
Borough: Barber; Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Morris and Jessop.

Borough travelled to St George’s Lane to face Worcester City 
Reserves in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

A last-minute blunder by Arthur Barber, who has started the 
season in anything but Barber-like style, enabled Worcester 
to gain a totally undeserved victory over the Borough. When 
the winning goal came, spectators were leaving the ground 
remarking upon the home side’s luck in saving a point.

When a long ball was hit up the left wing, outside-right Grieve 
went after it. Although the latter was covered by Hughes 
and Snowball, Barber went tearing out of goal towards the 
right-winger, who was 40 yards away. Seeing the goalkeeper 
running out, Grieve lifted the ball high into the goalmouth 
and to the utter chagrin of the Borough team, the ball 

bounced in front of goal and crossed the line just before 
Snowball could race back to clear it. It was a cruel ending to 
a game in which Borough were always the better footballers 
and never deserved to be beaten in this manner.

This was an entirely different Borough to Saturday. Their play 
for the most part reached top class. Worcester could never 
match their craft and skill but like Walsall Reserves they had 
the knack of turning half chances into goals. Two of their goals 
– one from a corner kick and that last minute effort – should 
have been avoided. Those were the only flies in the ointment.

Feature of the game was the play of Slater at centre-forward. 
Once he had settled down, the burly leader tore into the 
Worcester defence and in the second half he was a constant 
menace. He scored two fine goals, hit a post and had another 
goal disallowed. The whole forward line did well, with Morris 
a big improvement on Turner. Carrington was a tremendous 
worker throughout, while both wingers did well. Bill Jessop 
making two of the goals after clever wing play.

Morris opened Borough’s account with a clever hook shot 
from Jessop’s cross in the 11th minute, and they held that 
one goal lead until the 54th minute when Griffiths ran 
through to equalise. Three minutes later McKenna headed 
through from Grieve’s centre to put the home side ahead. 
On 65 minutes Morris sent through a defence-splitting 
pass. Slater went after the ball and as goalkeeper Biddulph 
advanced to meet him, turned the ball well out of his reach 
into the far corner of the net.

Five minutes later Jessop broke through on the left and 
centred for Slater to head his side into the lead again. 
Fourteen minutes from the end McKenna levelled the scores 
again with another header and then came that dramatic last-
minute Worcester winner.

Borough FC’s Bad Start
Many people imagine that by losing their first two 
matches this season Borough FC have made their 
worst-ever start. True, they have not previously lost 
both opening games, but last season, when they won 
the championship, it was not until their third match that 
they won – and that was by only 1-0 at Tamworth – after 
having drawn their first two games.

And in 1952-53 season, after beating Oswestry in the 
opening encounter at Manor Park they lost the next 
four matches. So there’s no need yet to draw the blinds. 
Indeed it is far better to discover weaknesses earlier 
than later in the season, when it is always difficult to find 
good substitutes.

No, there’s no need to despair – not yet. Indeed, if those 
defensive blunders are cut out there is no reason at all 
why the club should not, as always, have a good season 
from a playing point of view, for the material is definitely 
there. It is really a question of getting the right blend.
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 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 27-08-1955 
Bedworth: Floyd; Palmer and Mason; S. Smith, Dickinson and Belcher; 
Sayer, Spacey, Fowkes, Tallis and N. Smith.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Morris and Jessop.

Borough travelled to The Oval to face Bedworth Town in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough were the better of two poor sides and could have 
won. Bedworth with far fewer scoring chances can be happy 
with their point. John Thornton, who took Barber’s place in 
goal gave a thoroughly competent display, but unfortunately 
has been called away for a fortnight’s services training.

With no goalkeeping errors to aid the opposition, skipper 
Tommy Hughes sliced a pass to Peter Spacey, who in a flash 
swung the ball into the middle for Fowkes to cleverly sweep 
the ball out of Thornton’s reach and into the far corner of the 
net. Had Fowkes been equally alert when a similar opening 
occurred in the last minute he might have won the game for 
his side. The chance was definitely there.

With better finishing Borough must have won with a little 
bit to spare, but apart from Slater they had nobody who 
looked likely to get a goal. Twice in the first-half Jessop failed 
with only the goalkeeper to beat. The Bedworth goal was 
under steady pressure for most of the second-half while at 
the opposite end John Thornton had little or nothing to do. 
On two occasions the home goal had narrow escapes, once 
when the ball was forced against a post in a hectic goalmouth 
scramble and then when Palmer headed off the line with 
Floyd out of position.

Generally speaking, however the visitors’ finishing was so 
unimpressive that the big Floyd, although often called upon, 
was seldom in any real difficulty.

No doubt some players will be praying for softer grounds, for 
the lively ball presented rare problems, but even so there was 
no excuse for some of the very poor football served up by 
both sides in this game.

If centre-forward Slater was the most likely-looking scorer on 
both sides, the best inside forward was the evergreen Peter 
Spacey. He certainly knows what to do with the ball when 
it comes his way. It was his quick thinking that brought the 
“Greenbacks” their goal. Several of the Borough players have 
still to strike their best form, notably Stan James. So far he is 
not playing anything like he did last season.

Borough got their one and only goal after 25 minutes when 
Carrington pushed the ball through to Slater. The centre-
forward swung it out to Jessop and from the winger’s high 
cross, Slater headed the ball past Floyd.

No doubt the supporters of both teams will be looking 
forward to something much more like football than this. 
If there is no improvement then points are going to be 
extremely difficult to pick up.

 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res. 29-08-1955 
Borough: McCulloch; Thornton and Snowball; Bache, Hughes and 
Corbett; James, Carrington, Slater, Morris and Jessop.
Worcester: Biddulph; Brown and Meredith; Lloyd, Lewis and Scrine; 
Grieve, McMurray, Griffiths, Ingles and Laing.

Borough welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

This was Borough’s first win of the season, but while it was 
deserved there was nothing to suggest that they have turned 
the corner. There was a slight improvement, but it was 
another rickety performance which was not helped by an 
unconvincing performance by new keeper McCulloch.

There can be no doubt that there is a sad lack of confidence 
in the Borough ranks due to the bad start made. This victory 
should help the players, yet they seem unsure of themselves.

Although now and again they showed flashes of cleverness, 
Worcester, generally speaking, were a poor lot. Even so, had 
their goal come earlier than four minutes from the end, they 
might have forced their way back into the game.

None of the championship side is shaping as well as last 
season, while of the newcomers Fred Slater is doing best, 
though on this occasion Les Carrington showed signs of 
settling down. Morris had a very quiet game, while Bob Bache, 
brought in for the injured Whitcroft was disappointing. On the 
whole Borough’s main trouble was in defence. It never looked 
really safe – not even when the side was three goals up.

The forward line did better. It was well led by the battling Slater 
and if James could regain his form it could give a much better 
account of itself. James made just one of his thrilling wing 
runs of last season – and it led to a goal. On the opposite wing 
Jessop fiddled too much and in so doing lost possession.

Borough scored after 13 minutes play when James cut in, beat 
Meredith and placed the ball in front of goal for Carrington 
to drive it first time well out of the goalkeeper’s reach. The 
second goal came  in the 43rd minute, Jessop crossing the 
ball to Slater who went up high to head the ball into the net. 
Their third success was in the 55th minute when Slater made a 
perfect opening for Carrington to crash the ball home.

Worcester’s goal came four minutes from the end when 
Grieve raced onto a through-pass and steered the ball into 
the net as McCulloch came out to meet him.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 03-09-1955 
Wolves A: Dwyer; Clarke and Tether; Howells, Kyles and Timmins; 
Round, Walmsley, Beavon, Jackson and Lill.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Wolves played host to Borough in their home Birmingham 
League Division 1 game, which was played at Manor Park.

This was something like Borough the champions. Indeed their 
display was never bettered last season as Wolves were well 
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and truly beaten and could not have complained had they 
lost by a wider margin. This was a more confident, cocksure 
Borough, which once they had gone ahead, gave the young 
Wolves little or no chance of recovery. Not for a long time has 
a Wolves side been so completely subdued and their forwards 
made little or no impression on a far more solid Borough 
defence. The Wolves’ defenders never looked like checking 
the almost unstoppable Slater.

The Borough centre-forward got one of the goals, but might 
have scored three or four, but for the brilliance of Dwyer in 
the Wolves’ goal. A big improvement in Borough’s attack 
was brought about by the inclusion of Eddie Holding, as he 
changed the point of attack with long upfield and cross-field 
passes that tore holes in the Wolves’ defence. James did 
much better and played a big part in the all-important first 
goal, putting in a good run and squaring the ball in front 
of goal. Jessop seemed to appreciate the return of his old 
colleague at inside-left and swung across many centres.

Harvey came back into the side for Whitcroft and was always in 
the thick of the fray, using the ball well and doing many other 
good things. After one early blunder Hughes looked much like 
his old self; and although Snowball had a good match at left-
back Eddie Thornton did even better on the right.

Borough opened their account after 18 minutes when a 
beautiful ball up the wing found James. The winger rounded his 
man and came in along the dead ball line to within a few yards 
of the near post and then pulled the ball back to the onrushing 
Holding, who slammed it hard into the net, well out of Dwyer’s 
reach. The second goal came six minutes later. Borough were 
awarded a free-kick. Holding caught the Wolves’ defence 
napping with a quick pass down the middle to James who had 
moved inside. The pass found the winger unchallenged and he 
ran on to beat the goalkeeper with a well-placed shot.

The lead was increased to 3-0 five minutes after half-time 
when the non-stop Slater moved on to the right wing and 
swung across a perfect centre for Carrington to score a very 
nice goal. A bad defensive error gave Borough their fourth 
and final goal. In attempting to put the ball back to his 
goalkeeper, a defender pushed it straight in front of Slater 
who ran forward to easily beat the advancing keeper.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 10-09-1955 
Hinckley: Langstone; Shepherd and Howe; Butler, Brews and Pycroft; 
Graver, Riley, Burnett, Mason and Shore.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Middlefield Lane to face 
Hinckley Athletic in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough can count themselves lucky to win this match, as 
Hinckley deserved a draw at least. In fact, given the amount 
of chances that each side had it could have been 6-6.

Kicking down the slope in the first-half Borough were seldom 
long out of the Hinckley half and should have crossed 

over with a good lead. After the change of ends, Hinckley 
were definitely the better side and in the last half-hour the 
Borough goal had a charmed life. Three times the woodwork 
was struck and two or three times miserable finishing alone 
prevented goals. On top of this John Thornton made quite a 
few really good saves. Hinckley too, had their escapes. In the 
first-half Slater pushed the ball against a post from James’ 
cross and about ten minutes from the end, Carrington cut 
through down the middle, lifted the ball over the advancing 
Langstone’s head, only to see it roll against a post. Running 
in, James should have scored with ease.

Both sides may have been satisfied with a draw, but Jessop 
had given Borough the lead after 36 minutes from the penalty 
spot after Butler had handled a cross from the left-winger.

Despite the failure of both sides near goal it was not so bad a 
game to watch. The two teams hammered away at each other 
for the whole 90 minutes. If Borough proved themselves the 
better footballers in the opening session, there could be no 
questioning the Athletic’s vast second half improvement. By 
using the long pass and exploiting the speed and cleverness 
of Graves on the right wing, they kept the Borough defence 
in a state of tension – and Hughes and his colleagues did not 
like it a little bit

Snowball had little respite against Graver and probably the 
outstanding player in the defence – John Thornton apart – 
was Harvey. James, though still not playing so well as last 
season, gave veteran Bert Howe an uncomfortable afternoon. 
A weak link in the Borough attack was the man who shone 
against Wolves, Eddie Holding. He was seldom in the game.

Borough were nowhere near being the side they were in their 
previous game, but let’s give Hinckley a good deal of the 
credit for that. Borough played no better than this extremely 
useful Hinckley side allowed them. Points will not come 
easily to teams visiting Middlefield Lane.

 Nuneaton Borough v Cradley Heath 12-09-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Turner and O’Connor.
Cradley: Nightingale; Horne and Brecknell; Hickman, Homer and 
Maiden; Edwards, Masefield, Gregg, Cook, Millichap.

Borough welcomed Cradley Heath to Manor Park on Monday 
night for a Birmingham Senior Cup first round tie.

For more than half this game, Borough played like a team 
with no aims or objectives and, as a result, made hard going 
of what should have been a fairly easy task.

It took a missed penalty 12 minutes after half-time to put 
Borough on the winning trail. Carrington drove the spot 
kick, awarded for a handball offence, against the post for 
O’Connor to drive home the rebound. That goal put Borough 
on level terms with the visitors, who were given a goal start 
after eighteen minutes play. Eddie Thornton put back a bad 
ball to his brother, who had to dash to the dead ball line at 
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the corner of the penalty area to retrieve the ball and then, 
in trying to feed James, threw the ball straight to Cradley 
outside-left Millichap, who lofted the ball into the net before 
the goalkeeper could get back into his goal.

After getting on level terms Borough played better, but 
without approaching anything like the form expected of 
them. At 66 minutes they went ahead with a nicely worked 
goal, Carrington making all the running, and providing the 
accurate cross from which Turner netted. But it was not 
until they got their third goal ten minutes from the end that 
Borough really clinched the issue.

Slater accepted a James’ pass and pushed it back ahead 
of the winger. James cut in at top speed and although he 
did not get hold of the ball properly he had no difficulty in 
beating Nightingale.

A high ball on a pitch wet on top and hard underneath made 
control a difficult matter. Even so there can be no excuse 
for some of the very poor stuff served up by the Borough. 
Cradley played the better football most of the game without 
being dangerous in front of goal. The tall Homer often barred 
the way to the Cradley goal, while Maiden engineered many 
movements from left-half.

Borough had no outstanding player, although Tommy Hughes 
showed a marked improvement on recent form. Turner 
disappointed after his display against Atherstone, while 
O’Connor, deputising for the injured Jessop, needs to steady 
down a bit. But he is only 18.

Altogether it was an unimpressive Borough victory over 
a moderate Division 2 side. Most of their trouble could be 
traced to the fact that the ball was kept much too close and 
players crowded each other out.

 Halesowen Town v Nuneaton Borough 17-09-1955 
Halesowen: Clifton; Pestridge and Lashford; Cotton, Jones and Watton; 
Barker, Dugmore, Coley, Sims and Clements.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Grove to take on 
Halesowen Town in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough had only themselves to blame for having to struggle 
at the end of this game. Having established an early two goal 
lead, they made the mistake of trying to be too clever and 20 
minutes from the end conceded a simple goal, which put the 
cat among the pigeons.

Twice in the last five minutes Borough imperilled their 
position by giving away free-kicks, one an indirect free kick 
inside the penalty area for obstruction and the other only 
a yard or so outside the box. Although he had only a late 
sighting of the ball because of the crowd of players between 
the taker of the kick and himself, John Thornton saved 
smartly on both occasions.

For seventy-five per cent of the game Halesowen were so 

clearly second fiddlers that they should never have had a 
chance of getting back into the reckoning. Yet that late goal 
gave them a chance, and how close they went to getting 
an equalising goal only those who were there can really 
appreciate. It was a real touch and go ending so far as 
Borough were concerned.

The visitors started in first-class style and established their 
two goals’ lead in spite of the fact that after only ten minutes, 
Stan James kicked the ground in attempting a pass and was 
hobbling about on the wing. He had a hand in the second 
goal, but gradually became more and more lame and in the 
second session was practically a passenger.

Within seven minutes of the start, Borough’s clever play 
brought them a goal. The ball was moved smartly upfield to 
Corbett who ran on a few yards before lifting it right into the 
goalmouth for Holding to get up high into the air and head a 
perfect goal. The second goal came in the 29th minute and 
was another fine effort. The ball was pushed forward to Slater 
who slipped it out to James. The winger pulled the ball over 
his shoulder across goal towards the left wing and tearing in, 
Jessop hammered it into the net first time.

Holding missed an easy chance of making it 3-0 shortly 
afterwards, lifting the ball over the top from right in front of 
goal. The home side cut Borough’s lead 20 minutes before the 
end when following a goalmouth scuffle, John Thornton was 
unable to pick up the ball and Clements shot into the net. The 
home side then became dangerous and pressed the Borough 
defence for a while.

Borough had chances to re-establish their two goal lead, 
once when Jessop dropped the ball right in front of the goal 
with no-one to take advantage and then from another Jessop 
centre Slater headed straight into the keeper’s hands.

 Nuneaton Borough v Redditch 24-09-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.
Redditch: Brinton; Joyner and Hunt; Reynolds, Baker and Powell; 
Watkins, Crowe, Corbett, Brophy and Williams.

Borough welcomed Redditch to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 game.

These are black days for Southern Section champions 
Redditch. Had Borough accepted all their chances, goodness 
only knows what the score might have been. To have been 
hammered 7-1 was humiliating enough for the “Needlemen,” 
but had it been ten or even a dozen goals they could not 
really have complained. On at least three occasions only a 
forest of legs on the goal line prevented Borough forwards 
forcing the ball into the net; two or three times the woodwork 
of their goal was hit; quite a few easy chances were missed; 
and last but not least there was a fine display of goalkeeping 
from Brinton, who made several first-class saves.

There was nothing in the first-half play to suggest that 
Redditch would crack up so completely after the change of 
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ends. While the interval score of 2-1 scarcely represented 
Borough’s superiority up to that period, Redditch had played 
well enough and with sufficient assurance to make the crowd 
wonder why they were at the foot of the table.

Redditch’s form certainly belied their league position. Indeed 
at half-time they must have thought they were in with a 
chance. But five minutes after the change of ends Borough 
got their third goal and that was the beginning of the end. 
They lost their goalkeeper Brinton with a head injury with 20 
minutes to go, which made matters worse.

Baker, the Redditch centre-half, had an unhappy day against 
the stop-at-nothing Slater, who never neglected a chance to 
queer Baker’s pitch by moving out to the wings. In fact, more 
use should have been made of his passes across the face of 
goal. Hunt and Powell had no answer to the speed of Stan 
James and were often left standing. Harvey had another good 
match and on this form must retain his place.

Borough opened the scoring after 16 minutes when Holding 
headed through a James corner and on 28 minutes Slater 
converted a Jessop cross. Watkins pulled a goal back for 
Redditch after 27 minutes, shooting into the net after his first 
effort had struck and injured Hughes.

Holding headed into the net after 50 minutes following good 
work by Jessop and Corbett. Fifteen minutes later Carrington 
shot through from James’ cross and on 80 minutes James 
scored from Carrington’s pass. Harvey made an opening for 
Slater to score after 83 minutes and the same player scored 
again four minutes later from a Jessop centre.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 01-10-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; Morris, Carrington, Slater, Holding and O’Connor.
Brierley Hill: Bridgwood; Poyner and R. Harris; R. Allsopp, Lewis and 
Kernick; Glaze, J. Harris, N. Allsopp, Simner and Green.

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup second round tie.

It was a terrific handicap that Borough should have had to 
face a team of the calibre of Brierley Hill without both their 
regular wingers – James and Jessop. Even so Borough played 
well enough in the first-half to prove themselves a much 
better side than the Alliance, who were a shade fortunate to 
cross over with only three goals against them.

Borough started the second half a sixes and sevens and 
became so thoroughly disjointed as the half progressed that 
in the end they had completely lost their first-half poise and 
assurance. Against steady but by no means heavy pressure, 
the defence allowed itself to be forced into making many 
mistakes and John Thornton and Corbett apart, became as 
nervous as a horse in traffic for the first time.

Borough’s attack was almost totally out of the game apart 
from the lion-hearted Fred Slater. He ploughed a lone furrow. 
Even the usually tireless Carrington failed to stay the course. 

Not a great deal was seen of Borough’s wingers in the first-
half and in the second they just disappeared. There was some 
excuse for the young and inexperienced O’Connor, but Morris, 
although playing out of position, has sufficient experience to 
have done better than this.

When Brierley Hill scored their first goal 20 minutes after 
half-time, they looked a different team and from that 
point kept Borough pretty well penned up in their own 
half. But the essential punch near goal was missing – and 
so Borough won. If the home defenders had a worrying 
second half, Lewis and co. were run off their feet in the 
first session. The architect of Borough’s victory was 
undoubtedly Slater, for he made the first two goals and 
scored the third himself.

Borough opened their account in the 20th minute. Slater made 
the pass which gave Morris a clear course for goal and he 
beat Bridgwood from close range. The second goal followed 
almost immediately, Slater slipping the ball round Lewis for 
Holding to go through on his own and shoot a low ball past 
the goalkeeper. In the next minute the Brierley defence was 
lucky not to concede a third goal. It was again split open and 
as Holding went through and began to close in on goal he was 
brought down from behind either just inside the box or on the 
edge of the area, but the referee waved play on.

At 30 minutes Corbett swung the ball beautifully into the 
goalmouth for Slater to head through just inside the post. 
Brierley got their goal 20 minutes after the break when 
Simner was put through on his own to beat John Thornton.

Borough’s form is most perplexing. Their poor second half 
showing removed all the gloss from a highly entertaining 
first-half exhibition. As with the Halesowen game there is 
a suspicion that Borough are just easing up, imagining the 
game has already been won. As so often happens when a 
team eases up, the other side comes into the game.

Borough FC Honoured
Nuneaton Borough FC directors have this week been 
informed that the club has been admitted to full 
membership of the Football Association. The club has 
been an associate member for the past five years, and 
no doubt this latest honour is the outcome of the club’s 
performances in the FA Cup and the other competitions in 
which it has competed over the past few years.

This admittance to full membership puts the club on the 
footing of all the English League clubs together with the 
best non-League clubs in the country.

Should the extension of the Football League materialise 
or the directors decide to make an application for 
membership of the Football League there is no doubt that 
being in full membership with the Football Association, 
the chances of success will be greatly enhanced.
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 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 08-10-1955 
Brierley Hill: Bridgwood; Poyner and R. Harris; R. Allsopp, Lewis and 
Kernick; Glaze, J. Harris, N. Allsopp, Simner and Green.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Brierley Hill Alliance for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

This was a clear-cut win for Borough on a ground where 
visiting sides often leave empty handed and must rank as 
Borough’s best performance of the season. Maybe they 
played better football when they beat Wolves, but on this 
occasion they worked to a pre-arranged plan – and it was 
because they carried out that plan to the letter that they 
overcame this stiff hurdle and won handsomely. 

The plan was to beat the Alliance’s queer defensive system. 
Their backs play square and wide and well upfield, with 
centre-half Lewis lying behind them trying his best to ensnare 
opposing defences into the offside trap by moving forward 
when the opposing forwards approach. This plan can only 
succeed when a forward hold and fiddles about with the 
ball. The best way to beat the trap is to move the ball around 
quickly and make use of the first-time pass. That is exactly 
what Borough did – and it won them the game.

Borough had to withstand some steady Brierley pressure in 
the first-half, when the home side had the advantage of the 
appreciable ground slope, a strong straight-down-the-pitch 
wind and the sun, which must have been troublesome to 
the Borough defenders, John Thornton in particular. Often 
Borough were hard-pressed and two or three times Thornton 
saved brilliantly; Harris shot wide from a penalty kick for 
handball against Harvey and once a bouncing ball rolled 
against a post and was kicked off the line by Eddie Thornton.

With half-time in sight Alliance were just one goal ahead, 
scored by Glaze with a cracking drive from N. Allsopp’s pass 
in the 17th minute. It was felt that if Borough could turn 
round just one goal to the bad their chances of winning must 
be very real. But they did better than that and finished all 
square. With but a minute to go Fred Slater trapped centre-
half Lewis into following him out to the wing. Like a flash 
the ball was pushed into the open space. Holding was there 
to receive the ball. He moved quickly and then crossed to 
Carrington who cracked it into the back of the net.

Eight minutes after the change of ends, Carrington caught 
the Brierley defence napping with a first-time pass down-the-
middle which put Holding right through. The latter closed 
in on Bridgwood and as the goalkeeper moved out to meet 
him, with the side of his foot, the inside-left turned the ball 
right out of his reach into the far corner of the net. It was a 
beautifully taken goal which had a depressing effect on the 
home side and seven minutes after the second goal Borough 
scored again and Holding was again the marksman. A rapid 
right-wing move spreadeagled the defence and when the 

ball was passed to the onrushing Corbett, he wasted no time 
in lifting it across goal for the inside-left again to beat the 
goalkeeper, this time with a perfectly placed header. There 
was now only one team in it and ten minutes from the end 
came the fourth goal. Centre-half Lewis deliberately used 
his hands in the penalty area to prevent the ball reaching a 
Nuneaton forward. The referee was right on the spot and had 
no hesitation in pointing to the spot. Jessop took the kick – 
and once again Bridgwood had to pick the ball out of the net.

This was a fine Borough performance. After a great defensive 
display in the first half, they went right out for the kill in the 
second session.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lockheed 15-10-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.
Lockheed: Spencer; Allen and Sneddon; Kelly, Hawker and Brazier; 
Morrow, Jakeman, O’Hara, Bradshaw and Burrows.

Borough welcomed Lockheed to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

Borough brought the unbeaten “Brakes” run to a halt, indeed 
pulled them up with such a violent jolt after a really terrific 
first half performance by both sets of forwards, that the 
visitors finished up in bits and pieces.

This was anyone’s game until the 60th minute when Carrington 
cracked in an unstoppable drive to make the score 5-2. That 
goal put the last nail in Lockheed’s coffin and Borough’s 
rampant attack, led by Fred Slater gave the Lockheed defence 
a real hammering. So much so, that it was now a question of 
what the margin of Borough’s win would be.

Borough owed much to the first-class leadership of Slater, 
who not only scored three of the goals and made at least two 
others, but all the way through had the beating of centre-half 
Hawker. Borough went ahead after eight minutes when from 
a needlessly conceded corner kick Slater headed through 
Jessop’s flag kick; seven minutes later the dashing Burrows 
broke through – and put the ball right on the toe of O’Hara 
who left John Thornton standing with a fast ground shot. At 
21 minutes Slater slipped the ball inside for James to nip in 
and beat Spencer with a well-placed shot.

Six minutes later came the best goal of the match. The 
irresistible Slater received a pass in front of goal, took three 
defenders with him as he moved to the right, and then 
whipped round to net with a crashing cross shot. After 34 
minutes play another clever Burrows’ run and centre ended 
in a scuffle in the goalmouth from which O’Hara again scored 
for Lockheed. Two minutes before half-time came an own 
goal. Carrington swung in a dangerous ball in front of goal 
and in attempting to clear Kelly put through his own goal.

On 60 minutes clever work by Slater and Jessop ended in a 
cross on to which Carrington ran to score with an unerring 
shot. At seventy minutes a Corbett free-kick travelled right 
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across goal to Jessop who shot a low ball through a crowd of 
defenders  into the net. Two minutes later, following a Jessop 
corner, Slater forced the ball over the line for number seven, 
and a quarter of an hour from the end, James ended a move 
started by Holding by drawing Spencer out of goal and then 
lifting the ball into the net from the narrowest of angles. This 
was another first-rate Borough performance.

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 22-10-1955 
Bilston: Harris; Price and Wright; Foster, Wakeman and Pearson; 
Barnett, Skitt, Kirkham, Harley and Whittall.
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Bilston for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 match.

Borough were a shadow of the side that beat Brierley Hill 
and Lockheed, mainly because of bad marksmanship. Some 
of their misses had to be seen to be believed. Eddie Holding 
missed two absolute sitters which would have given Borough 
a 3-0 half-time lead. On each occasion Stan James carved out 
perfect scoring chances for Holding. In the first instance, before 
Slater’s goal, the right-winger lifted the ball high in front of the 
goal. The ball dropped right at Holding’s feet, well inside the 
six yards line, and the inside-left took a wild swing at the ball 
and achieved the impossible by lifting it two yards over the 
bar. Unbelievably the second miss was even worse – two yards 
out with the goalkeeper at the other end of the goal and no 
defender in sight, Holding just dangled out a foot and the ball 
skidded off his boot and went wide. A miss in a hundred.

The second half was very much a repeat of the first with 
Bilston having, if anything, slightly the better of the 
argument. Often Kirkham, Barnett and Whittall had the 
Borough defence struggling, but when it came to finishing, 
like the Borough, they had little or no idea.

The home side managed to get a goal about 15 minutes from 
the end with what was just about the only really good shot of 
the match – a long range effort from left-half Pearson which 
had John Thornton well beaten to equalise Slater’s first-half 
goal. In the dying minutes Borough strove hard to get into 
the lead again. Twice they went close but Bilston defended 
desperately and the end came with the scores still level at 1-1.

Skipper Tommy Hughes was probably the best of an anything 
but sound Borough defence and kept a cool head while some 
of his colleagues were apt to get a little hot under the collar 
in the face of persistent if not particularly subtle, Bilston 
attacks. Although there was plenty of activity in front of him, 
John Thornton had few really good shots to deal with.

A point was as much as Borough deserved. They had a 
sufficient number of chances to have won with ease, but 
they never really played well enough to merit success. If 
they looked like potential champions against Brierley Hill 
and Lockheed, they certain fell a long way short of that 
level on this occasion.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 29-10-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Harvey; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

The game was one long slog for Borough and not until the 
whistle went for time were they sure of collecting both 
points. Bromsgrove were a good side, but Borough were 
unconvincing and the forwards should have put them in 
a much more comfortable position, as they had several 
chances – including a penalty – in the second half.

Twice in the first half the defence blundered to allow 
Bromsgrove to take the lead. Each time the forwards fought 
back to level the scores and it was 2-2 at half-time.

Ten minutes after the change of ends, Borough went ahead 
for the first time and it looked as if they had the measure of 
their opponents. Not a bit of it. Twice Carrington failed with 
excellent chances of putting Borough further ahead and the 
home side claimed the ball had crossed the line after Corbett 
hit the underside of the bar. Then a few minutes from the 
end Jessop missed a penalty – a quite unusual occurrence. 
So, instead of being two or three goals to the good, Borough 
struggled away with a 3-2 lead.

It looked even more slender when, in their occasional raids, 
the Bromsgrove forwards, so ably prompted by inside-right 
Bradley, seemed able to get through without much trouble. 
The Borough defence was anything but good and Tommy 
Hughes was frequently beaten both in the air and on the 
ground. Eddie Thornton and Mick Snowball were frequently 
caught out of position.

Once the Rovers were awarded a free-kick just outside the 
area and Borough build a human wall. The free-kick found its 
way through. How John Thornton knew which way to go is 
impossible to say, but he saved at the foot of the post.

Bromsgrove took the lead after five minutes. Goalkeeper 
Farrow had just saved at full-length from a Slater header 
and the ball was cleared, catching Borough napping and 
when the ball was slipped through the middle, Bradley had 
only John Thornton to beat. Borough levelled the scores six 
minutes later when a James’ corner kick went right across to 
Jessop. The winger cracked the ball towards goal for Slater to 
breast it past the keeper.

Bromsgrove took the lead again after 20 minutes when, 
not for the first time outside-left Robinson rounded Eddie 
Thornton and swung the ball in front of goal for Bradley to 
score again. Ten minutes before half-time Slater went after a 
Corbett through-pass. Finding himself crowded out he turned 
his back on goal and pushed the ball back to James, who 
found the net with a low drive. At 55 minutes Harvey sent 
Jessop away, the winger crossed a beautiful ball which James 
met with his head and put well out of Farrow’s reach.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 12-11-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; Gaylor and Harvey; Whitcroft, Corbett and 
Snowball; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.
Rugby Town: Hammond; Brown and Hargrave; Clark, Llewellyn and 
Jones; Roberts, Mullins, Awde, Cook and French.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup third round tie.

This match was a triumph for Fred Slater, who scored all five 
goals, and for Arthur Corbett, who skippered the team in 
place of the deposed Tommy Hughes, and scarcely put a foot 
wrong all the way through.

While Slater was much too strong, clever and purposeful for 
Rugby centre-half Llewellyn, Corbett played George Awde out 
of the game. Borough won easily enough, but nobody could 
pretend it was a happy Borough. Following the shocking 
display at Hereford the only defender to keep his place was 
John Thornton in goal.

Harvey gave a workmanlike display at left-back, in contrast 
to his display in the first game of the season. Gordon Roberts 
is not easily subdued and is still fast enough and clever 
enough to make most full-backs struggle. Gaylor, making 
his first team debut at right-back in place of Eddie Thornton, 
was too casual and though he may have time to dilly-dally 
in the Warwickshire Combination, he certainly hasn’t in the 
Birmingham League.

Slater was the star forward. Had he not scored all five goals, 
and nearly a sixth when he crashed the ball against the bar, he 
would still have been outstanding, for he kept the line on the 
move throughout and was forever probing. Stan James had 
Hargrave on the run and led many assaults on the Rugby goal.

Borough opened their account in the 19th minute when 
following a Holding pass, James beat his man and crossed to 
Slater, who shot past Hammond from short range. Just before 
half-time Slater bulldozed his way through to net number two.

Half-an-hour after the break Carrington received the ball 
almost on the dead ball line and pushed it across the goal. 
Holding missed the ball, but Slater was there to notch 
Borough’s third goal. In the next minute Whitcroft banged the 
ball in front of goal for Slater to dive low and head well out 
of Hammond’s reach.  Five minutes later the centre-forward 
headed his fifth goal from a James’ corner-kick.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 19-11-1955 
Stourbridge: Marson; Harris and Rowberry; Dunn, Russon and Hughes; 
Page, Trigg, Turner, Dean and Lesz.
Borough: J. Thornton; Gaylor and Harvey; Whitcroft, Corbett and 
Snowball; James, Carrington, Jones, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to face Stourbridge in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Borough were a goal down in this match before most of the 
players on the pitch had touched the ball. Straight from the 

kick-off, following a brief midfield skirmish, Trigg sent the ball 
out to Page. The right-winger advanced a short distance and 
then shot. His pulled drive, ran across the face of the Borough 
goal and there can be no doubt that the ball would have gone 
out of play, five or six yards beyond the far post, but Gaylor 
attempted to clear and put the ball past his own keeper.

Then after 19 minutes there came a second own goal tragedy 
for the visitors. From a free-kick well out, Stourbridge right-half 
Dunn lobbed the ball right into goal. Thornton caught it without 
trouble but in turning dropped the ball over his own line. It was 
a bad blunder, for when he dropped the ball, the keeper wasn’t 
even being challenged. Having made that blunder Thornton 
gave a fine display and made some first-class saves, including a 
save from Page’s penalty 15 minutes from the end.

After the break Borough were unquestionably the better side 
until it came to finishing off their moves. Although Bernard 
Jones led the line well, apart from missing one sitter, Slater 
was badly missed. Nearly all Borough’s scoring chances went 
to Holding and on three or four occasions he shot from long 
range, when he could have gone closer in on goal.

Borough’s biggest weaknesses were in defence. Gaylor does 
not yet appear sufficiently accomplished for regular first-
team duty, while Snowball is definitely not coming off at 
wing-half. Harvey had an exceptionally good second half 
and kept the dangerous Ron Page well in hand. Whitcroft 
did well and twice near the end he almost got through the 
Stourbridge defence.

Easily the best player for Nuneaton was Arthur Corbett. He 
did every bit as well as the week before; indeed probably 
better because he often had to cover up the mistakes of 
others. Stourbridge were not a good side. They could have 
been beaten by this unaccomplished Borough team, had the 
visitors made better use of their territorial advantage.

Harry Watkins Leaves Nuneaton

Well-known former local builder and ex-chairman of 
Nuneaton Borough FC, Mr Harry Watkins, of Lutterworth 
Road, and Mrs Watkins, left the district yesterday for West 
Runton, near Cromer, where they are making their new home.
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Mr Watkins came to Nuneaton aged eight. He started work 
in a builders’ office and then became associated with the 
building firm of his father Mr A. Watkins.

During the First World War he was a civil engineer in France 
and helped in the building of new military prisons in Calais. 
Returning to Nuneaton, Mr Watkins started his own building 
business. This he carried on for many years – until ill heath 
caused his retirement about 12 years ago.

Always keenly interested in association football, Mr Watkins 
joined the Board of Directors of the old Nuneaton Town FC 
in the 1924-25 season, at which time the club played in the 
Southern League. He subsequently resigned but joined the 
Nuneaton Borough FC on its formation and was chairman 
until ill-health caused his resignation from the board about 
two years ago. His brother, Mr Frank Watkins, is a member of 
the Borough FC Board of Directors.

Malicious
Whenever Nuneaton Borough FC strikes a bad patch – 
and like all football team they are not immune from form 
fluctuations – the rumours begin to fly. People talk of 
quarrels in the dressing room, even of fights; of bickerings 
on the field of play; sometimes of excessive drinking.

It need hardly be said that probably 99 per cent of the 
tales are pure invention and more likely than not that the 
remaining one per cent are grossly exaggerated.

When the present depression passes away the stories 
will be forgotten – until the team’s next bad patch, when 
they will be brought out of cold storage again. It is true 
that one player, once accused of “training on pints of 
beer,” had been a life-long total abstainer.

So much, then, for the highly-coloured, highly-malicious 
and totally unfair slur on the characters of men whose 
only crime is that of being footballers who at various times 
suffer loss of form – of being humans and not machines!

 Nuneaton Borough v Brush Sports 26-11-1955 
Borough: J. Thornton; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; Carrington, Jones, Slater, Holding and Jessop.
Brush Sports: Hatfield; Bardsley and McArthur; Aston, Wands and Bain; 
Barber, Lockwood, Bell, Smith and Longworth.

Borough welcomed Brush Sports to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

There are black clouds over Manor Park just now and it is 
difficult to detect a silver lining. The whole team is on edge 
and almost completely lacking in confidence. The whole 
team must share the blame for this painfully inadequate 
display – a performance so woeful as to shatter the faith of 
the most ardent supporter.

Borough missed Stan James and neither Carrington or Jones, 
who occupied the right-wing position at different stages of 

the match, was a worthy substitute. When Jones took up 
the berth he was less successful than Carrington. There were 
other weaknesses. Apart from one good shot in the first-half 
little was seen of Jessop. Holding and Corbett also changed 
positions, which brought about no improvement. Corbett, 
usually a consistent performer, was right out of touch this time 
and failed to control Smith, a lively and purposeful inside-
forward who was in the thick of most of Brush’s attacks.

Even the dependable Fred Slater seemed to be struggling, 
although no centre-forward could thrive on such poor 
support. So inadequate was the support he received that he 
constantly found himself running up against a brick wall. The 
re-introduction of Tommy Hughes at centre-half was not a 
failure. Nor was it a success, for after a reasonably good first 
half he faded.

Brush got their first goal after Corbett conceded a free-kick 
just outside the penalty area. The Borough defence lined 
up but centre-half Wands found a gap and his low shot hit 
the net. The visitors’ second goal was a superb piece of 
oppotunism on the part of Bell. When Hughes failed properly 
to head the ball away it ran to Bell, who quickly rounded the 
centre-half and almost at once shot. The ball was beautifully 
placed and beat Thornton who had advanced from his goal.

Thornton was at fault for the third goal, as he was caught 
on the wrong post and was moving backwards across goal 
as Longworth’s centre sailed into the net. Some supporters 
blamed the goalkeeper for all three goals, which may be harsh, 
but he makes too many blunders to retain his place in the team.

Things never went well for the Borough. Without shaping 
anything like a good side they at least did not do so badly – 
not until Brush got their first goal ten minutes after half-time. 
That goal knocked the stuffing right out of the home side and 
afterwards there was never any doubt that Brush would win.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 03-12-1955 
Bromsgrove: Farrow; Williams and Hill; A. Wainwright, J. Wainwright 
and Brookes; Bradley, Rowley, Cowley, Nicholls and Robinson.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; Palmer, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Bromsgrove Rovers for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

This was not a dazzling performance by the Borough. Rather 
it was a workmanlike display in which new goalkeeper Bill 
Broadaway gave the team fresh heart by stopping everything 
that was stoppable and generally giving a solid, confident, if 
not spectacular exhibition. On this showing Broadaway could 
be a material factor in what we hope is a Borough recovery.

Nobody would pretend that Borough have rounded the bend 
and are now on the road to complete recovery. That would 
be far too imaginative. Nevertheless theirs was no mean 
performance, for victory at the Victoria Ground has to be 
earned, and this win indicates that the team is heading in the 
right direction.
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The biggest general improvement was at half-back. Tommy 
Hughes did better than for several weeks and gave Cowley, 
the energetic Bromsgrove centre-forward little rope. Palmer, 
coming into the side for Stan James, who was recovering 
from tonsilitis, performed better than many dared hope. 
Carrington found something like his best form and judiciously 
fed his new wing partner.

Holding and Jessop formed a useful left-wing, with the former 
doing a little better than of late. Jessop cut out the “foot 
cocking” business and was far more effective and put in some 
telling runs and centres. Slater led the line efficiently and kept 
his colleagues on the move, with clever flicks and passes.

Borough opened their account after 20 minutes. Corbett 
started the move with a cross-field dribble and pass to 
Jessop. Without fuss the left-winger swung the ball across 
goal to right-winger Palmer. The latter swiftly returned it in 
front of goal. The Bromsgrove defence was completely split 
and Holding was left with the simple task of prodding the ball 
into the net.

Bromsgrove drew level five minutes before half-time when 
Fred Slater “topped” the ball in trying to pass to Jessop. 
Rowley, near the half-way line, gained possession and 
immediately made tracks for goal. As he neared the penalty 
area he seemed surrounded by Borough defenders, who 
thinking the inside-right would slip the ball out to winger 
Bradley, failed to go in for the tackle. Instead of passing, 
Rowley carried on to beat Broadaway with a fine shot.

Borough got the deciding goal 20 minutes after half-time. 
Jessop was fouled well out on the left wing. He took the 
free-kick himself and dropped the ball right in front of the 
bar. Goalkeeper Farrow went up, got his hands to the ball, but 
merely palmed it down. Holding, right on the spot, tapped 
the ball to Slater, who put it into the net. Borough wasted two 
late chances of extending their lead, when Farrow spilled a 
Jessop shot and no-one was on hand to pick up the loose ball 
and again when Holding shot feebly at the keeper when well 
placed to score.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 10-12-1955 
Borough: .Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.
Banbury: Jefferies; Bennett and Grilly; Harris, Shaw and Howe; Wilson, 
McGarrity, Thomas, Evans and Richardson.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

This should have been a good match, but wasn’t. For one thing 
a strong cross-wind made ball control an extremely difficult 
proposition; for another the referee allowed far too many over-
keen tackles to go by unnoticed. In one tackle Eddie Holding 
was so badly injured that he was in the dressing room the last 
half-hour of the game suffering from concussion.

Considering they were a man short for most of the second-

half and in addition had to fight against the wind, Borough 
did well to hold this reputedly strong Banbury side.

When half-time arrived and no goals had been scored, many 
people were apt to take it for granted that Borough had 
missed the boat and that Banbury would win. They could 
be forgiven for thinking that way, for Banbury had shaped 
sufficiently well against the wind to suggest that with its aid 
they would take some stopping. But they, too, found that the 
fast-travelling ball was too much for them.

Honours went to the respective defences. So tight was their 
grip on the opposing forward lines that scarcely one really 
good shot was put in the whole match through. As a result 
Broadaway was not thoroughly tested, yet one imagines he 
more than satisfied the crowd with the way he did handle 
the ball when called upon. If anybody was outstanding in the 
Borough side it was, as last week, Jim Harvey. What a terrier 
for work he is!

It was good to see Stan James back in the team. His 
enthusiasm is infectious; but he could have made more use 
of the wind by crossing the ball more expeditiously. Several 
times he held on to the ball too long.

Jessop had quite a good match and put in some very good 
work after Holding had been carried off. Slater as ever was 
prepared to chase the ball everywhere. It was not too bad a 
game really, but could have been a great deal better.

Borough FC Down £600 To Date
“The Board of Directors is getting really concerned at the 
heavy financial losses of the club every week,” stated Mr R. 
Carris, chairman of Nuneaton Borough FC, in an interview 
with the “Observer.” He appealed, on behalf of the board, for 
more support from the town’s population.

Mr Carris was commenting on a paragraph in last week’s 
official programme, which stated that a rough estimate of the 
club’s losses on the present season must be in the region of 
£600. In the programme the directors were acknowledging 
with many thanks a generous donation of £200 from the 
Supporters’ Club.

“The gesture must have come at the opportune time, for it is 
common knowledge that the club is losing money heavily,” 
stated the programme announcement. “Attendances have 
gradually fallen each home match.”

Commenting on Borough’s falling gates, Mr Carris said the 
crowd at last week’s home game with Banbury Spencer was 
1,500 below the “safety line.”

“To run a team in the Birmingham League cannot be done 
under 3,500 to 4,000 gate,” he said. “We are dependent now 
on outside help to keep us floating.”

Confirming that the club’s losses this season were nearly 
£600. Mr Carris said that but for the wonderful support of the 
Supporters’ Club the club would eventually become extinct.
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Football Club Losses: Phew!
Borough FC’s lot in being £600 down with the season 
only half over is bad enough, but what of Hereford 
United, Borough’s FA Cup conquerors?

That club’s statement of accounts issued to shareholders 
at the weekend disclose a loss of £7,200; making a total 
loss of over £18,500 in the last two seasons.

Though expenditure was cut by £8,300, mainly on wages 
and travelling expenses, gate receipts dropped by £4,200 
and the contribution from the Supporters’ Club of £4,100 
was £7,300 less than the previous year – due to the police 
ban on a football pool.

Total expenditure last season was £15,000 against 
£23,400 the previous season. Wages and bonuses fell 
from £13,800 to £9,500 and travelling and refreshments 
were down from £3,200 to £1,500.

Gate receipts were £8,400 against £13,346 and at the end 
of the financial year the credit balance had been reduced 
from just over £4,000 to £620.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 17-12-1955 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough travelled to Fellows Park to take on Walsall Reserves 
in a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

This was a first-class Borough performance and by their well-
earned win the visitors, who played splendidly throughout, 
gained ample revenge for that crushing 7-2 home defeat by the 
“Saddlers.” The game provided further evidence that Borough 
are regaining strength and confidence. Nine of the eleven 
Walsall players have appeared for the first team this season.

James topped a grand afternoon’s work by scoring a gem of a 
goal in the 20th minute. Arthur Corbett started the move with 
a ball through to the inside-right position. Slater took up the 
running by moving out slightly to the right. Meanwhile the 
right-winger had crossed into the middle. Slater pushed the 
ball inside and slightly ahead of James, who cracked a real 
beauty past the advancing Chilvers.

The other goal, ten minutes after half-time, was due to a 
particularly smart piece of opportunism by Slater. When 
James crossed the ball it ran between right-back Gutteridge 
and Jessop. The latter did not funk the issue but went 
straight in with the result that Gutteridge’s clearance 
rebounded off the winger and went loose. Slater pounced on 
the ball, turned quickly, and from an anything but easy angle, 
beat Chilvers with a perfectly-placed left-foot cross shot.

In spite of the wealth of experience in the Walsall side, there 
can be no doubt that success went to the better craftsmen. 
Having failed to match the skill, the clever ball play of the 
Borough, and trailing 2-0 with only 15 minutes to go, Walsall 

threw caution to the wind and made a desperate attempt to 
save the game. Fourteen minutes from the end, right-back 
Gutteridge, now leading the attack, literally bulldozed his 
way through in the gathering gloom to force the ball past 
Broadaway, thus making the score 2-1.

Borough had had a let off earlier in the match, when leading 
1-0. In a hectic assault on the Borough goal, three times 
Broadaway parried shots by outside-left McLaren, the former 
Derby County player. The ball went loose and players from 
both sides piled up on top of one another. When the referee’s 
whistle sounded it was thought he was stopping the game to 
avoid players getting injured, but he had awarded a penalty 
to Walsall. It was a harsh decision and you can imagine the 
cheer that went up when Crook, the former Wolves’ player, 
shot against the post from the spot kick.

While every credit must be given to the whole team for a 
thoroughly workmanlike display one has to concede that the 
best player on the field was once again Jim Harvey. He was 
simply terrific.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 24-12-1955 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Bedworth: Floyd; Palmer and Mason; Smith, Hewish and Marshall; 
Kirkaldie, Spacey, Dickinson, Morris and Morrow.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

This was without doubt the best local “derby” between these 
two sides for some seasons. Usually there is too much edge 
in the proceedings to allow either side to play football. On 
this occasion, however, both teams tried to produce accurate 
moves and succeeded.

Borough proved the better combination and thoroughly merited 
their success. In the first-half they were held to a goalless draw, 
due partly to a stubborn defensive display by Dick Mason and 
his colleagues. The “Greenbacks” although not enjoying so 
much of the game, nevertheless let the crowd know they were 
there to make a fight of it, and indeed, to win if at all possible.

The Bedworth goal had one or two lucky escapes through 
the uncertain handling of goalkeeper Floyd. Once the ball 
shot out of his hands against a post; on another occasion he 
dropped the ball, but there was no Borough forward on hand, 
for what would have been an easy goal. Borough had their 
escapes and a glorious shot by Joe Morris brought an equally 
glorious save from Broadaway. Borough had the better of the 
first-half, but Bedworth showed a never say die attitude that 
saw them cross over on equal terms.

When the game resumed it was apparent that Borough 
meant business. There were tremendous cheers when Jessop 
ran on to a Slater pass and crashed a real beauty past the 
helpless Floyd, but there were groans when the goal was 
disallowed as Slater had handled the ball. Borough were not 
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to be denied and ten minutes after half-time they struck their 
first blow. When a pass was pushed through the middle the 
Bedworth defenders, not for the first time, made no attempt 
to play the ball, but moved forward in an effort to throw the 
Borough forwards offside. They failed in their mission and 
taking advantage of slowness by Floyd in gathering the ball, 
Carrington nipped in and gained possession. The ball ran 
away from him but securing it again near the dead ball line 
a yard or two from the near post, the inside right turned the 
ball into the empty Bedworth net.

This was an opportunist goal. So were Borough’s other two. 
Twenty-five minutes after the change-over, a ball was pushed 
across field from a throw-in. Skipper Arthur Corbett collected 
the pass about 30 yards out and unleashed a great shot 
which left Floyd helpless. Thirteen minutes from the end, 
again when the Bedworth goal did not seem in any danger, 
Whitcroft, from well out, put in one of his old-timers and 
again the ball flashed into the Bedworth net, via an upright.

Bedworth almost scored with the last kick of the match when 
a shot from Spacey hit the bar, and was scrambled away by 
Snowball. Harvey was again outstanding for the home side.

Borough won easily enough in the end but it was by no 
means a sinecure. In the end, however, their persistence wore 
down a dogged, hard-working Bedworth defence.

 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Town Res. 26-12-1955 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Shrewsbury: Bradbury; Griffiths and Wedge; McNab, Manders and Davis; 
Harris, Walker, Dodd, Caunt, McCue.

Borough welcomed Shrewsbury Town Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough missed the boat in the first-half when, helped by a 
strong cross-wing, they attacked almost continuously and 
should have placed themselves in an impregnable position. 
Granted Bradbury in the Shrewsbury goal made many fine 
saves. Granted, too, the visiting goal had a number of lucky 
escapes. But many other chances were also missed through 
rank bad finishing.

Jessop had opened Borough’s account after ten minutes 
when James put the ball high into the goalmouth for Slater 
to flick to Jessop with his head. The outside-left had a clear 
chance and made no mistake. It was not until the last minute 
of the first-half that Carrington dribbled through to put 
Borough two up.

Borough’s lead looked very slender, when five minutes after 
half-time Harris cut in from the wing to give Dodd an easy 
goal for Shrewsbury. Ten minutes after half-time Corbett put 
Borough 3-1 ahead with a free-kick. It looked like curtains 
for Shrewsbury when in the last minute, the home side were 
awarded a penalty, which was quite controversial. Slater was 
put through and just as he was about to shoot there was the 

slightest contact between Slater and Manders, but the referee  
awarded what appeared to be a harsh penalty. When Jessop 
shot wide, some felt justice had been done.

Shrewsbury gained heart from this let-off and Harris and 
McCue got the two goals that pegged Borough back to 3-3. 
The Borough defence was often left standing in the last 30 
minutes following rapid raids by Harris on the Shrewsbury 
right-wing. Snowball seemed to have lost touch with the 
winger, while Hughes seemed slow and was often passed.

Though Borough missed a host of chances, the visitors 
earned their point by reason of a strong second-half recovery, 
which very nearly won them the game. A point was as much 
as the home side deserved for what was a very in and out 
display. The main culprit in the missed chances department, 
unusually, was Fred Slater.

 Shrewsbury Town Res v Nuneaton Borough 27-12-1955 
Shrewsbury: Bradbury; Wedge and Griffiths; McNab, Manders and 
Davies; Harris, Walker, Dodd, McCue and Edgeley.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough journeyed to The Gay Meadow home of Shrewsbury 
Town Reserves for a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough kicked off against a strong cross-wind, but were 
soon attacking, the Shrewsbury defence having to deal with 
several good crosses from both wing men, Jessop and James. 
Play generally was interesting with raids by either side. 
Shrewsbury gradually asserted themselves and made a series 
of attacks, but the Borough defence was giving nothing away, 
with Harvey being especially prominent.

After 25 minute Shrewsbury attacked down the left-wing and 
a shot by Edgeley helped by the wind completely deceived 
Broadaway and entered the top of the net. Shrewsbury were 
menacing for a time and Broadaway was again beaten, but 
the goal was disallowed for offside. Borough returned to 
the attack and Jessop centred to Slater, who banged in the 
equaliser. Play was even for a while, but shortly before the 
interval Dodd headed in a corner.

After the interval Borough attacked and gave the Shrewsbury 
defence a warm time. In a series of attacks James netted but 
the goal was disallowed for handball. Play became scrappy 
for a time, with a lot of wild kicking, the wind and rain 
upsetting both teams. Towards the end the Borough set up a 
series of fierce attacks and, from a pass by Slater, Carrington 
equalised with a beautiful shot which left Bradbury helpless.

Borough continued to attack. They were playing good 
football and the Shrewsbury defence was hard-pressed. It 
was not nearly all Borough and Molloy, picking up a loose 
ball, coolly lobbed it into the net over the head of the 
advancing Bradbury.

Borough put in another fine away performance which made 
up for the dropped point at Manor Park on Boxing Day. The 
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visitors deserved their success for their marked superiority 
in the closing stages of the game. It was a tribute to their 
fitness and fighting ability that they should have been able 
to outstay a team in full-time training on a pitch which was 
inches deep in mud, making the going very heavy indeed.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 31-12-1955 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Divison 1 encounter.

Borough opened the scoring after three minutes, a ball was 
crossed from the right for Carrington to slip it out to Jessop. 
The winger had a clear look at goal and shot, low near the 
post. The ball had Burden beaten and to make sure that 
a back who was rushing across did not kick the ball away, 
Slater put it further into the net.

At 35 minutes another cross from the right-wing led to a 
scuffle in front of the Wolves’ goal. Molloy eventually got hold 
of the ball, dribbled into an open space, and then placed his 
shot past Burden. In the last minute of the first-half, the ball 
was pushed through to Slater in the inside-right position. 
He cut in and then swept the ball past the goalkeeper.

It was only to be expected that with the wind aiding them 
in the second-half that Wolves would prove extremely 
troublesome. For 15 minutes or thereabouts, Borough 
comfortably held their own. Then the Wolves really got going. 
For 20 minutes Borough were in dire trouble. A whole series of 
raids by the now ravenous Wolves sent the Borough defence 
reeling and twice the home goal escaped more by luck than 
judgment. One shot from distance struck the Borough bar; and 
then in one furious assault the ball did everything but cross 
the line. As fast as the ball was scrambled out it was sent back 
again. For more than a minute the see-saw went on. Finally, 
someone kicked the ball clear.

For quite a while the Wolves got right on top. Borough 
seemed to have shot their bolt through sheer tiredness and 
Wolves seemed much the fresher of the two sides. Then, as 
at Shrewsbury, Borough appeared to find a new lease of life. 
Twice they should have increased their lead. First Molloy 
missed an easy chance, then Carrington failed to control 
when only faced by Wolves’ keeper Burden.

Four minutes from time, following a Jessop corner, the ball 
ran out to Corbett. The latter’s shot hit the Wolves’ bar and as 
it dropped struck Slater in the face and went into the net. In 
the last minute came a consolation goal for Wolves, scored by 
Lill, who cut in and put a perfectly-placed ground shot past 
Broadaway, which hit the far post and went into the net.

Borough’s four goals brought their tally against Wolves this 
season to eight, which is a tribute to their capable forward 
play. The fact that they have only conceded one goal in the 
two games reflects very well on the defence.

 Redditch v Nuneaton Borough 07-01-1956 
Redditch: Rogers; Joyner and Hunt; Whitcomb, Baker and Powell; 
Bodfish, Crowe, Bowen, Watkin and Williams.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Valley to take on Redditch 
in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

It was a fine piece of opportunism by Jessop that brought 
Borough’s opening goal after three minutes’ play. Rogers 
failed to reach a cross from the right and the ball reached 
Jessop. His first shot was blocked, but seizing on the 
rebound, he found the net with a beautifully placed shot 
which had the keeper, still out of position, hopelessly beaten.

Redditch got an equaliser after ten minutes. Williams, the 
outside-left, received a cross from Bodfish and saw his shot 
deflected into the net by Harvey. This was a bad goal in any 
case for the referee failed to notice that to get Bodfish’s centre 
down to his feet, Williams used his hands. The Redditch fans 
were delighted when a minute later, Bowen was allowed to go 
through unchallenged to give Redditch the lead.

It was in the 34th minute that Borough levelled the score at 2-2. 
A move in which Corbett and Slater figured prominently, ended 
in a pass across goal for Carrington to ram the ball home. Five 
minutes after half-time Molloy pushed the ball through to 
Corbett who had moved forward. From almost off the dead 
ball line he squared the ball for James to slip it past Rogers. 
A few minutes later, Snowball conceded a free-kick for 
handball and Whitcomb’s kick landed so close to goal that it 
should have been Broadaway’s ball. He failed in his attempt to 
punch clear and Watkin was able to head a very simple goal.

Borough’s fourth goal was the culmination of another 
first-class move. When the ball was crossed from the left by 
Whitcroft, James closed in to get his head to the ball which 
beat Rogers, struck the bar, and then came out to Slater, 
who tucked it away into the net. Molloy got Borough’s fifth 
and final goal when he slipped the ball to the right as the 
goalkeeper dived and went on unchallenged to place the ball 
into the empty net.

The only blot on the landscape so far as Borough were 
concerned was that they should have conceded three goals to 
a team languishing at the foot of the table.

 Lye Town v Nuneaton Borough 14-01-1956 
Lye Town: Bates; Whitfield and Tibbitts; Charlton, Casey and Bottrill; 
Powell, Evans, FitzMorris, Roberts and Tinkler.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Lye Town to play a Birmingham 
League Division 1 fixture.

This was a one-sided game and was one-way traffic nearly all 
the way through. Yet because of great work by Bates in the Lye 
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goal and because Borough failed to turn midfield superiority 
into goals. Lye had a chance until 17 minutes from the end. 
The game opened in amazing fashion, for in the first minute 
Borough were awarded a penalty for handball. Arthur Corbett 
took the penalty, but slammed the ball hard against the bar. 
The ball rebounded back to Corbett, who shot into the net 
and the referee wrongly awarded a goal, but changed his 
mind after consulting a linesman.

Borough opened the scoring in the 10th minute when James 
shot against a post and the ball came out to Slater, who 
promptly hooked it into the net with his left foot. For quite 
a while there was only one team in it; the home goal had 
several fortunate escapes, notably from shots by Slater and 
Carrington. Then like a shot from the blue, a long ball down 
the right wing found Snowball right out of position and 
winger Powell ran through unchallenged to beat Broadaway 
with a perfectly placed cross-shot. Thus in their first real 
attack on the Borough goal, Lye had scored and were on 
equal terms, despite being penned in fron the word go.

A minute after half-time Corbett put the ball through to 
Slater, who pushed it back to Carrington. “The Major” as he 
is known to his colleagues, swung round and from 20 yards 
cracked a real beauty past Bates, putting Borough 2-1 ahead.

Although Borough remained on top, Lye came more into 
the game and probed Borough’s defence, but did not have 
the required skill to create scoring opportunities. Seventeen 
minutes from time, James swung over a hard, low centre. 
Slater dived and with perfect timing headed a beautiful goal, 
the ball flying into the net just inside a post. Three minutes 
later, following a Jessop corner kick, the ball ran out to the 
right and when returned into the goalmouth Carrington 
headed it forward to Slater, who snapped up an easy goal to 
make the score 4-1.

Five minutes later Slater got his fourth goal – a truly 
spectacular effort. The ball was pushed through to the 
centre-forward, who had moved on to the right wing. He 
closed in a few yards and then from the narrowest of angles 
unleashed a terrific right-foot drive which crashed into the 
net off the far post.

 Nuneaton Borough v Halesowen Town 21-01-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Halesowen: Clifton; Pestridge and Bashford; Simms, Jones and Cotton; 
Coley, Basterfield, Robertson, Hadlington and Havanga.

Borough welcomed Halesowen Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

After getting two goals in the first seven minutes, Borough fell 
away badly and on a sea of mud, adopted the wrong tactics, 
preferring to play the short game when conditions yelled out 
for a more open game. It was simply futile trying to plough 
through the ankle-deep mud with the ball at feet. The inside 
men were largely to blame, as both Carrington and Molloy held 

the ball too long and persisted in using the short pass. On the 
other hand, Halesowen used the long ball and in Basterfield 
had the best forward on view – a big, strong inside man who 
was always going forward and constantly changing the point of 
attack with long crossfield passes, and after a disastrous start 
Halesowen were every bit as good as Borough.

Borough opened their account in the first minute when a 
cross from the right found Jessop on the opposite wing. The 
outside-left turned the ball inside to Carrington who beat 
Clifton with a well-placed shot. Five minutes later Molloy took 
a short James’ corner kick, beat Pestridge with a clever piece 
of footwork, ran along the dead ball line and lofted the ball to 
the far post where Slater was on hand to head into the net.

Ten minutes after half-time, Corbett took a pass from James 
to net with a fine long shot. At 65 minutes a determined 
down-the-middle raid by Halesowen ended in Basterfield 
shooting past the advancing Broadaway.

Thirteen minutes from the end, from a Jessop corner kick, 
Molloy headed Borough into a 4-1 lead, but four minutes 
from time a long ball, way ahead of the completely unmarked 
right-winger Coley, enabled the latter to run in and reduce 
the lead with some ease. The visitors were still attacking 
strongly at the final whistle.

Borough have been playing well recently and it may be a little 
unfair to expect them to go on winning as and when they 
please. For all that it is absolutely imperative that a team in 
the championship race should be able to adapt themselves to 
the conditions underfoot, and it is folly to try to be too clever, 
too precise, in a mudbath.

 Lockheed v Nuneaton Borough 28-01-1956 
Lockheed: Spencer; Bury and Sneddon; Kelly, Hawker and Lane; 
Morrow, Jakeman, Hartley, Bradshaw and Burrows.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Leamington to face Lockheed 
in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

The two points Borough picked up at Leamington on 
Saturday were worth their weight in gold. This victory, lucky 
in some respects, has considerably enhanced Borough’s 
championship prospects, for Burton were beaten 3-0 by 
Wolves, while Banbury could only draw 1-1 with bottom of 
the league Redditch at The Valley.

The result was not only a bitter pill for the “Brakes” but also 
a bitter lesson – a lesson that it’s goals, not pretty play, that 
really matters in football. It is no exaggeration to say that 
Lockheed did probably 75 per cent of the attacking, yet they 
couldn’t score. Borough’s raids were far fewer, but carried 
more weight, more punch, and produced two goals.

Lockheed – or rather their goalkeeper, Spencer – knocked the 
first nail into their own coffin. At 19 minutes Mick Jakeman 
misfired with a pass which put Borough on the attack. The 
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ball eventually reached Whitcroft, who cut through and 
shot. It was not one of the wing-half’s best efforts. There 
seemed no danger at all, until Spencer fumbled the ball. And 
to fumble the ball when Slater is around is fatal. The centre-
forward dispossessed the goalkeeper and promptly and 
without fuss put the ball into the net.

For the next 60 minutes it was largely a battle between the 
Lockheed forwards and the Borough defence. At times it 
seemed Lockheed must equalise. Always, though, there was 
a Borough player on hand to get the ball away and Lockheed 
visibly lost heart. Then, ten minutes from the end, Borough 
broke out of captivity. The ball moved from one player to 
another and finally was pushed out to Jessop. Cleverly 
the winger beat his man and then crossed a low ball into 
the middle. As ever, Fred Slater was there to challenge for 
possession. He got the ball and less than six yards from goal 
rounded Hawker. The centre-forward now only had Spencer 
to beat and looked a certain scorer. The next second he was 
sent sprawling by a Hawker tackle from behind.

It was no doubt a penalty. Here was Borough’s chance to drive 
the last nail into Lockheed’s coffin. Carrington stepped up and 
quietly put the ball on the spot, walked back a few yards, then 
ran forward and like a flash the ball tore into the net.

Luck or no luck, this was a first-class Borough performance 
because when the scoring chances came their way they were 
not slow to cash in on them.

Borough FC Trainer
Discharged from the Royal 
Navy on the grounds that 
he would probably not walk 
again, Mr David Lapworth, 
of 50 Earls Road, Nuneaton, 
made a remarkable recovery 
and only 12 months later, 
as a Nuneaton Borough 
footballer, was scoring goals 
regularly from the left wing.

In his three seasons with the 
Borough, he scored over 100 
goals. Forty-three of these 

– including five in one match and 12 out of 12 from penalty 
kicks – came in a season the Nuneaton Combination League. 
In one season in the Birmingham Combination, he netted 31 
times, which he claims is a record for a winger in the league.

Unlike many present day left-wingers, Dave could use both 
feet and was equally at home on the opposite wing. One 
match he recalls was against HInckley when he scored twice 
direct from left-wing corners with right-footed inswingers. 
A third inswinger hit the face of the bar, thus robbing him of a 
hat-trick of corner kick goals.

His association with the Borough continues today, for he is 
the first-team trainer, to which position he was appointed 

after some time as trainer to the reserve side. What does 
he think of Borough’s chances of winning the Birmingham 
League this season? “With the football they are playing at the 
moment and with the spirit that is there, they have a great 
chance of pulling it off again,” he says.

Coventry-born, Dave went to Wolverhampton when he was 
10 and at Prestwood Road School he played alongside Jack 
Rowley, the former Manchester United international and 
present Plymouth player-manager, in the school soccer side.

At the age of 16, he joined Oakengates Town in the 
Birmingham League. Later, he became a part-time 
professional for West Bromwich Albion and made a number 
of Central League appearances. Joining Kidderminster 
Harriers, for whom he played for two years, he was a 
member of the team which won the Birmingham League 
championship without defeat throughout the season.

After leaving the Borough, Dave played for Bedworth Town 
for a season before returning to Nuneaton as trainer. During 
his playing career, he made two junior England international 
appearances against Scotland and Ireland.

No ‘Gift” Of Points
It is reported that Cheltenham Town, whose recent 
Birmingham League Division 1 match at Gresley was 
abandoned because of fog seven minutes from time when 
the home side was leading 2-0, has offered to give Gresley 
the points, as it would cost them £50 to replay the fixture.

The question is to be referred to the Birmingham League. 
Now we do not pretend to be prophets, but we think we 
know what the League’s verdict will be – the teams will 
be ordered to complete the fixture.

For if a club, for any reason whatsoever, were ever allowed 
to give points away, then the league would become 
farcical and there would be endless trouble and strife.

So we confidently expect that Cheltenham and Gresley 
will have to replay, no matter how much it costs 
Cheltenham. And rightly so.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lye Town 11-02-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Lye Town: Bates; Cole and Whitfield; Charlton, Casey and Paintin; 
Roberts, Smith, Taplin, Evans and Tinkler.

Borough welcomed Lye Town to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 match.

Borough’s superiority in this match was not as pronounced as 
one might think by looking at the final score. Borough were 
anything but happy on a pitch affected by snow and frost and 
their win was nowhere near as clear cut as the match at Lye.

Lye played an open game, whereas Borough preferred to 
keep the ball close and at times moved backwards instead of 
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towards the Lye goal. Many times the forwards would put the 
ball back to a half-back and the half-back would push it back 
to Harvey or Snowball – and they often placed it straight to 
an opponent. Borough were not at all at home on this pitch 
and too many mistakes were made, too many moves broke 
down either through bad passing or playing too closely.

Whitcroft was one player who appreciated the fact that 
nothing is to be lost by having a go at goal. He was particularly 
unlucky with one thumping drive which crashed against the 
bar. Lye were the first to score after 35 minutes. A move on the 
right wing ended in the ball being put in front of the Borough 
goal for Smith to shoot into the top of the net. Borough drew 
level five minutes later when Whitcroft sent Slater away on the 
right with a long ball. The centre-forward moved forward a 
few yards and though having little of the goal to shoot at, beat 
Bates with a beautifully placed shot which passed across in 
front of the goalkeeper and found the far end of the net.

Nuneaton returned to the attack almost at once. James put 
the ball forward to Carrington who came along the dead ball 
line, beat an opponent, and then put the ball right on Slater’s 
head, and he easily beat Bates with a well-placed header.

Fourteen minutes after half-time Slater broke through on 
the left, moved inside and shot. Bates only partially cleared 
and Carrington put the ball into the net. A minute later from 
a Jessop corner kick, Carrington headed a fourth goal. After 
20 minutes of the second half, a slovenly piece of defensive 
play allowed Tinkler to reduce the lead following a scramble 
in front of Broadaway. A minute from time Jessop was put 
through on the left, beat Cole and squared the ball in front of 
goal. Molloy pulled the ball down and then shot into the net.

Although well below their best form, Borough proved that 
when a special effort was needed they could produce it.

The Last Double Winning Side
It was way back in 1931 that the old Nuneaton Town club 
created history by winning the Birmingham Combination 
championship and the Birmingham Senior Cup. Now, 
25 years later, the Town Club’s successors, Nuneaton 
Borough FC, are in a position where they could emulate 
that feat by winning the Birmingham League Division 
1 championship and the Senior Cup. But, make no 
mistake, their task is a formidable one.

Borough’s chances of winning the championship have 
not been improved following Banbury’s 3-1 success over 
Lockheed last Saturday. It was a first-class performance 
by Jimmy Cringan’s men and, as Borough have to visit 
them, Banbury must be considered favourites.

Prior to the draw for the semi-final of the Senior Cup, two 
other teams had a chance of the double – Stourbridge 
and Brush Sports – but having been paired, one of them 
must go. Brush forced a replay at Stourbridge and must 
be favourites.

Former Town Footballer
Ex-Nuneaton Town footballer, Mr Albert “Mac” Harper, 
aged 71, of 19, Edward Street, Nuneaton, died in the 
George Eliot Hospital on Tuesday.

Mr Harper played right-half for Nuneaton Town in 
1906-07, and was a member of the team which won the 
Birmingham Junior Shield. After playing for Nuneaton he 
assisted Bedworth and Chapel End.

He was a native of Nuneaton and spent 50 years as a 
miner at Griff and Newdigate Collieries.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 18-02-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Barratt; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Brierley Hill: Hill; Edwards and R. Harris; Wolverson, Lewis and Poyner; 
Bowen, J. Harris, Titley, Corbet and Phillips.

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

The first-half saw Borough playing beautiful football and 
outplaying their opponents, so much so that had Brierley 
Hill found themselves four or five down at the interval, they 
couldn’t have complained. Borough revelled in conditions 
which had eased appreciably during the week. A thin coating 
of snow had protected the ground from the frost and instead 
of being bone-hard it was not nearly so treacherous.

Borough opened their account in the 17th minute when 
Carrington was sent away on the right and crossed the ball 
for Slater to head a real gem of a goal. Three minutes before 
half-time Jessop pushed the ball forward to Molloy who ran 
on a few yards and then lifted it in front of goal for Slater to 
head another fine goal.

Sixteen minutes after half-time Slater bulldozed his way 
through the middle and when virtually surrounded by 
defenders, slipped the ball to Carrington, who rounded the 
goalkeeper and put the ball into the net. Ten minutes later, 
when the snow-storm was at its worst, Bowen cut through on 
the right and put the ball in front of the net to J. Harris, who 
headed past Broadaway who, incidentally, had a very good 
game in goal. In the 76th minute Carrington broke through on 
the right and centred for James to head Borough’s fourth and 
final goal.

Apart from that brief period mid-way through the second half 
when, temporarily, Alliance got on top, Borough gave a most 
workmanlike display. They were really brilliant in the first half 
and though they tailed off a little in the second session, were 
still comfortable winners. Borough never produced the same 
top-class football after the break and became ragged and 
almost aimless. Bulkington youth, Barratt made his debut 
due to Snowball becoming stranded in Lichfield. He found 
the step-up difficult, but was pitchforked into the side.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 03-03-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Stourbridge: Marson; Nuell and Rowberry; Dunn, Russon and Hulston; 
Page, Allsopp, Dean, Hughes and Pulley.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

Both sides could be well satisfied with a share of the points 
after one of the fastest, hardest fought games seen at Manor 
Park this season. Borough did more attacking, but against a 
big, strong-tackling defence, in which goalkeeper Marson was 
an outstanding and dominating figure, they found the way to 
goal more difficult than most games this season.

Generally speaking Borough failed to press home their 
territorial advantage simply because they could not outwit 
this powerfully built, sometimes overkeen-in-the-tackle, 
Stourbridge defence. Their marksmanship too, was at fault. 
Slater has not been mastered in the air by any centre-half this 
season, but this time he could get little change out of Russon 
and the equally big Rowberry and Nuell. He was ever ready 
to challenge for possession when the ball was in the air and 
not infrequently caused the defenders to falter, but usually 
his inside colleagues were so far behind him that the ball was 
kicked away.

Stourbridge, even though they have not lived up to their 
early season form are still a very good side – a side capable of 
holding their own against any team in the league.

Both goals came from penalty kicks – one directly, the other 
indirectly. Indeed, there could have been two more spot 
kicks for twice Stourbridge handled in the box and both were 
missed by the referee, yet when a much less obvious offence 
occurred Mr Southern awarded Borough a penalty.

The game had only been in progress ten minutes when 
Stourbridge went ahead. In hurriedly taking a free-kick, 
Corbett put the ball straight to a Stourbridge player, who 
pushed the ball forward. In the struggle which followed, a 
corner was conceded. Pulley dropped the ball in front of goal 
and it was headed towards goal for Harvey, standing on the 
goal line, to palm it out with his hands. The referee missed 
the offence, but was alerted by the linesman and Page made 
no mistake from the spot with a hard drive.

It was eight minutes after half-time when Borough drew 
level. James was trying to go round full-back Rowberry 
when he stumbled. The referee awarded Borough a penalty. 
Carrington, who took the kick, drove the ball against the 
post. As it came back into play, Slater secured possession and 
hit the ball past the helpless Marson.

These two equally matched sides provided a bigger crowd 
than for many weeks with a good afternoon’s entertainment, 
in which Jack was invariably as good as his master. A draw 
was a very fair result.

Entertainment Tax Crippling Junior 
Professional Football
A deputation from the Birmingham League consisting of 
Mr T. Stone (president) and Mr George Dutton (secretary) 
is to meet the Economic Secretary to the Treasury, Sir 
Edward Boyle, next Wednesday to discuss a proposal for 
a reduction of entertainment tax. 

Mr Dutton, who has been busy collating information 
supplied by Birmingham League clubs to assist in putting 
forward the case, told the “Observer” this week: “The 
response we had had from clubs is extremely gratifying. 
On the evidence I have got, we have an exceptionally 
strong case for some consideration to be given to the 
idea of reducing entertainment tax, or abolishing it 
altogether, so far as it affects association football clubs,” 
he said

The deputation will go to the Treasury with the blessing 
of Nuneaton Borough FC, members of the Birmingham 
League. Entertainment tax is really crippling the junior 
professional club,” Mr Reg Carris, chairman of the club, 
told our reporter.

“We think it is hardly fair that some sports get away 
without paying tax, whereas a little club like Nuneaton, 
which is struggling, has to pay heavy tax.”

 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 17-03-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Hinckley: Lewis; Shepherd and Howe; Brews, Bunt and Pycroft; Graver, 
Riley, Burnett, Ramscar and Shore.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Borough and Hinckley seldom seem to “hit it off” when 
they come to grips and this game was another in a long line 
of games when brains came a good second best to brawn. 
The home side had so much of the game against a side 
handicapped from the early minutes by an injury to left-back 
Howe, who went to outside-left for the rest of the game, that 
they should have won by a wider margin.

That they didn’t was down to the fine goalkeeping of Lewis, 
the former Walsall goalkeeper, but also down to some really 
wretched finishing by Borough, which was simply atrocious – 
being high, wide and never handsome.

Borough went ahead in the 34th minute when James came 
in along the dead ball line, turned inside and crossed the ball 
with his left foot for Slater to turn it into the net just inside 
the near post. Two minutes later, during a terrific assault 
on the Hinckley goal, a Hinckley defender handled the ball 
and Borough were awarded a penalty. Carrington made no 
mistake this time from the penalty spot.
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Not long afterwards came the third goal. Following a free-
kick on the left for a foul on Jessop, the ball came across to 
Corbett. The wing-half let drive. The ball appeared as though 
it would go wide – until Slater intervened and it was then 
passed from the centre-forward into the net.

Riley got a consolation goal for Hinckley ten minutes from the 
end with a shot that was not worthy of a goal. Riley hit a poor 
shot that Broadaway should never have allowed to enter the 
net, but which beat him at the near post.

Borough will have to improve on this form to keep alive their 
hopes of taking the championship.

Arthur Oliver
A former secretary of 
Nuneaton Borough FC 
Supporters’ Club, Mr Arthur 
Oliver, of 40, Princes Street, 
Nuneaton, is still a familiar 
figure at Manor Park at 
both first and reserve team 
matches.

Born in London, where for 
a time he was manager of 
one of the largest laundries. 
Mr Oliver came to Nuneaton 
in 1924. For ten years he 

managed the Grotto Laundry in Bond Gate under the late 
Coun. Harvey.

From 1934-39, Mr Oliver ran his own business in collar 
replacements, and at the outbreak of the war, he worked on 
munitions in Coventry.

During an air raid, his house in Princes Street was “blitzed” 
and though he, his wife and family were inside at the time, 
they escaped uninjured.

Following periods of residences at Greenmoor Road and at 
Weddington, Mr Oliver returned to 40, Princes Street, when it 
was rebuilt six years ago. He is now in business as an “On The 
Spot” upholstery and carpet cleaner. Mr Oliver often sits on 
Coroner’s juries at Nuneaton.

 Rugby Town v Nuneaton Borough 24-03-1956 
Rugby Town: Hammond; Llewellyn and Hargrave; Gildert, Baker and 
Clark; Roberts, Cook, Lawrence, Wright and Kelly.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Rugby Town for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 encounter.

Trailing a goal behind with only seconds to go, Borough faced 
their first defeat in 16 matches. To preserve their slender 
lead Rugby had fallen back on to defence. Arthur Corbett 
picked up a loose ball some yards inside his own half. He 

immediately moved forward into the wide open space and 
got to within 20 yards of the Rugby goal. He tried to slip the 
ball to Whitcroft, seized on it and shot; the ball came back to 
him and he shot again. With goalkeeper Hammond beaten, 
Rugby left-back Hargrave prevented a certain goal by pushing 
the ball over the bar with his hands.

The whistle sounded, a penalty was awarded, but then 
the referee moved across to the linesman. It was a great 
relief to the large contingent of Nuneaton supporters when, 
after consulting with the linesman, the referee pointed to 
the penalty spot. This was Borough’s last chance of saving 
the game for the game had already passed into extra time 
allowed for injuries. Les Carrington, who has twice failed from 
the spot since taking over from Jessop, put the ball on the 
spot and Hammond tried to fox the inside right by offering 
him more room on one side of the goal, but Carrington drove 
the ball into the net near the left-hand post as the goalkeeper 
went the wrong way.

It was a dramatic ending to a game which at half-time looked 
well within Rugby’s keeping, for at that point the home side 
were two goals ahead and playing confident football. In the 
25th minute Kelly was cutting inside when he was fouled by 
Harvey in the area. A penalty was awarded and Geoff Wright 
beat Broadaway with a shot straight down the middle, just 
brushing Broadaway’s leg on the way into the net. In the 31st 
minute Gildert went on a long run, in which he evaded four or 
five tackles, took the ball right in and then slipped it to 
Roberts, who toe-ended it into the Borough net to give Rugby 
a 2-0 lead.

A minute after the break, from a throw-in on the left, Jessop 
gave Carrington the ball, who drove the ball for goal. The 
shot struck a defenders hands and came straight back to the 
Borough player, whose beautiful return shot left Hammond 
helpless. This was the signal for a great Borough effort to save 
the game and for most of the half they pummelled the Rugby 
defence and there were many fierce struggles in the home 
penalty area.

Manager Bobby Davidson signalled to his players there were 
but two minutes to go, and Rugby fell back in the face of 
Borough’s desperate dying efforts, leaving the middle of the 
field at the mercy of the Borough wing-halves, which resulted 
in that penalty with only seconds remaining.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 30-03-1956 
Burton: Townsend; Hadfield and Poppett; Tye, Weston and Ramage; 
Hughes, Barker, Boot, Meaney and Giles.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 encounter.

Although a point’s a point at Burton – the only team to 
win there this season is Banbury – Borough had sufficient 
chances on Good Friday to have collected two. After a fairly 
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even first-half, Borough did 75 per cent of the pressing after 
the change of ends, but made the mistake of going one move 
too many. Often they were still passing the ball when inside 
the Burton penalty area. The result was that Billy Townsend 
had few decent shots to save. For all that his goal had quite a 
few narrow squeaks.

Once in the first-half a long ball from Holding found Slater, 
who crossed a perfect ball to James, standing unmarked 
in front of the goal. The outside-right tried to side-foot the 
ball into the net, but missed the ball completely. Slater 
could have scored in the first-half when Jessop dropped a 
cross right on the centre-forward’s head. Slater had all the 
time in the world to pick his spot, but headed straight into 
Townsend’s hands.

On another occasion the goalkeeper saved brilliantly from a 
Corbett free-kick and in the terrific scramble which followed 
the ball was twice kicked off the goal line. Generally speaking, 
however, Borough forwards were poor in front of goal.

Burton’s finishing was even worse than Borough’s. However, 
just before half-time Broadaway did well to push aside a shot 
from Boot. The Burton centre-forward missed an easy chance 
early in the second half when he broke clean through. With 
only Broadaway to beat, he turned the ball wide. Corbett was 
Borough’s outstanding player.

 Nuneaton Borough v Whitwick Colliery 31-03-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Burns and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Holding, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Whitwick Colliery to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough dropped a precious home point to lowly placed 
Whitwick on Saturday. The only excuse that can be proffered 
is that they lacked the service of Fred Slater and Jim Harvey, 
both injured. Even so, they had such an overwhelming share 
of the play that they ought to have won by a wide margin.

There was a lack of shooting ability on Borough’s part and 
unless there is a rapid return to previous levels it could easily 
be goodbye to the league championship and the Senior Cup.

After Middleton had surprisingly give the Colliers the lead 
with a fine drive in the fourth minute, Borough attacked 
almost non-stop, but the longer they attacked the less likely 
they looked like scoring. True, the Whitwick goal had some 
narrow escapes, but generally speaking the finishing of the 
home forwards was atrocious, and it was not until 26 minutes 
from the end that they drew level through Holding, who ran 
through to beat the advancing Richardson.

Even this belated success failed to inspire the Borough and 
although it was only occasionally they got away, Whitwick 
looked every bit as likely to snatch a winning goal as did 
Borough. Holding was a poor substitute for Slater, and failed 
to inspire his colleagues. Burns, the Irish player, who got his 
first chance in place of Harvey at right-back, had a fair game.

Altogether this was a very poor display by Borough, and 
might easily have led to the shock of the season and 
Borough’s first defeat in 17 games.

 Nuneaton Borough v Burton Albion 02-04-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Burns and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Holding, Molloy and Jessop.
Burton: Townsend; Hadfield and Poppett; Tye, Weston and Ramage; 
Kyle, Barber, Boot, Betteridge and Giles.

Borough welcomed Burton Albion to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game on Easter Monday.

It was easily the best of the three games, for both Burton 
and Borough did much better than on Good Friday and 
provided a hard and keenly contested encounter. Borough 
did not achieve their success easily. They had to fight every 
inch of the way and could never afford to relax against lively 
opposition. But there could be no question at all that victory 
went to the better side.

Burton were always well in the game and broke through on 
several occasions, forcing Broadaway to make desperate 
dashes out of goal to check visiting forwards. Generally 
speaking though, Burton lacked finishing power. The 
outcome was that quite a lot of capable midfield play and 
neat moves towards the Borough goal died a natural death.

On this occasion Borough showed themselves to be not only 
the Albion’s superiors in football skill, but better marksmen as 
well. The latter was really the deciding factor in their success. 
Their football for the most part was more calculated and much 
less nervy than in recent games. This was much to their credit 
as once again they were without Slater and Harvey.

Eddie Holding did a useful job and little Les Carrington is 
a demon for work, and was Borough’s best forward. Stan 
James, who has not been playing too well in recent weeks, 
gave a glimpse of his best form and it was a glorious run 
and centre by the right-winger which paved the way for 
Carrington’s goal. Molloy did a lot of useful work and Jessop 
slung across some telling centres. All told the defence did 
well with Snowball having his best game for some time and 
Broadaway keeping a good goal.

Borough’s opening goal came after one splendid move had 
been only partially broken up. The ball eventually ran out 
to James. The winger immediately went for goal, cleverly 
rounded Poppett, and then squared the ball for Carrington to 
slam into the net. The other goal came from a long ball down 
the middle. Holding got the better of Weston and though 
he did not get hold of the ball properly his low shot beat 
Townsend, whose work in the air was first-class throughout.

Burton did not take their defeat too well and after Holding 
had sealed their fate with a second goal eleven minutes after 
half-time, one or two of their players seemed a little too keen 
to play the man instead of the ball and had to be spoken to 
by the referee.
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Nuneaton Comedian On TV
Nuneaton’s well-known 
comedian, Billy Breen, of 52, 
Clifton Road, makes his first 
TV appearance, when he will 
be seen in the BBC programme 
“Saturday Night Out” from 8pm 
to 8.30 pm.

On that night, TV cameras will 
visit Leicester to spotlight the 
club movement, and it will be 
from the Newfoundpool Club 

that the show will appear. Billy, who has appeared twice 
recently at the Newfoundpool Club in shows in aid of 
spastic children, successfully passed his audition this 
week for tomorrow night’s broadcast.

Since leaving Manor Park School, he has entertained on 
the stage and has appeared in many parts of the country. 
This week he received an offer to return to Redcar this 
summer in “Radio Tymes” for his fifth season.

 Brush Sports v Nuneaton Borough 07-04-1956 
Brush Sports: Lilley; Bardsley and McArthur; Aston, Hodges and Holland; 
Naylor, Lockwood, Bain, Smith and Powe.
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Loughborough to take on Brush 
Sports in a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Sooner or later Borough’s long unbeaten record was bound 
to come to an end. Indeed, it had been tottering for a few 
games. It was a great pity that it had to happen in a game 
where they had so much of the play and every chance to 
make it 20 games undefeated.

Strange to say, Brush were the last team to defeat Borough 
and are fast becoming their bogey team. Borough made 
a mess of this game and conceded two simple goals, but 
pegged the home side back 11 minutes after half time and 
gave them a real battering. Seldom did Brush cross the 
half-way line as Borough launched a continuous assault on 
the home goal. It was remarkable that after Arthur Corbett 
had made the score 2-1 with a truly delightful 30 yard drive, 
which left goalkeeper Lilley helpless, that Borough should 
have plugged away so persistently without causing the home 
keeper any problems.

Only once was the keeper in any real trouble when he made 
a spectacular save from Carrington’s shot which looked an 
equaliser all the way. Otherwise Borough scarcely had a clue 
when it came to rounding off their attacks. Even Fred Slater 
appears to have forgotten where the net is and he made 
little impression on Hodges, surely the best centre-half in the 

league. The other forwards, Carrington apart, seemed even 
less likely to get goals.

Brush opened the scoring in the 13th minute after Whitcroft 
was penalised about ten yards inside the Borough half, 
centre-half Hodges took the free-kick and lofted the ball into 
the penalty area. It sailed over the Borough defenders’ heads 
to Bain, who was at least five yards nearer Broadaway than 
any other Borough player.

The visiting defenders, expecting an offside decision, made 
no attempt to tackle the Brush leader. He lost the ball 
momentarily, collected it, turned round, and then drove the 
ball into the net. It was in the 38th minute that Brush went 
further ahead. On this occasion Corbett was penalised near 
the spot where Whitcroft had been pulled up. Hodges again 
took the free-kick; again he lofted the ball bang in front of 
goal. All the Borough defenders missed the ball, which struck 
Smith on the side of the head and bounced into the net.

Even though Borough, because of Banbury’s home reverse, 
are no worse off than before the game, the fact remains 
that they could now have been champions, but for poor 
marksmanship in recent games.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston 14-04-1956 
Borough: Broadaway; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and 
Whitcroft; James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Bassett.
Bilston: Rhodes; Dearin and Wright; Reece, Evans and Pearson; 
Richards, Skitt, Cunniffe, Purchase and Whittall.

Borough welcomed Bilston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 fixture.

This game was a personal triumph for Fred Slater, who netted 
eight goals. He was in irrepressible form, with his shooting 
and heading both being deadly. Bilston’s overworked and 
out-manoeuvred defence were to be pitied as Borough kept 
their wingers on the move and used the through-ball to 
great advantage. Slater will be the first to acknowledge the 
wholehearted support he received from his colleagues, not 
least the help of Bassett, deputising for the injured Bill Jessop.

To be quite frank, Bilston were never in the hunt. They were 
completely outclassed from first kick to last and the goals 
were scored as follows:

Eight minutes: Molloy’s clever ball play and perfect pass 
enabled Slater to run through unchallenged to beat Rhodes 
from close range.
Fourteen minutes: A pass by Slater to Bassett and a quick 
return pass enabled the centre-forward to ram the ball into 
the Bilston net.
Seventeen minutes: James crossed the ball too hard and it 
went out to Bassett on the opposite wing. Without loss of 
time the left-winger put the ball back in front of goal for Slater 
to head through just inside the near post, for a hat-trick.
Twenty-one minutes: Slater forced a corner and Carrington 
hooked James’ flag-kick past Rhodes.
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Thirty minutes: Molloy sent Bassett away with a perfect 
pass. The left-winger centred and running in Slater headed a 
glorious goal.
Thirty-six minutes: Molloy received from James, stood still for 
a moment – and then coolly lifted the ball into the net.
Fifty-two minutes: Molloy and Carrington paved the way for 
Slater to move in an leave the goalkeeper standing with a left-
foot drive just inside the far post.
Fifty-seven minutes: From off the wing Molloy lobbed the ball 
in front of goal for Slater to head the eighth goal.
Sixty minutes: Slater burst through the middle on his own to 
crack a ninth past the luckless Rhodes.
Sixty-five minutes: With a good scoring chance, Bassett only 
half-hit the ball which ran to James and thence into the net.
Sixty-seven minutes: Broadaway failed to gather a down-
the-middle lob thus enabling Evans to net a simple goal for 
Bilston.
Eighty-two minutes: James dashed through on the right, 
rounded Wright, drew the goalkeeper and then pulled the 
ball back to the onrushing Slater, who scored Borough’s 
eleventh and final goal.

Manor Park Groundsman

Groundsman at Manor Park football ground for the past 
four years, Mr George William Bennett, of 56, Clifton Road, 
Stockingford, was formerly assistant groundsman to the 
late Mr William Tuckey. He has been a keen sportsman since 
boyhood days.

A native of Stourbridge, Mr Bennett came to live at Nuneaton 
in 1915 at the age of seven. He played football and cricket for 
Queen’s Road School and then for Queen’s Road Methodist 
Church and Hall End Mission in Nuneaton Bible Class League. 
He was a member of Hall End Mission football team which 
won the league championship in the 1920s. For his batting 
average in the Bible Class League he was awarded a Sunday 
Schools’ cap.

Later, Mr Bennett played football for Arley Rectory and Arley 
Colliery. He was a member of Arley Colliery team for three-
and-a-half seasons, and was captain for two seasons. He 
occasionally played left-half for the old Nuneaton Town club 
before the war. He also played for Nuneaton Engineering FC 
under the captaincy of Mr Reg Carris, the present chairman of 
Nuneaton Borough FC, in Nuneaton Works’ League.

Mr Bennett has been employed in the hosiery industry for 
over 30 years. At the age of fourteen-and-a-half he was 
apprenticed to George Bott and Sons, Hinckley, and remained 
with the firm for fourteen years. He afterwards worked for 
Bilston and Johnson, and for the past eighteen years has 
been in the employ of Moore and Osborne, Hinckley.

Mr Bennett was for five years a member of Nuneaton Police 
male voice choir, then under the direction of Mr Reg Carris, and 
broadcast with the choir on several occasions. He is a baritone. 
In the Nuneaton blitz in May, 1941, Mr Bennett was severely 
injured and was in hospital for thirteen weeks. He was carrying 
out fire watching duties in Clifton Road when he was buried.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 21-04-1956 
Banbury: Jefferies; Bennett and Crilly; Harriss, Shaw and Howe; Lewis, 
McGarrity, Thomas, Evans and Harrison.
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.

Borough travelled to Banbury Spencer for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 game.

Banbury played the better, more accurate football and for 
that reason probably deserved their success. On the other 
hand Borough had sufficient of the play and a sufficient 
number of clear-cut scoring chances to at least have avoided 
defeat. Borough never played well enough to win, never 
played like potential champions, as they played well as 
individuals, but not as a team.

Borough had their chances and only a desperate dive by 
Jefferies at the feet of Tommy Whitcroft, who burst right 
through the middle saved an equaliser. The goalkeeper lost 
the ball which ran loose not more than four yards from goal, 
but no forwards were anywhere near. Then another great 
chance was missed with but minutes to go. Slater beat Shaw 
in the air when the ball was crossed from the left and nodded 
it down to his right, a sitter of a chance for the inside men, 
but again no one was near.

Little was seen of the right wing, especially Stan James. 
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Molloy tried to open up the Banbury defence, but usually 
held the ball too long and got himself crowded out. Jessop 
was a little better than James, but wasted time getting the 
ball across.

When Banbury got their first goal after only five minutes’ 
play, a long upfield pass reached outside-left Harrison in an 
open space. Harvey tried to intercept the winger as he came 
in a yard from the dead ball line, but was beaten. From the 
narrowest of angles Harrison shot. Had Barber stood where 
he was, almost touching the near post, the ball just could not 
have entered the net. As it was, the goalkeeper moved slightly 
to the left and tried to grab the ball which passed into the net.

Twice previously Barber had rushed out of goal and missed 
high crosses. Obviously he was nervous after his long absence 
from the senior side. But if he erred on that occasion, he 
made a great flying save from Jack Evans shortly afterwards. 
When Banbury scored again in the 27th minute, a centre 
by right-winger Lewis beat the whole Borough defence and 
passed right across the field to left-winger Harrison, who 
once again was unmarked. He had a clear course for goal and 
moving in, picked his spot in the net. 

Banbury held that 2-0 lead until the 69th minute when 
goalkeeper Jefferies failed to collect a Jessop centre. Slater 
put the ball against a defender and as it dropped to his feet, 
slammed it into the net. This goal knocked a good deal of 
confidence out of Banbury, who for the rest of the game were 
visibly worried and only too happy to kick the ball anywhere.

Although now on top, Borough completely lacked assurance, 
and little in their play to suggest a real do-or-die effort to pull 
the game round.

 Nuneaton Borough v Gresley Rovers 23-04-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Burns, Hughes and Corbett; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Gresley: Sharman; Cashmore and Bridgett; Bell, Jones and Walker; 
Green, Duggins, Mason, Caton and Hextall.

Borough welcomed Gresley Rovers to Manor Park for the 
semi-final of the Birmingham Senior Cup.

This game at Manor Park on Monday night had one bright 
moment – when the news came through that Hinckley 
were leading Banbury 2-0 at half-time. The announcement 
received the one and only real cheer in an otherwise 
cheerless game. This was an apology for the real thing, for the 
3,000 crowd expected to see some football – well they were 
sadly disillusioned. Gresley saw to that.

Right from the start it was perfectly obvious the Rovers were 
there to make a fight of it. “Fight” being the right word, and 
the game quickly developed into a rough and tumble. The 
referee should take part of the blame for the game becoming 
little more than a shambles. He should have put his foot 
down early on and made it quite clear to some of the players 
that they were there to play the ball, not the man.

Quite a few times Borough players gave away free-kicks but 
on the whole they were quite gentle compared with these 
tough characters from Gresley. The good football moves and 
the really good shots at goal could be remembered quite 
readily – because they were so few and far between. Arthur 
Barber had one or two saves to make, but generally speaking 
viewed the game almost as a spectator.

Sharman had a busier time at the other end without being 
overworked. As at Banbury only Fred Slater ever looked like 
scoring except from one good effort by Les Carrington. His 
shot beat Sharman and rattled the net, but for some reason 
or other the goal was disallowed.

Slater got the only goal – his 48th of the season – when he 
headed home a Jessop corner kick in the 12th minute. By and 
large, the centre-forward was shockingly supported and only 
had one ball the game through on which he could run and have 
a crack at goal. Sharman did well to save his left-foot drive.

Once again Borough fiddled around too much. Too many 
times they went backwards instead of forwards. On the other 
hand Gresley gave the ball plenty of boot but their finishing 
was every bit as bad as Borough’s. Borough deserved to win, 
but what a hard job they made of it. Hughes and Harvey were 
outstanding for Borough.

 Nuneaton Borough v Birmingham City A 28-04-1956 

This Warwickshire Combination match at Manor Park on 
Saturday for Tommy Whitcroft’s benefit proved once again that 
it’s goals that really matter in football and not clever play. If 
clever football counted then the young “Blues,” reinforced by 
four players who have appeared in the City’s Division 1 side this 
season would have been awarded full points.

For three parts of the game they were moving towards the 
Borough goal as a result of their vast superiority in midfield 
against a side which obviously taking no risks in view of their 
vital league match at Rugby.

They produced some first-class moves and often had the 
Borough defence worried, but when they got near goal 
they had little or no idea as marksmen. Although he often 
handled, Arthur Barber seldom looked like being beaten by a 
shot, so poor was the Birmingham finishing. His main anxiety 
came from scrambles in front of his goal.

At the other end Johnny Schofield looked the complete 
master – until the last 15 minutes or so. Then his goal 
capitulated once and had two other narrow shaves. First 
Carrington had him beaten with a lob which passed the 
empty net inches wide of the post; then appropriately 
enough, Tommy Whitcroft beat him and finally, he did well to 
save from Slater.

Whitcroft’s winning goal came five minutes from the end when, 
after having his first shot blocked by a defender, he seized 
upon the rebound and drove it hard and low into the net just 
inside a post. Schofield could do nothing about that shot.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 30-04-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and Burns; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Rugby: Hammond; Llewellyn and Hargrave; Cook, Baker and Brown; 
Roberts, Wright, Awde, French and Kelly.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

The battle has been won and for the second successive 
year Borough are league champions, this time of the newly-
formed Division 1. It has been a long and arduous struggle in 
which there have been many ups and downs.

This success was achieved only after a terrific struggle and 
not before the 3,600 odd crowd had been given a few shocks.
Indeed, it was not until eleven minutes from the end that a 
struggling, far from happy, nervous Borough really clinched 
the issue with a second goal. Two minutes later came the 
third for good measure.

At least twice during the game George Awde, former Borough 
centre-forward, had glorious chances to score. In the first 
minute, before most Borough players had touched the ball, 
he broke through down the middle and had only Barber to 
beat, but his shot was too close and the goalkeeper dived and 
diverted the ball away. He had another great chance when 
Borough were leading 2-0.

Left-winger Kelly squared the ball and it ran directly in front 
of Awde. Although he had time to kill the ball, he hit it first 
time just wide of the post.

Borough had not really looked like scoring, until the 56th 
minute, when for once in a while a Borough attack wrong-
footed the Rugby defence and Slater pushed the ball out to 
Molloy who put in a hard, low drive, which left Hammond 
completely beaten.

What a roar greeted the goal. It did much to steady the 
Borough, but they had a few more unpleasant moments 
before they got their second goal with only 11 minutes to go. 
This time Molloy made an opening for James, who put the 
ball against the top of the post and Slater drove the rebound 
past Hammond.

Perhaps the biggest roar of the game came two minutes later 
when Slater, with an injured arm hanging limply at his side, 
scored his 50th goal of the season by accepting a Jessop 
centre and again beating Hammond. There were scenes of 
jubiliation after the match. The crowd invaded the pitch, 
cheered the players on their way to the dressing toom and 
then called for them to appear in the director’s box.

The crowd was briefly addressed by the Borough chairman, 
Mr Reg Carris, and the Mayor, Ald. Reg Hadden, who 
congratulated the team on having added the Division 1 
championship to their Northern Section championship of last  
season and announced that he would entertain the players 
on a date to be arranged.

Arthur Corbett had a few words to say to the crowd who also 
called for Fred Slater, who was given a special cheer. It was 
a happy ending to what had been anything but a joyous last 
few weeks for the Borough players.

The strain of having been at the head of the table for all but 
one week ever since Christmas had proved a great strain and 
visibly affected their play. But in the end they triumphed – 
and deservedly so.

The Mayor, Ald. Reg Hadden, is seen addressing the crowd after 
Nuneaton Borough FC had clinched the Birmingham League Division 1 
championship by beating Rugby Town 3-0 on Monday. Arthur Corbett 
(captain) is seen on the left with Stan James and reserve player 
Gaylor, and behind them are Snowball, Jessop, Hughes, Harvey, Burns, 
Carrington and Molloy (back) and Fred Slater (extreme right). On the 
left (front) is Mr Reg Carris (chairman of the directors) and seated at the 
front is another director, Mr Fred Carris. Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Whitwick Colliery v Nuneaton Borough 03-05-1956 

Borough journeyed to Whitwick Colliery for the final game 
of the 1955-56 Birmingham League Divsion 1 season on 
Thursday night.

There was no end-of-the-season football about this game 
at Whitwick Colliery. Borough were without Fred Slater and 
Les Carrington, their top goalscorers, but for all that put up 
a first-class performance and throughoutly deserved their 
success against a team which in recent weeks had been 
doing particularly well and has battled its way out of the 
relegation zone.

Snowball led the attack but was more vigorous than clever. 
Carter gave a most promising display as Carrington’s deputy 
and scored one of the three goals. Gaylor, at right-back, did 
better than Harvey, who was out of touch.

Molloy gave a brilliant display and scored a particularly clever 
goal. James headed the third goal from a Jessop centre. 
Fowkes headed both goals for Whitwick – one from a corner, 
the other from a left-wing cross.

Outstanding in a strong Borough middle line was Hughes, 
who dominated the middle of the field.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Brush Sports 12-05-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Molloy and Jessop.
Brush: Lilley; Bardsley and McArthur; Aston, Hodges and Wands; 
Nwachukwu, Lockward, Bain, Holland and Smith.

Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road to take on Brush 
Sports in the final of the Birmingham Senior Cup.

It was not a particularly exhilerating match, but there can 
be no doubt that the better side won. Borough had enough 
of the play in the first-half, were so much the cleverer 
footballers that they ought to have settled the issue by the 
time the half-way stage had been reached.

The Brush goal had one particularly narrow escape when 
James hit the post and Slater’s shot from the rebound was 
kicked off the line with Lilley nowhere. Les Carrington missed 
a sitter with only the goalkeeper to beat and a few yards out, 
he belted the ball high over the bar. Stan James also went 
through one-on-one with the keeper, but took the ball too 
close and was dispossessed by Lilley.

Borough’s first-half supremacy could be traced to the fine 
work of skipper Arthur Corbett, who constantly caught the 
Brush defence on one foot with his accurate crossfield passes, 
and to the scheming of Molloy at inside-left.

Play deteriorated a great deal after the interval and apart 
from the cheer that greeted Borough’s second goal, there 
was precious little indeed in the play of either side to arouse 
enthusiasm. Following an injury to Tommy Hughes, Smith 
the Brush left-winger was ordered from the field. With his 
dismissal went Brush’s last hope of saving the game.

Injuries too, did not help matters for Hughes finished at 
outside-right and McArthur, the Brush left-back, at outside-
left. Thus disorganised, neither side impressed and though 
Bain once hit the Borough bar and shot over from the 
rebound, there was very little danger that Borough would not 
finish fairly comfortable winners.

The outstanding player on the field, as was usual in matches 
between the two clubs, was Hodges, the 21-year-old Brush 
skipper, who kept a tight grip on the Borough leader Fred 
Slater, that only once did the centre-forward look like adding 
to his half-century of goals.

Borough got their first goal in the 40th minute. Foxing the 
Brush defence into thinking he was going to give the ball to 
Jessop, Molloy pushed it through in the inside-left position to 
Carrington. The latter rounded Bardsley, cut across the face 
of the Brush goal and then drove the ball into the net, well 
out of Lilley’s reach.

The second goal came in the 63rd minute. Put away by 
Molloy, James ran right through the Brush defence to net 
from close range.
Though not a particularly good game to watch, it was 
nevertheless a fitting climax to the best-ever Borough season. 

The last Nuneaton team to carry off the “double” was the old 
Town Club in 1931.

The Borough team with the Birmingham Senior Cup, immediately after 
the presentation.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

41 Years With One Firm
A well-known figure at 
Manor Park – he takes 
the money at the stand 
turnstile – Mr Dennis 
(Jim) Montgomery, of 59, 
Bracebridge Street, has 
been a keen supporter of 
the local football team  
since 1919.

He has been in the employ 
of Taylor Brothers, the 
Nuneaton bottling firm, for 
41 years. For 24 years he was 
a lorry driver for the firm, 
but, following an injury, he 

became boilerman. He was the firm’s night watchman for 
four years during the war.

Mr Montgomery was born at Ashby St. Ledgers, Northants. 
He is a bachelor. Before coming to Nuneaton in 1913 he 
was in the employ of a London firm of patent cement 
manufacturers and his work took him not only to almost 
every county in the country, but also to Ireland and the 
West Indies.

Before joining Taylor Brothers in 1915, he worked at 
the Grotto Laundry for a short period and for Nuneaton 
Corporation Parks Department for 18 months.

Mr Montgomery has followed the fortunes of Nuneaton Borough 
FC since its formation, and before that he had been a supporter 
of the old Nuneaton Town FC since the 1919-20 season.
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What Do We Have To Do To Bring 
Back The Crowds?
Asks Borough FC Chairman At Civic Reception

Borough players and officials with the two trophies. 
  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Mr Reg Carris, chairman of the “double” winning Nuneaton 
Borough FC, asked on Friday night: “We wonder what we 
have to do to draw the crowds we used to do?”

Speaking at the civic reception given by the Mayor of 
Nuneaton, Ald. R. Hadden, to the players on winning the 
championship of Division 1 of the Birmingham League and 
the Birmingham Senior Cup, Mr Carris expressed the concern 
of the Board of Directors at the poor gates during the season.

A new league, he said, was in the offing and Nuneaton 
Borough FC was interested in it. It would be a league worthy 
of the status of non-league clubs of the size of Nuneaton.

But more support at matches was needed if the public 
wanted a higher class of football.

In welcoming the players and directors, the Mayor said the 
club deserved civic recognition. It was 25 years ago since the 
“double” was achieved by the old Nuneaton Town club.

They were proud of the players, who, after a bad start to the 
season, retained their confidence and went on to achieve a 
wonderful feat.

Signal Honour
“You have done a great signal honour to the town because 
football is the national sport of England,” said Ald. Hadden. 
“You have carried the name of our town far and wide.”

They had played the game as it should be played. While they 
were at the top of the league all the other teams had only one 
aid in view – to knock them off. Practically all the team came 
from out of town. How they managed to do their training, he 
didn’t know.

The Mayor said he was “particularly thrilled” to know every 
player had turned up for the civic reception.

Proud Moment
In reply, Mr Carris, after thanking the Mayor for the reception, 
said it was a proud moment for him to be chairman of a club 
which had won the championship two years in succession 
plus the Senior Cup in the second year. He thought that 
was an achievement which would stand in the directors’ 
memories forever.

From the Board to the dressing rooms, there had been 
co-operation. “I say a big thank you to the boys who have 
done a really good job of work,” said Mr Carris.

Mr Arthur Corbett, captain of the team, thanked the directors 
for having shown faith in the players when at the beginning of 
the season things were not going too well.

Wonderful Team Spirit
He thanked the players for the wonderful team spirit they 
had shown all through. Mr J. Lenton JP, one of the directors, 
also believed their success had been due to a good team 
spirit. The better the team, the better Nuneaton had played. 
They had to go into better football. At the moment, it was like 
playing a game of patience in which they finished the game 
and won and had to do the same thing again.

Mr T. Oldroyd, Town Clerk, said the club was worthy of better 
attendances. Nuneaton was a growing, progressive town, 
and they would like the football of the town to follow the 
develolpment of the town.

He could not understand why the gates were so low with the 
quality of the football given spectators. He thought the public 
would like to see Nuneaton in a higher class league.

Ald. G. Comley, chairman of the Estates Committee of 
Nuneaton Borough Council, the owners of Manor Park, said 
efforts were to be made shortly to improve the ground.

‘New Town’ Of Camp Hill Nearly 
Completed
“Our ‘New Town’ of Camp Hill is now near completion. All the 
streets are constructed except for some final surfacings, and the 
last of the major building contracts are well in hand. In all 1,433 
houses are occupied and 159 are being built under contract.”

So said the Mayor, Coun. H. J. Deeming, in his speech 
following his election at the annual meeting of Nuneaton 
Borough Council on Wednesday.

“There are, of course, many things still to be done to make 
the estate complete and attractive,” he continued. “There 
are plots which we reserved for special building, many of 
which could now be filled. A big programme of landscaping 
work on the building areas and the open spaces will have 
to be tackled. The levelling and preparation of recreation 
areas should be tackled soon and we hope that we shall have 
increased co-operation from the people of the district in 
having a pleasant and tidy neighbourhood.
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“Some progress has been made on the 20 acres set aside for 
industry. It would be encouraging to see more progress made, 
because the site is an excellent one and we are always anxious 
to increase the number and variety of houses available...”

Season Review 1955-56
This Was Borough’s Best-Ever Season
Somebody once said the reason for Nuneaton Borough’s 
continued playing success was that the directors were never 
satisfied, no even with a winning side. They were never 
content to rest on their laurels. In support of this argument 
that “somebody” quoted the fact that after winning the 
Northern Section championship 12 months ago, the directors 
immediately set about improving the side and signed such 
players as Fred Slater, Carrington, Harvey and later Bill 
Molloy, all of whom, it may be added have played major 
parts in the winning this past season of the championship of 
Division 1 of the Birmingham League.

There’s something to be said for this argument and there can 
be no doubt, that even though the season just ended has 
been the most successful ever in the history of the Borough 
club – that is successful from the playing, as distinct from 
the financial, point of view – the Borough officials are even 
now nosing around for players whom they think will do even 
better than those who have so ably represented the club 
during the past nine months.

Consistency
The winning of the Birmingham League Division 1 
championship and the Birmingham Senior Cup was of course 
a notable performance and could be attributed to the team’s 
consistency rather than to its brilliance.

Quite a few times, of course, Borough played as well as any 
other team could have done; on other occasions they played 
equally badly – who will ever forget that shocking FA Cup 
display at Hereford? By and large, however, the team was 
neither brilliant nor poor; it was consistently workmanlike. 
And consistency wins championships. The past season 
proved that much.

After losing their two opening games, Borough went 12 
games without another defeat. Then on November 5, came 
the Hereford debacle, followed by defeat at Stourbridge and 
Brush’s 3-0 success at Manor Park on November 26. Then 
followed that long unbeaten run of 19 games which ended 
oddly enough at Brush.

Winning Lead
During that long unbeaten run, Borough established what 
was virtually a winning lead - a lead which stood them 
in good stead, when in the last few weeks both they and 
Banbury dropped vital points. Banbury indeed faded right 
out of the picture and in the end Stourbridge became 
Borough’s most dangerous rivals.

With two games to play, Borough needed two points to make 

certain of the championship and after not a few shocks in 
the match against Rugby Town, got the necessary points 
by virtue of their 3-0 win. Two more points from their final 
game at Whitwick enabled them to finish up three points 
ahead of Stourbridge.

Slater’s Worth
Now let us have a look at the players. It always takes eleven 
men to make a football team; and no one man man makes a 
side. Yet without Fred Slater, Borough would never have won 
the championship. Slater is one of those chaps who never 
win matches before they start; who never holds inquests 
afterwards. But when he got on the field he hustled and 
bustled for the whole 90 minutes with one thing uppermost 
in his mind – goals. 

Nobody would describe Fred as a stylist. Nor is he a clever 
ball player. But he has most of the other attributes; he is big, 
strong, has an uncanny sense of positional play, is a powerful 
shot and is particularly dangerous with his head.

He established two records during the season, by being the 
first Borough player to score a half-century of goals in one 
season, and by bagging eight goals against Bilston. The latter 
feat was an all-time record for a Nuneaton player.

Another player who had a notable part in the club’s success 
was Arthur Corbett, who took over the captaincy midway 
through the season when Tommy Hughes temporarily lost 
his place in the side. Both on and off the field Corbett proved 
the right man in the right place. He was prepared himself to 
go out and fight for 90 minutes and expected others to do 
likewise. Slackness he would not tolerate.

Topped Century But - 
Although Borough were the only side in the league to top the 
century mark in goals, nobody would pretend that the attack 
was entirely satisfactory. In the goalscoring department 
particularly, too much reliance was placed on two men – 
Slater and Carrington – who between them scored 72 of the 
124 goals.

Of course, Slater and Carrington did not get their goals 
unaided; their colleagues had a hand in many of them. For 
all that, however, there were weaknesses in the forward line. 
Biggest disappointment was Stan James, who, the season 
before, vied with Hughie Morrow for the honour of being the 
best right winger in the league. This past season he seldom 
reached the same heights through loss of ball control and the 
ability to cross the ball. His speed remained, but so often he 
lost the ball at the crucial moment. Let us hope he recaptures 
his best form next season.

On the opposite wing Bill Jessop completely lost faith in his 
shooting ability. Often when he should have cut inside and 
had a crack at goal, he stuck to his wing, reached the corner 
flag and then dillied and dallied until either he lost the ball or 
his colleagues in front of goal had been covered.
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Goalkeeping Blunders
In defence, too, Borough were not impregnable, and early in 
the season too many goals were presented to the opposition 
by goalkeeping blunders. We all know the reason Arthur 
Barber started off so shakily. Next came John Thornton. He 
had quite a few good games but by and large gave away far 
too many silly goals. That first-minute blunder in the FA Cup 
game at Hereford comes readily to mind.

Next came Bill Broadaway and let it be said right away that he 
did a good job of work at a time when the club was badly in 
need of a goalkeeper. Without being fussy, without being the 
least spectacular he did yeoman service and kept well during 
a long unbeaten run. Eventually he made a few mistakes 
which cost goals and at long last Arthur Barber was recalled. 
After that early bout of nerves at Banbury, Arthur proved that 
his long illness and absence from the game had in no way 
impaired his skill.

Struggling
Mid-season found Hughes and Snowball definitely struggling. 
The former lost his place for a shot period, Corbett moving 
to centre-half. He returned to the side and while doing better 
and putting on an occasional top-class show, Hughes scarcely 
lived up to the reputation he created the season before.

Mick Snowball, too, improved towards the end of the season, 
but wingers who could keep the ball close found no great 
difficulty in rounding the left-back. But one thing can always 
be said of Snowball – he was nothing if not a great trier and a 
first-class clubman.

Harvey was as good a right-back as there was in the league; 
Tommy Whitcroft did yeoman service but has slowed down 
quite a bit.

But whatever its faults and failings, the team as a team must 
have been an extremely useful one or otherwise there would 
have been no championship, no Senior Cup. The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating – and that being so the players have 
every reason to be satisfied, indeed more than satisfied with 
their achievements during the past season.

League Record
P38 W24 D8 L6 F109 A55 Pts 56

The team’s record in all games was:
P44 W29 D8 L7 F124 A65

The goalscorers were 
Slater  ...........................................................50
Carrington  ...................................................22
James  ..........................................................13
Holding .........................................................10
Jessop ............................................................8
Molloy  ............................................................8
Corbett ...........................................................4
Whitcroft.........................................................2

Morris .............................................................2
Opoonents .....................................................2
O’Connor ........................................................1
Turner  ............................................................1
Carter .............................................................1
Total ...........................................................124

Birmingham League Final Table 1955-1956 
 P W D L F A Pts
Nuneaton Borough 38 24  8  6 109  55 56
Stourbridge 38 24  5  9  85  48 53
Banbury Spencer 38 23  6  9  68  40 52
Lockheed 38 21  6 11  96  60 48
Burton 38 20  7 11  84  45 47
Brierley Hill Alliance 38 18  8 12  91  81 44
Brush Sports 38 20  4 14  58  56 44
Wolves “A” 38 17  5 16  69  60 39
Bedworth Town 38 15  8 15  71  60 38
Bromsgrove 38 14 10 14  74  67 38
Halesowen 38 15  6 17  75  76 36
Walsall Reserves 38 13  9 16  66  68 33
Shrewsbury Reserves 38 13  7 18  84  87 33
Rugby Town 38 12  9 17  72  83 33
Worcester Reserves 38 14  4 20  65  95 32
Whitwick Colliery 38 10 11 17  62  87 31
Hinckley Athletic 38 12  4 22  75  82 28
Bilston 38 10  8 20  53 100 28
Redditch 38  7 10 21  50 101 24
Lye Town 38  7  7 24  50 103 21

Borough FC Lost £1,600 On ‘Gates’
During the past season, despite having accomplished the 
“double” by winning the Birmingham League Division 1 
championship and the Birmingham Senior Cup, lost in the 
region of £1,600 on actual football.

This was due to a sharp decline in “gates.” The club hoped for 
a 4,000 average, but attendances averaged only about 2,000 – 
the smallest in the history of the club.

It is obvious that this state of affairs cannot go on much 
longer. The day of reckoning is bound to come – unless 
sufficient support from sources other than through the 
turnstiles is forthcoming ... or from a successful FA Cup run or 
transfer of a player.

It is likely that the club’s unenviable financial position was 
disclosed to members of the Supporters’ Club at their annual 
meeting last night.

We also understand that at a presentation dinner which is 
to be given by the club to the players on Friday, June 22, 
cheques will be presented to Arthur Barber and Tommy 
Whitcroft, in recognition of their long service to the club.
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Former Footballer
Mr Joseph Aucott, of 23, Bath 
Road, Nuneaton, has been 
maintenance engineer at Nuneaton 
Corporation’s St Mary’s Road depot 
for 32 years. In the early part of the 
century he was a well-known local 
footballer, and played for Nuneaton 
Town during the 1906-07 season 
when they won the championship 
of the Birmingham Junior League.

This was in the days when the club played on a ground off 
Queen’s Road, nearly opposite Mount Street.

Mr Aucott began his football career with Nuneaton Albion 
in the Coventry and North Warwickshire League; and then 
played for St Mary’s Bible Class League team. He played 
right-back for the old Town club, partnered either by Benny 
Moore or Leslie Hale. Tommy Hilditch was in goal, Billy Ball at 
centre-half, and Mac Harper at right-half.

A Nuneaton man, Mr Aucott was apprenticed for seven years 
to Thomas Kershaw as an engineer and mechanic at Coton 
foundry. He later worked at Nuneaton Engineering Works and 
as engineer at Stanley’s pit and Whittleford, before taking his 
present job with the Corporarion.

He has two daughters – Mrs Marjorie Benn and Mrs Winifred 
Irene Ball, and one grandaughter, Miss Janet Benn.
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Hereford United — 4th Qualifying 
Round
Nuneaton travelled to Edgar Street, 
home of Hereford United, for a 4th 
Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Hereford: Sewell; Layton and Chilvers; Lloyd, 
Priddy and Simpson; Bowen, Mountford, 
Thompson, Thomson and Anslow.

Borough: J. Thornton; E. Thornton and 
Snowball; Corbett, Hughes and Harvey; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Holding and 
Jessop.

Borough took a real hiding in this 
match. Its severity may best be judged 
from the fact that the home side, apart 
from getting eight goals, had another 
goal disallowed, hit the bar twice, 
missed a couple of penalty kicks – and 
then netted Borough’s consolation goal 
in the dying stages of the game.

Neither the Borough players nor their 
1,500 followers will forget this game 
in a hurry. It was a truly shattering 
defeat –  one that left the whole 
crowd dumbfounded, even the home 
supporters, for not one of them 
expected anything other than a dour, 
close struggle for the right to enter the 
first round proper of the competition.

It was Guy Fawkes Day and Borough 
were blown sky high, in a game, which 
from the Borough point of view was 
little more than a damp squib.

Borough got off to a disastrous 
start and never recovered; indeed 
progressively deteriorated, until a 
marked Hereford easing off in the last 
quarter of an hour of the game enabled 
them to subject the home goal to a 
certain amount of pressure. But by that 
time nothing that Borough could do 
really mattered.

Indeed to all intents and purposes 
Hereford had booked their passage 
into the next round almost before 
Borough knew where they were, for 
after only 25 minute play the home side 
had a comfortable 3-0 lead. Two more 
goals before half-time put Borough 
right out of the game. 

Hereford’s first minute goal settled the 

issue. It gave the home side just the 
tonic they probably needed after two 
successive Southern League defeats, 
whereas it appeared to knock all the 
heart out of the Borough.

And it was a goal which should 
never have been scored. First Eddie 
Thornton failed to clear; then Corbett 
in attempting to kick away, crashed 
his clearance against inside-left 
Thomson, who slipped the ball out 
to his wing partner Anslow. The latter 
swung the ball high towards goal. 
John Thornton at the near end of the 
goal, had to move backwards as the 
ball sailed towards the angle at the far 
end. Instead of catching the ball the 
goalkeeper punched at it but missed 
and the ball carried on into the net.

That shock happened before most of 
the Borough players had touched the 
ball and it had a most depressing  
effect on the whole team, especially 
on the defence which just folded up. 
It has been suspect some time now. 
On this occasion it was found guilty, 
well and truly.

When Thompson enabled George 
Mountford, former Stoke player, to 
score a second goal in the eleventh 
minute it was quite obvious that this 
was going to be Borough’s one and 
only FA Cup engagement of the season, 
for the Hereford forwards found holes 
almost as big as a field in a defence 
which panicked right, left and centre.

Its marking was atrocious. For instance, 
when left-back, Chilvers banged a long 
clearance downfield the ball found 
veteran Charlie Thompson, former 
Sheffield United player, in a completely 
unmarked position. All he had to do 
to put his side three up was to run 
forward and pick his spot in the net.

A few minutes later Harvey handled 
in the penalty area. Thornton saved 
Lloyd’s ill-placed spot kick. At 30 
minutes Anslow received a pass quite 
unmarked, cut in and  than cross the 
ball for Mountford to head a fourth goal.

Ten minutes later another mistake let 

in Hereford for their fifth goal. John 
Thornton came out of goal to collect 
a dropping ball. It bounced too high 
for him and as he was harassed by 
Thompson, the ball ran to Mountford 
who placed it into an empty net.

It was typical of the panic which had 
seized the Borough defence when 
Harvey conceded a second penalty 
kick, this time for deliberately and 
quite unnecessarily, using his hands. 
Mountford’s shot went wide.

The second-half was very much a 
repetition of the first, with Hereford 
doing almost as they pleased. They 
got three more goals through Anslow, 
Thompson and Mountford, while Priddy 
turned a Jessop centre into his own net.

The Borough defence must take 
practically the whole of the blame for 
this crushing defeat, for the forwards 
never really had a chance. The support 
they received from behind was almost 
negligible, as wing-halves Corbett and 
Harvey were kept on the defensive 
throughout, helping out the full-backs 
and skipper Tommy Hughes, who were 
all outplayed.

Outside-right Bowen ran rings round 
Mick Snowball, but Harvey played 
too far inside and was sometimes 
caught out on the opposite side of the 
field –  and was seldom at grips with 
Mountford, who always had plenty 
of time and space in which to think 
and plan his moves. The right-wing 
pair played havoc with the Borough 
defence.

Though he made that vital first minute 
mistake and was again at fault when 
Hereford got their fifth goal, John 
Thornton was nevertheless Borough’s 
best defender, for he not only saved 
the first penalty kick, but also made 
several excellent saves.

Practically isolated from the rest of the 
team, the forwards had to make the 
best of a bad job. Their chances were 
few and far between; indeed there 
were only two good shots, one by Fred 
Slater and the other by Stan James.
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Birmingham League Division 1: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1955-56   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.20 Walsall Reserves H L 2-7 Whitcroft, Jessop
08.22 Worcester City Res A L 3-4 Slater (2), Morris
08.27 Bedworth Town   A L 1-1 Slater
08.29 Worcester City Res H L 3-1 Carrington (2), Slater 
09.03 Wolves “A” A L 4-0 Holding, James, Carrington, Slater 
09.10 Hinckley Athletic A L 1-0 Jessop (pen) 3791
09.12 Cradley Heath A BSC1 3-1 O`Connor, Turner, James
09.17 Halesowen Town A L 2-1 Holding, Jessop
09.24 Redditch H L 7-1 Slater (3), Holding (2), Carrington, James 3161
10.01 Brierley Hill Alliance H BSC2 3-1 Morris, Holding, Slater 3561
10.08 Brierley Hill Alliance A L 4-1 Holding (2), Carrington, Slater
10.15 Lockheed H L 8-2 Slater (3), James (2), Carrington, Jessop, Kelly (o.g.)
10.22 Bilston A L 1-1 Slater
10.29 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 3-2 James (2), Slater 3104
11.05 Hereford United A FAC4Q 1-8 Priddy (o.g.)
11.12 Rugby Town H BSC3 5-0 Slater (5)  3285
11.19 Stourbridge A L 0-2
11.26 Brush Sports H L 0-3
12.03 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 2-1 Holding, Slater
12.10 Banbury Spencer H L 0-0  2417
12.17 Walsall Reserves A L 2-1 James, Slater
12.24 Bedworth Town   H L 3-0 Carrington, Corbett, Whitcroft 2611
12.26 Shrwesbury Town Res H L 3-3 Jessop, Carrington, Corbett 
12.27 Shrewsbury Town Res A L 3-2 Slater, Carrington, Molloy
12.31 Wolves “A” H L 4-1 Slater (2), Jessop,Molloy
01.07 Redditch A L 5-3 Jessop, Carrington, James, Slater, Molloy
01.14 Lye Town A L 5-1 Slater (4), Carrington
01.21 Halesowen Town H L 4-2 Carrington, Slater, Corbett, Molloy
01.28 Lockheed A L 2-0 Slater, Carrington
02.11 Lye Town H L 5-2 Slater (2), Carrington (2), Molloy 
02.18 Brierley Hill Alliance H L 4-1 Slater (2), Carrington, James 1822
03.03 Stourbridge H L 1-1 Slater 2642
03.17 Hinckley Athletic H L 3-1 Slater (2), Carrington 3216
03.24 Rugby Town A L 2-2 Carrington (2)
03.30 Burton Albion A L 0-0  3852
03.31 Whitwick Colliery H L 1-1 Holding
04.02 Burton Albion H L 2-0 Carrington, Holding 4000+
04.07 Brush Sports A L 1-2 Corbett
04.14 Bilston H L 11-1 Slater (8), Carrington, Molloy, James
04.21 Banbury Spencer A L 1-2 Slater
04.23 Gresley Rovers H BSC SF 1-0 Slater
04.28 Birmingham City “A” H F 1-0 Whitcroft
04.30 Rugby Town H L 3-0 Slater (2), Molloy
05.03 Whitwick Colliery A L 3-2 Molloy, Carter, James
05.12 Brush Sports Sheepy Road BSC F 2-0 Carrington, James 2629

KEY:   L = Birmingham League Division 1,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup, 
F = Friendly (Tommy Whitcroft Testimonal Game)
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Supporters’ Club AGM
Donation Made After Hearing Of Season’s Loss
After hearing that the parent club had made a loss of £1,647 
on the season’s working, members of Nuneaton Borough FC 
Supporters’ Club, at their annual meeting, decided to 
make a donation of £300 to assist in the preparations for the 
new season.

Before agreeing to the amount of the donation, members 
asked of two of the directors what were the chances of 
getting out of the Birmingham League into League football.

Mr F. J. Perry, vice-chairman of the directors, replied there 
was no chance of getting into the English League for the 
1957-58 season. Burton and Nuneaton, he said, were trying to 
foster a new league in the Midlands, and were having another 
meeting shortly with some of the clubs turned down from the 
English League.

Things Could Be “Sticky”
Another director, Mr J. Lenton, said if they were to get into 
better class football they had to build up some funds. “If we 
have another season like last, things are going to be a bit 
sticky,” he said.

Mr J. Roberts thought that one of the reasons why “gates” 
were down was because people were dissatisfied with the 
present type of football in the town.

Mr Lenton said the big factor being overlooked was that 
the club had to keep a winning team in the present class of 
football, and to do that they needed finance.

At the beginning of the season they had to carry big 
expenditure. New players had to be signed and they had to 
carry a lot of them until the team had settled down.

£200 “Try-Out”
That would cost the club anything up to £200 for the “try-
out.” Mr P. Osborne, secretary of the parent club, added 
that the insurance for the players before the season started 
would be £200. That was on top of their expenses in running 
the trial matches.

Members of the Supporters’ Club asked about the possibility 
of Borough FC running an “A” team. “We would finance it,” 
they promised. Mr Lenton commented their reserve team lost 
them an average of £30 a week last season. He didn’t think an 
“A” team would be of any use to them.

“The most important thing is finance for the first team if we 
are going to do any good,” he declared. “I fear to think what is 
going to happen if we don’t have a winning team.”

Chairman’ Confidence
Mr W. H. Sutton (chairman) said the general trend from the 
discussion seemed to be that the urgent need was to build 
up for the coming season, and not to look two or three 
season’s ahead.

He confidently expected the Supporters’ Club would make a 
profit of £1,000 between now and the next annual meeting.

Mr T. Aucott (vice-chairman) proposed the Supporters’ Club 
made a donation of £100 to the parent club at the opening of 
the new season. There was no seconder to his proposition.

In his capacity as a vice-president of the Supporters’ Club, Mr 
Lenton proposed the donation be £300, and this was finally 
agreed after more proposals and amendments had been put 
by the members.

The cheque will be presented at Borough FC’s presentation 
dinner on June 22.

Balance Sheet
At the outset of the meeting, the Supporters’ Club balance 
sheet for the year had been presented. It showed a donation 
of £213 had been made to the parent club. Profit on the year 
had been £365, giving them cash in hand of £533.

Mr Sutton said in its four years working the Supporters’ Club 
had helped the parent club to the tune of £1,633, and it had 
given donations of £317 to other causes.

Mr Sutton and Mr W. Love were re-elected chairman and 
secretary respectively.

Waning Interest In Football
Although attendances last season fell by nearly a million 
– 33,150,809 people paid for admission against 34,133,103 
the previous season – the Football League is doing little or 
nothing to stop the rot.

It was confidently expected, as a means of arresting the waning 
interest among soccer followers, that a Fourth Division of the 
Football League would be formed at the annual meeting on 
Saturday. But no. The proposal was defeated.

And those non-League clubs who applied for admission, 
including Peterborough, once again got short shrift, the 
bottom two clubs in both the Northern and Southern 
sections of the League being re-elected.

Someone once said that the chances of better football for 
non-League clubs would not materialise until they were 
“pinched” financially. Too many clubs, he said, were now 
living on the proceeds of the football pools and did not have 
to rely upon “gates.”

It certainly does seem that teams like Nuneaton Borough 
will not get into better company until all clubs, once again, 
have to depend on “gates” – and “gates” alone. While clubs 
are receiving money “on the cheap” as distinct from earning 
it through the turnstiles, so long will they be content to 
provide the kind of football the paying spectator simply 
will not tolerate. Football pools have saved many clubs 
from extinction; they have also removed the healthy, virile 
competition that once made clubs self-supporting. Which is a 
bad thing in general.
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Presentation Dinner: June 22 1956

Mr J. F. L. Lenton (director) presents Tommy Whitcroft and Arthur Barber 
with their benefit cheques.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Speaking at the Nuneaton Borough FC Presentation Dinner at 
the Masonic Hall on Friday night, Mr V. T. Grantham, chairman 
of Burton Albion, said the Birmingham and District League 
was no longer the progressive league it was a few years ago.

“We at Burton Albion feel the time is ripe to start a stronger 
league in the Midlands and we are pleased indeed that 
Nuneaton Borough is one of the clubs who have joined us in 
this project,” he said. “You can take it for granted something will 
be done before the commencement of the season after this.”

It had been said Burton were the rebels of the Birmingham 
League. He believed the League wanted a lot of rebels, 
because as most of them knew it had deteriorated during the 
past two years.

Keenest Rivals
Mr Grantham described Burton Albion as one of Borough’s 
keenest rivals in non-League football in the Midlands, but he 
said they had always been the closest of friends, even in the 
days of the old Burton Town team.

Speaking of Borough’s loss on last season, he said at Burton 
they had been “in the red” many times.

They had not the ground or the accommodation at Burton as 
they had at Nuneaton. Their present ground did not belong to 
them, and they were putting their money away until the time 
they owned their own ground.

Their Supporters’ Club had given them £1,500 during the 
season, and had another £1,500 in reserve for when the 
ground was purchased. “While we are a small club, we are 
financially sound at the moment,” he said.

Again Exempt
Mr Grantham was responding to the toast “Our Guests,” 
which was proposed by Mr F. J. Perry, vice-chairman of 
Borough FC, who in his remarks mentioned that Borough had 

again been exempt until the fourth qualifying round of the FA 
Cup next season.

The Mayor, Coun. H. J. Deeming, who proposed the toast, 
“Nuneaton Borough FC Ltd,” said it was an outstanding 
year in the club’s history as winners of Division 1 of the 
Birmingham League and the Birmingham Senior Cup.

During its existence, the club’s fortunes had fluctuated, but 
a determined management and a true team spirit had won 
them through on that occasion.

Question Of Gates
Regarding the club’s loss last season, Coun. Deeming said he 
hoped some means would be devised by the Board, who he was 
sure, were astute business men, to get the club “out of the red.”

The club these last few years have done a great deal to make 
the name of Nuneaton better known throughout the country. 
It was his sincere wish that future years would bring the club 
greater fame and glory.

Red-Letter Day
Replying, Mr Reg Carris (chairman of Nuneaton Borough) said 
it was a red-letter day in the history of the club to have won 
the “double.”

He thanked the players, groundsmen and their secretary, Mr 
P. Osborne, for their efforts during the season.

The club had lost £1,780 this year of which £1,080 was due to 
depreciation of “gates.”

The Deputy Mayor, Ald. R. Hadden, presented the awards to 
the players and to Mr Osborne.

In presenting benefit cheques to two of the players, Arthur 
Barber and Tommy Whitcroft, Mr J. F. L. Lenton (director) 
said Tommy had been asked on many occasions to fill every 
position on the field, but he had never grumbled. Both he and 
Arthur were good clubmen.

In presenting a cheque of £300 to the parent club, Mr W. 
Sutton, chairman of the Supporters’ Club said after hearing 
Burton Supporters’ Club figures he was a little ashamed 
of the smallness of the amount, but then again with that 
donation and a donation of £200 given in December, it 
represented £33 per head of the working committee.

Profits from the bar went towards the costs of dinner.

Borough FC Signings
Nuneaton Borough FC announced their re-signings and new 
signings yesterday afternoon.

Ten of the players who helped the club win the Birmingham 
League Division 1 championship and Senior Cup have 
re-signed. They are: A. Barber, J. Harvey, M. Snowball, 
A. Corbett, T. Hughes, T. Whitcroft, S. James, L. Carrington, 
F. Slater, W. Jessop.

W. Molloy has been offered terms but has not yet re-signed. 
R. Gaylor who last season assisted the club as an amateur 
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has signed professional forms for the club. Of last season’s 
reserve team, the following has re-signed: K. Barratt, 
T. Bassett, B. Palmer, A. Wright, R. Carter, R. Bickham, 
J. Harris, B. Castle, M. Baker, W. Bland.

New Signings
Geoff Wright: Inside-left who returns to the club after two 
season’s absence. Was a member of the successful team in 
the FA Cup two years ago.
Steve Wheatley: Aged 26. A versatile player equally at home 
on either wing. Was a member of the successful Boston 
United team last season. Had 21/2 seasons with Derby County 
before joining Boston United.
Chris Conroy: Aged 22. Outside or inside-right. An Irish 
junior international. Has assisted the well-known Irish team 
Shamrock Rovers for the past two years. He recently came to 
reside in the district.
Keith Edwards: Aged 18. Goalkeeper. Has been strongly 
recommended. Hails from Arley and is a relative of England 
international Duncan Edwards.
John Lawrence: Aged 18. Local product. Represented both 
junior and senior Bible Class league teams last season at 
outside left.
Clive Bentley: Centre-half. Played for the successful 
Featherstone Cup winners last season.
Wilf Hunter: Left-half. Also represented Bible Class league 
team last season.
Gordon Henderson: a local goalkeeper.
Brian Pegg: Centre-forward. Comes from Leicester.

Negotiations which have been going on for some time are 
expected to be satisfactorily concluded in the near future 
when the players’ contracts with previous clubs expire.

Training will commence at Manor Park during the middle of 
July and will continue until the start of the season on August 
18 with a break during the holiday period.

Practice matches both private and public are to be held 
and local players desirous of a trial are asked to send full 
particulars, etc., as early as possible to Mr E. Freimanis, 31 
Riversley Road, Nuneaton, or to the hon. Secretary, Mr P. 
Osborne, “Bavos,” Newtown Road, Nuneaton

Training for the coming season commenced at Manor Park this week. 
Picture shows some of the players doing exercises under the direction of 
trainer Dave Lapworth.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Borough Signings: August 1956
Nuneaton Borough FC have secured the signature of Robert 
Weakes, an inside-forward or half-back, who played for 
Hereford United last season. He is 5ft. 91/2ins. tall and weighs 
12 stone.

Earlier in the day the club reported having signed Peter 
Reeves, aged 24, a defender, who last season played for 
Grantham in the Midland League. Prior to going to Grantham 
he was with Leicester City for three seasons. He is 5ft. 10ins. 
tall and weighs 12 stone 2lbs.

Borough players who took part in the trial match at Manor Park on 
Monday evening.  Photo: Nuneaton Observer

1956-57

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 18-08-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Stevens; Corbett, Gaylor and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Wright and Wheatley.
Stourbridge: Parton; Nuell and Mack; Hulston, Russon and Hughes; 
Page, Allsopp, Cook, D. Stevens and Jones.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division match.

A goal by Stan James in the closing stages of the game 
gave Borough a splended start to the new season and two 
of the most useful points they are likely to gain in the hard 
campaign ahead.

It was a workmanlike rather than brilliant performance 
on Borough’s part, and while at times their play fell below 
the standard expected, it would be hard, and wrong, to 
criticise unduly the victors of such a good all-round side as 
Stourbridge. Obviously, and not unnaturally at such an early 
stage, Borough needed more time in which to settle down.

The”Glassboys,” who always provide formidable opposition, 
made Borough fight every inch of the way. Indeed, they 
looked like saving a point as with the minutes ticking away 
they staved off everything Borough, assisted by the wind, 
could offer.

Then, with only seven minutes to go, Slater, receiving the ball 
on the left side of the penalty box, neatly rounded his man 
near the by-line. After drawing the keeper to the near post, he 
slipped the ball across the face of the goal to James, who had 
the easiest of jobs in tapping the ball into the untenanted net.
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Borough owed much to Barber, whose brilliance in goal, 
saved his side time and time again, particularly in the first-
half, when Stourbridge with the advantage of the wind, tried 
desperately for the lead. Borough by no means played second 
fiddle in the first-half and had an equal share of the play, but 
many of their attacks broke down due to inaccurate passing.

The home side improved considerably after the break and 
found new rhythm and greater urgency. A better and stronger 
link forged between wing-halves Corbett and Whitcroft and 
the attack put them well on top. From the best move of the 
match Wright chipped the ball between the right full-back 
and wing-half to Wheatley, who nipped in and centred 
smartly. Slater and Carrington fell over each other in their 
eagerness to put the ball into the net.

Before and after Borough’s goal Stourbridge were always in 
the game. In a number of lightning raids, they beat everyone 
but the invincible Barber. Apart from Barber, there were no 
other stars in the Borough side, although Ron Gaylor did 
everything expected of him. On the left-wing, new boy, Steve 
Wheatley fell perhaps a little short of expectations after 
his brilliance in the trial matches. Nevertheless, he played 
a useful game spoiled only by his tendency to overdo his 
trickery and find himself robbed.

 Brush Sports v Nuneaton Borough 20-08-1956 
Brush: Church; Robinson and McArthur; Aston, Hodges and Wands; 
Hardy, Bain, Kennedy, Turner and Longworth.
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Stevens; Corbett, Gaylor and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Wright and Wheatley.

Borough journeyed to Loughborough on Monday night for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game against Brush Sports.

In a second-half packed with incident, Borough dominated 
the exchanges. Even the usual imperturbable Hodges, the 
Brush centre-half, showed occasional signs of cracking, but it 
was simply not Borough’s day. On leaving the field, Church, 
the Brush goalkeeper, received a warm ovation from the 
home crowd. It was well deserved too, for this 17-year-old 
amateur player had made many splendid saves.

Borough’s shooting was not everything it could have been 
and on one occasion Carrington, with the goal empty, shot 
weakly towards the net only to see Church scramble back and 
grab the ball on the line. On another occasion, McArthur, the 
Brush full-back, scrambled the ball away from the goal when 
a better directed shot from Wright would have done the trick. 
Slater blazed narrowly wide with the goalkeeper out, from a 
chance that he would have scored from 99 times out of 100.

The goals came while Ron Gaylor was absent, having been 
injured twice with a blow on the nose and a deep cut above 
the eye. He had to leave the field on both occasions, but 
came back to put on a courageous show, which must have 
inspired his team mates.

Brush’s first goal was a 30 yard ground shot from left-half 

Wands, which left Barber well beaten. The Borough keeper, 
with the sun in his eyes, appeared to have the ball well 
covered, when it suddenly swerved off course and skidded 
past the body of the astonished Barber.

The other two goals – the last seven minutes from the end 
after a period of sustained Borough pressure – came from 
unstoppable shots. The scorers were Turner and Hardy.

Full backs Harvey and Stevens had no more than fair games, 
while Corbett and Whitcroft, as usual, worked untiringly to 
pull the game round. Carrington was still slow and below his 
best. Wright tried hard without much success and Slater got 
little change out of Hodges.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 25-08-1956 
Bedworth: Broadaway; Palmer and Mason; Spacey, Owen and Tallis; 
Lewis, Cook, Thomas, Molloy and Morris.
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Gaylor and Whitcroft; 
James, Wheatley, Slater, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Oval to take on Bedworth 
Town in a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Bedworth deserved their first success of the season for the 
simple reason that although they did not play nearly so well 
as might be expected, at least they had some idea where the 
net lay. Borough hadn’t the slightest notion.

For more than half the game Borough played the better 
football without ever really looking like a side capable of 
getting goals. Twice in the first-half Fred Slater failed with 
only Bill Broadaway to beat. On the whole Bedworth were 
lucky to be on level pegging at the half-way stage, although 
Lewis and Spacey had shots bang on target that were well 
saved by Barber, whereas Broadaway didn’t have a save to 
make in the first-half.

Ten minutes after the break came the incident which knocked 
all the stuffing out of the Borough. Wright sent through by 
Wheatley, closed in on Broadaway only to be up-ended by 
centre-half Trefor Owen a few yards from goal. Bill Jessop was 
entrusted with the spot kick and shot straight at Broadaway, 
who saved without much trouble. Jessop’s failure had a most 
depressing effect on a side which badly needed a goal. The 
team lost all its poise afterwards and resorted to the suicidal 
policy of keeping the ball close on a surface made treacherous 
by the heavy rain. It was a real let-off for Bedworth and from 
that point Bedworth were the better side.

They launched a number of determined raids on the Borough 
goal and in the 63rd minute, forced a corner on the right. 
Lewis lifted the ball in front of goal. Barber caught the ball, 
then dropped it and Thomas, right on the spot, had no 
trouble in prodding the ball into the net. Bedworth clinched 
the issue towards the end when Morris, who had troubled 
Harvey throughout, waltzed his way through and then 
pushed the ball ahead to Thomas who, unmarked, shot hard 
into the net.
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Fred Slater badly needs a goal to put him on the goalscoring 
track. What a pity he was not entrusted with the penalty. He 
missed quite a few reasonably good scoring chances and in 
the dying minutes completely failed to connect with the ball 
when a mere touch would have meant a certain goal.

Morris was perhaps their best forward and the brains behind 
most of their moves. Lewis also did well on the opposite 
wing. Owen had a moderate first-half but played much 
better afterwards, thanks largely to the Borough forwards’ 
persistence in keeping the ball close and so often in the 
middle. This was quite an interesting game played in the 
worst possible conditions and Bedworth were materially 
helped to their success by Borough.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brush Sports 27-08-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Gaylor and Whitcroft; 
James, Wheatley, Slater, Wright and Jessop.
Brush: Church; Robinson and McArthur; Bain, Hodges and Holland; 
Hardy, Lockwood, Milling, Smith and Longworth.

Borough welcomed Brush Sports to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

It was a good thing that Borough were not relying on a 
solitary Wright goal scored three minutes after the start. Had 
they been, then they would have suffered a great fright, for in 
the last minute of the game, Brush were awarded a penalty.

It was difficult to appreciate the reason for the penalty, but 
it was later clarified as being against Gaylor for a foul on a 
Brush player. As it was the penalty came too late to affect the 
result and in any case centre-half Hodges made a hash of the 
kick, turning the ball tamely wide of the far upright. Borough 
well deserved their victory, but how they had to toil and 
sweat to achieve success.

Brush generally provide formidable opposition and only being 
a goal down until late in the game were always in the hunt on 
this occasion. Quite a few times they went perilously close to 
equalising before a late Jessop effort sealed their fate.

Yet, hard though Brush played, Borough really ought to have 
won by a comfortable margin, for some very easy scoring 
chances went their way. It was not always bad finishing that 
prevented Borough building up a winning lead, for luck was 
on Brush’s side quite a few times. 

For instance, Fred Slater had what seemed a perfectly good 
goal disallowed for offside, for he went by the centre-half 
Hodges to head through a right wing cross. Then Geoff 
Wright, put through by Slater, placed the ball well out of 
goalkeeper Church’s reach only to see it swerve and pass 
just outside the far post. A full-back headed off the line 
from Slater with the goalkeeper again well beaten. On other 
occasions Borough were not impressive in front of goal, and 
Slater is desperately trying to recover his form of last season 
without much success so far.

Wright opened Borough’s account after three minutes’ 

play. Slater was unable to properly collect a James’ cross 
and the ball passed from the centre-forward to the inside-
left, who shot into the roof of the Brush net. Jessop got the 
second goal ten minutes from the end when he hit a James’ 
centre first-time, the ball struck the post and then touched 
goalkeeper Church before entering the net.

 Worcester City Res. v Nuneaton Borough 01-09-1956 
Worcester: Jeynes; Parfitt and Challis; Ingles, Lawrie and Scrine; 
Grieves, McClelland, Knowles, Shurmer and Rettallic.
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Gaylor and Whitcroft; 
James, Wheatley, Slater, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to play Worcester City Reserves in 
a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

This was a shockingly poor Borough performance. The way 
Borough have played so far this season they could well 
be candidates for relegation and certainly not for a third 
successive championship.

Set to kick uphill against a strong wind in the first-half, 
Borough were literally outplayed by a team which did little 
more than hit the ball hard downfield and chase it. Corbett 
and his men seemed to have no answer whatsoever to these 
tactics and but for some brilliant saves by Arthur Barber, the 
Worcester score at half-time could easily have been doubled.

Worcester went ahead in the tenth minute, when Grieves, 
accepting a pass from Corbett, which had gone astray, raced 
down the right wing and then crossed the ball for Rettallic, who 
had moved into the middle to beat Barber from close range.

Slater failed with an open goal in front of him just after 
Worcester’s opener. His miss was inexplicable. A bad 
back-pass placed goalkeeper Jeynes in extreme difficulty. 
Challenged by Slater, the goalkeeper lost the ball and the 
centre-forward tried to side-foot the ball into a yawning, 
unguarded net, but it rolled all the way across the face of the 
goal and ran out of play.

Instead of the score being 1-1, Worcester were leading 2-0 
a minute later when Gaylor and Harvey faltered and let 
in Rettallic, who took advantage of an easy chance. Ten 
minutes before half-time Worcester got their third goal when, 
following a free-kick, Knowles headed the ball to McClelland, 
who shot hard into the roof of the net.

Borough’s first goal came 15 minutes after half-time when 
Jessop secured a ball near the dead ball line, turned round, 
and with his right foot, swung the ball towards goal. Jeynes 
misjudged the flight of the ball which passed over his head 
and swung with the wind into the far corner of the net.
Borough got a second goal after 65 minutes when Slater 
headed through a Corbett free-kick to make the score 3-2.

It seemed Borough might get away with a draw at the very 
least. Twice in quick succession the Worcester goal escaped 
before the Worcester left-winger Rettallic, who had been 
giving Harvey the run-around, literally mowed down and 
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trampled on the full-back near the half-way line. It was harsh 
treatment and warranted a word from the referee, but he was 
allowed to carry on. There was no-one between the outside 
left and Arthur Barber. Rettallic cut in and Gaylor had no 
option but to go across to meet him. As he did so the winger 
slipped the ball to centre-forward Knowles, in an unmarked 
position, and as Barber went out to meet him the Worcester 
leader shot into the empty net. Snowball being just too late 
to prevent the ball crossing the line.

This snap goal ten minutes from the end was Borough’s 
death-knell. It finished them once and for all, and it was no 
surprise at all when three minutes from the end Rettallic cut 
right through on his own to register Worcester’s fifth goal with 
a fast cross-shot. From whatever angle this game was judged, 
it was a very poor show indeed by the Borough. The team 
is just not good enough. To be beaten so decisively by the 
Reserve team of a Southern League side is hardly a feather in 
Borough’s cap and bodes ill for the future.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 08-09-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Wright and Wheatley.
Wolves A: Sidebottom; Beavon and Greaves; Thompson, Timmins and 
Clark; Evans, Swinbourne, Bonson, Mason and Walkley.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 game.

There was more than just a glimmer of hope about Borough’s 
performance against a very strong Wolves’ side which 
included Roy Swinbourne. Indeed, if they can keep up this 
form, the gloom which has hung over Manor Park this season 
will very soon lift.

Early on Peter Reeves let Bonson, the Wolves’ centre-forward, 
know that he would have to work hard for his living, while 
“Major” Carrington and Steve Wheatley gave the attack a 
much more workmanlike look. The Wolves’ defence was 
soon in trouble and it came as no real surprise when 
Borough took the lead after 11 minutes. For a time after this 
goal the visitors were literally penned in – and their goal 
had a charmed life. First a Slater effort struck goalkeeper 
Sidebottom in the face; then the goalkeeper saved at full 
length from Wheatley.

Borough’s first goal came about when Wheatley received the 
ball on the left-wing, came inside and crossed a low centre 
right to the feet of Slater, who gave Sidebottom no chance 
with a low drive. Wolves drew level through Walkley, who 
scored following a break-away down the right-wing. The ball 
was slipped across to the unmarked left-winger whose shot 
rolled across the line at the far post.

Borough went ahead again in the 34th minute when 
from a James corner kick, Slater headed the ball down to 
Carrington who prodded it into the net. Just over a minute 
later Carrington sent Wright clean through to score with 
ease. At 78 minutes James made ground on the right and 

crossed perfectly for Slater to shoot into the net well out 
of Sidebottom’s reach. Three minutes from the end after 
Wheatley had planted the ball bang in front of goal, James 
made it 5-1.

On the whole the Wolves were lucky to escape with only 
five goals against them. It might have been ten. That is no 
exaggeration. Take for instance Fred Slater’s experience. Not 
only did he score a couple of goals; he missed two sitters and 
on four occasions put the ball against the woodwork of the 
Wolverhampton goal. Yes, the young Wolves were lucky to get 
away so lightly.

 Shrewsbury Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 15-09-1956 
Shrewsbury: Curran; Griffiths and Stephen; McNab, Davies and Butler; 
Harley, Walker, Webb, Russell and C. Jones.
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Wright and Wheatley.

Borough travelled to the Gay Meadow to play Shrewsbury 
Town Reserves in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

This game was the subject of two decisions by the referee 
that turned the game on its head. A particularly fine Borough 
goal was disallowed, while a palpable Shrewsbury offside 
goal was allowed to stand.

Shrewsbury’s opening goal six minutes after the start came 
from a right-wing move. As the ball was brought through, the 
Borough defence was dragged across and when eventually 
Harley crossed the ball an unmarked Walker had little difficulty 
in slipping the ball into the net well out of Barber’s reach.

When Webb got Shrewbury’s second goal 16 minutes from 
the start, even Shrewsbury’s own supporters blinked. Some 
indeed though it was funny, but not so the Borough lads. 
Before the ball was kicked high into the air down the middle, 
the Borough defence had moved up leaving Webb standing 
at least six yards offside. When the ball reached him, Webb 
hesitated momentarily, obviously expecting the whistle, 
which did not sound. He then moved in and drove the ball 
into the net.

Then the balloon really went up. Five minutes before half-
time a move started deep in Borough territory. A whole series 
of delightful passes carried the ball right to the other end 
of the field. When Wright finally accepted a Wheatley pass, 
he crossed the ball into the middle and running in about 
12 yards Slater really hammered the ball into the net with a 
first-timer. As the ball entered the net, the referee’s whistle 
sounded as Slater was given offside. Tempers became frayed 
and Corbett had his name taken and even the usually placid 
Fred Slater was spoken to by the referee.

After the break Shrewsbury’s defence had hardly a moment’s 
respite. Time after time it seemed Borough must score; 
time after time the chances went begging through rank bad 
finishing or through lack of “devil” near goal.

Ten minutes from the end Borough’s persistency was 
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rewarded. James was sent away down the right by Corbett, 
outpaced Stephen, came inside and squared the ball low to 
Fred Slater who scored with ease. Three times in the next 
few minutes James repeated the dose, but twice centred 
too close to Curran and on the other occasion his centre 
went behind.

Then came the crowning blow for Borough. With five minutes 
to go, Mick Snowball, who had had a storming second half, 
went for a ball which reared up and bounced over his head, 
leaving Harley with a clear run for goal. As he cut in, Peter 
Reeves was compelled to move across to try to check him. 
As he did so Harley lifted the ball over his head to Webb who, 
from 25 yards, unleashed a terrific shot which was in the back 
of the net before Barber could move.

So with the score 3-1 and only a few minutes to play, it was 
all up with the Borough, but in the dying minutes came their 
last act of defiance. Wheatley broke through on the left and 
dropped the ball in front of goal for Slater cleverly to turn the 
ball into the net.

Borough at the very least deserved a draw for throughout 
the second half there was only one team in it. They had the 
chances at least to have saved the game – and they paid the 
penalty for allowing so many to slip by.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 22-09-1956 
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Wright and Wheatley.
Walsall: Chilvers; Watson and Billingham; Jarman, McPherson and Hill; 
Taylor, Johnston, Jones, Payne and Moore.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Though Borough maintained their 100 per cent home record 
and picked up two much needed points, nobody could have 
felt satisfied with the manner of their performance, not even 
the players themselves. Only very occasionally did they 
produce anything like the football they displayed against the 
Wolves a fortnight before.

It has to be admitted that Walsall were a good side and that 
they had the encouragement of a penalty goal, which some 
referees may have overlooked, since Mick Snowball merely 
put up his hands to his face in self-protection when right-
winger Taylor drove the ball hard at him. Mr Bennett pointed 
to the spot, however, and Billingham crashed the ball past 
the helpless Arthur Barber.

Borough kept on pressing and in the 35th minute Carrington 
snapped up the ball which he drove hard for goal. The shot 
was too good for the diving Chilvers, but crashed against 
the post. Wright seized on the rebound and directed the ball 
into the far corner of the net. It was 1-1 at half-time and still 
anybody’s game. Indeed the odds seemed slightly loaded in 
Walsall’s favour, but nine minutes after the change of ends, 
Borough went ahead.

A sharp raid had the Walsall defenders on the retreat and 
when the ball was put out to Stan James, he went ahead, 
cut inside, and took the ball right up to Chilvers, no doubt 
intending to slip the ball past the goalkeeper. It seemed that 
the winger was fouled. At any rate he went down. The ball ran 
loose to Carrington who scored with ease.

Would Borough hold their lead? Once or twice it looked 
doubtful and once or twice Arthur Barber came to his side’s 
rescue, especially when almost unsighted, he dived and 
saved a low drive near the foot of the post.

Then, 21 minutes after half-time, came a gift goal for the 
home side – a goal which settled the issue. Receiving the 
ball almost on the touchline not more than ten yards inside 
the Walsall half, James immediately hit it high towards goal. 
There were groans as the ball seemed to be going straight 
into Chilvers’ hands. Another wasted ball, the crowd thought. 
But Chilvers had come out of his goal too far and the ball 
sailed over his head into the net.

Walsall tried hard in the last 15 minutes to pull the game 
round and had the home defence at full-stretch, but they 
hadn’t the marksmen to convert their clever approach work 
into goals. Borough owed a tremendous debt to Peter Reeves 
who was the rock on which most of the Walsall onslaughts 
broke to pieces. Borough struggled painfully to victory and 
will have to much better than this if they are to progress in 
the FA Cup.

Borough In Crisis: September 1956
Nuneaton Borough FC which, since its formation nearly 20 
years ago, has built up a record probably second to none in 
the realms of non-League football, is facing its biggest crisis.

Nothing has gone right this season from the playing point of 
view and attendances are getting worse instead of improving.

The trouble started last season when, in spite of completing 
the “double” by carrying off the league championship for the 
second successive year and winning the Birmingham Senior 
Cup, support fell to so low an ebb that a crippling financial 
loss was sustained. That meant that during the close season, 
the directors were unable to secure the players they desired, 
because they could not compete with the wages offered by 
other clubs.

This season the team just can’t get going – and the bricks are 
being flung around. Nobody, least of all the officials, mind the 
bricks, for even in times of success they get their full share of 
criticism. No, they don’t mind being slated. Not in the least.

What they would mind is supporters leaving the ship when 
it is in the gravest possible danger of capsizing. So long as 
somebody stays on board to aid the captain and crew, there 
is a chance of the ship being steered out of the storm and into 
calmer waters. Desert the ship; leave it to the mercy of the 
pounding seas, then the chance of survival is remote. So it is 
a case of “all hands on deck.”
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 Whitwick Colliery v Nuneaton Borough 29-09-1956 
Whitwick: Parsons; Lennox and McNaughton; Hollis, Thornton and 
Middleton; Costello, Mason, Fowkes, White and Stevenson.
Borough: Barber; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Carter, Slater, Wright and Wheatley.

Borough made the journey to Whitwick Colliery to play a 
Birmingham Combination Division 1 fixture.

Borough hit rock bottom form and fell to a humiliating 
defeat, which broke the hearts of their most steadfast 
supporters. Whitwick, prior to Saturday, had won only one 
game. They are a poor side with little or no pretence at being 
able to play football. Yet they beat Borough when, in fact, 
they ought really to have received their customary thrashing.

Many of Borough’s misses were so fantastic that they had 
to be seen to be believed. Sitter after sitter was missed. 
Surely the limit was reached when 13 minutes from the end 
Geoff Wright forced his way through and then squared the 
ball to Carter, who was standing not more than a yard out 
with the goalkeeper at the other end of the net. Here was 
the equaliser! At least we thought so, for a miss from that 
range seemed an impossibility. The ball merely had to be 
tapped over the line. Instead of pushing the ball into the net 
the inside-right took a swipe at the ball which ran along the 
outside of his boot and finished up at his heels. This was 
surely the miss of all misses.

Borough missed the boat in the first-half when they had 
enough chances to have settled the issue. They ought 
certainly to have been three or four goals up. Slater (twice), 
Wright, Carter and Whitcroft all failed with great chances of 
beating goalkeeper Parsons.

Then, a minute of so after half-time, Whitwick broke away 
on the left and when the ball was crossed, White pushed the 
ball through to the youngster Costello. Snowball hesitated 
to tackle apparently expecting offside, and this enabled the 
winger to run in and beat Barber.

Every possible credit is due to the Whitwick defence, which 
never panicked in the face of almost constant pressure and 
was ever ready to go into a first-time tackle. Thornton had 
more than the measure of Fred Slater in the second half. 
Parsons was a confident goalkeeper and was seldom, if ever, 
in really serious trouble.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 06-10-1956 
Stourbridge: Parton; Rowberry and O’Toole; Mack, Russon and Hughes; 
Page, Davies, Stevens, Allsop and Taylor.
Borough: Edwards; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and 
Whitcroft; Wheatley, James, Slater, Carrington and Jessop.

Borough travelled to the War Memorial Ground to take on 
Stourbridge in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough played some of their best football of the season and 
won their first away points in the process. The only fly in the 

ointment is that they should have won by a wider margin. 
“The best way to answer our critics,” said Fred Slater before 
the game started, “is to win today.” The players needed no 
reminding that their display at Whitwick left a nasty taste 
in the mouth – that they had to make amends for that truly 
wretched exhibition.

From the word go it looked like a Borough team out to make 
amends for that Whitwick shocker. They played as though 
they really meant it; they set a cracking pace, moved the ball 
about smoothly, switched the point of attack with sweeping 
on-the-turf passes and generally gave the Stourbridge 
defence, usually one of the biggest and strongest in the 
league, plenty to think about.

Once again some chances were missed, but by and large it 
was more bad luck, to an unkindly running ball and lucky 
clearances, rather than to any glaring misses. This was the 
story from start to finish – Borough playing clever football 
without being able to get the goals.

Stourbridge’s football was crude and their only trump card 
was the speedy, hard-shooting Ronnie Page. But Borough 
organised against this and effectively marked him out of the 
game – and with his subjection went the home side’s one real 
chance of winning the game.

Borough kept plugging away and after one shot had been 
beaten out, Carrington seized on the rebound and really 
cracked the ball at goal. In self-preservation a Stourbridge 
defender by using his hands not only saved himself 
from real harm – in any case he was put out and had to 
receive attention – but saved a certain goal. Mr Taylor of 
Wolverhampton, one of the best referees seen this season, 
ignored the incident because the act was not deliberate.

Less than five minutes before the end came the goal which 
settled the issue. Once again the Stourbridge defence was 
all at sea against yet another of Borough’s cleverly executed 
moves and when the ball reached Bill Jessop, he wasted 
no time in crossing it. The home defence was well and truly 
spreadeagled and, racing in, James swept the ball past the 
helpless Parton.

Borough Sign Three New Players
Borough FC have this week signed three new players. 
They are:

John Dunn, a right-back, who has been on Leicester 
City’s books this season.

Harry Crompton, a centre-half from Aston Villa, and

Eddie Pounltney, an inside-forward who was with 
Bedworth Town last season.

All these players are local lads and Dunn and Compton 
will be playing for the Reserves against Banbury Spencer 
Reserves at Manor Park tomorrow.
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 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 13-10-1956 
Banbury: Spencer; Bennett and Dodd; Harris, Shaw and Barber; Skull, 
McGarrity, Powell, Evans and Brook.
Borough: Edwards; Harvey and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and 
Whitcroft; Wheatley, James, Slater, Carrington and Jessop.

Borough travelled to Banbury Spencer for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup second round tie.

Territorially there was little or nothing in it, in this Senior Cup 
game. In fact, Borough probably held a slight advantage. The 
trouble was that Borough were more successful in creating 
chances for Banbury than they were for creating chances of 
their own. They certainly put three out of Banbury’s goals on a 
plate for them. The first was an own goal, the second a badly 
misplaced pass-back and the third a penalty for handball.

So it will be seen that Banbury were flattered by the margin 
of their success. Having said that Borough never looked like 
winning. No side so bereft of shooting prowess can hope to 
get far and Borough won’t get out of this rut until they get 
some forwards who know where they are going and what to 
do when they get there.

Not more than three or four times did Spencer, the Banbury 
keeper, have to worry in the slightest degree. Which is not 
much of a recommendation for Borough’s marksmanship, 
which was truly pathetic. One of the few shots that called 
Spencer into action was a free-kick from Arthur Corbett, a 
hard drive which Spencer did well to punch away. There was 
a good effort by James and a header by Jessop, which the 
goalkeeper put over the bar. These plus a Whitcroft drive 
which shook the side netting just about represented the sum 
total of Borough’s scoring efforts.

Banbury opened their account after 16 minutes. They forced 
a corner on the right. Skull took the kick and placed the 
ball perfectly. Edwards no doubt lost the ball in the blazing 
sun, but his positioning was at fault. The result was that he 
completely missed the ball and Harvey put through his own 
goal. The second goal came five minutes before half-time. 
Brook broke through on the left wing. Harvey made a great 
effort to check him but was too late with his tackle and the 
winger crossed for Powell to prod into the net.

Twenty minutes after half-time Harvey attempted to put the 
ball back to his keeper. It was a poorly judged effort and, 
nipping in, Powell gained possession. In a tussle, Edwards 
caught hold of the centre-forward’s legs and the ball ran 
loose. Powell struggled free and put the ball over the line and 
into the net. In the 70th minute Arthur Corbett handled in the 
penalty area and Jack Evans made no mistake from the spot 
to make it 4-0.

Borough were not a very great deal better than at Whitwick 
and infinitely worse than at Stourbridge. Such in-and-out 
form is most perplexing and must be most bewildering from 
the team selectors’ point of view, for they have no solid 
foundations on which to work.

Mr Alfred Emery
A well-known local sportsman, 
Mr Alfred Emery, of 73, 
Tomkinson Road, Nuneaton, 
played soccer for Nuneaton 
Borough in the Central 
Amateur League when he was 
only 16 years of age.

An inside-forward, he also 
assisted other local clubs, 
including Nuneaton Athletic, 

which enjoyed great success in the old Thursday League. 
As a boy he played for his school, Queen’s Road, and 
Nuneaton Boys.

His sporting activities were not confined to soccer. He 
also played “rugger” at fly-half for his school, Nuneaton 
Boys and Warwickshire Boys. Mr Emery is still a keen 
tennis player, and as a darts thrower, he assists a 
number of clubs. His interest in soccer still remains and 
since 1950 he has been a referee in local football.

On leaving school at the age of 14, Mr Emery became a 
window cleaner, in which occupation he has been ever 
since, except for the war years when he served in the 
Royal Navy. On two occasions – in 1940 and 1943 – he 
was on cruisers which were torpedoed.

Mr Emery, who is a married man with three sons and 
three daughters, is in partnership in a window cleaning 
business with his brother, Mr Wilfred Emery, of York 
Street, Nuneaton.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 06-10-1956 
Tamworth: Lewis; Allsopp and Deakin; Nicholls, Wood and Turner; 
Chapman, Dodd, Sketchley, Goffin and Whitehouse.
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Harvey, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Hughes, Slater, Wright and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Lamb to face Tamworth in 
a Birmingham League Division 1 match.

Borough have reached such a degenerate state that the first 
hard blow they receive is generally the knock-out. Once they 
go behind these days the distress signal goes up and there is 
just not enough fighting spirit to save them from destruction.

For half-an-hour they looked as though they had a chance. 
In fact, apart from that a first-minute shock when Sketchley 
slammed the ball against a post, Borough were slightly the 
better side. Some of their moves were neatly executed and 
gave promise of better things to come and with half-time 
approaching they were still on level terms.

About three minutes had been lost through injuries and 
it was dead on normal time when Tamworth struck their 



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 2

323 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

first successful blow. It dazed Borough and before they had 
recovered their composure there came another crack to the 
jaw. This was in the 48th minute – the third minute of the time 
allowed for injuries. That blow paralysed the weak-kneed 
Borough and there was never much chance of them pulling the 
fight round. The contest was really all over bar the shouting.

In that fatal 45th minute – just when everybody was expecting 
a goalless first-half, Whitehouse broke away on the Tamworth 
right-wing and lifted the ball in front of goal. As it bounced 
Barber caught the ball, but a second later he was over the line 
with the ball. Dodd having bundled him there. Before Borough 
had recovered from that shock came the deciding blow – a 
cross from the left and a header by Dodd which entered the net 
after catching Whitcroft a glancing blow.

Only three times in the second period was Des Lewis in the 
Tamworth goal in the slightest trouble. His best save was 
near the foot of the post from a Jessop header. He also had 
to scamper across goal and dive to a half-hit shot from Slater. 
Newcomer Johnny Hughes allowed Lewis to escape lightly 
when, instead of volleying the ball goalwards, he attempted a 
header which the goalkeeper saved with ease.

The only time Borough looked dangerous in the second-half 
was when James was brought into the game, which was 
seldom. He was Borough’s best forward, yet the one who saw 
least of the ball.

Borough promised only to deceive in this game. They started 
promisingly enough but just couldn’t take those two blows in 
the 45th and 48th minute. Arthur Barber is perhaps the only 
player living up to his reputation and even he allowed himself 
to be caught napping when Tamworth got their first goal.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 27-10-1956 
Wolves A: Burden; Timmins and Deakin; Thomson, Kyle and Clarke; 
McIntosh, Walmsley, Stobart, Jackson and Brown.
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Carrington, Grove, Wright and Wheatley.

Wolves played host for their home game at Manor Park, in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Although Borough dropped a point, they gave their 
supporters a glimmer of hope, because after too long a 
period of passive resistance they revealed signs of fight and 
with the least bit of luck would have won.

Supporters would have been happier had Borough 
completed the double over the Wolves. A win is overdue. Even 
so, the whole team showed such a welcome revival of spirit, 
that few could have gone away completely dissatisfied.

Many people went home convinced that the referee had let 
the young Wolves off lightly by overlooking two incidents 
which might have brought Borough two penalties. On one 
occasion Les Carrington was clear through when bowled over 
by Timmins, and in the second half when Wheatley, coming 
inside a defender, was flattened after the ball had run loose.

Finishing was a problem for both sides when it came 
to finishing quite attractive forward work and neither 
goalkeeper, Barber or Burden, had many worries from direct 
shots. Most trouble for them came from crosses from the 
wings. It was a tribute to Borough’s recovery of fight that the 
Wolves, who have been piling up the goals recently, were 
held, as the Borough defence played well.

Reeves had a very solid game at centre-half and free-scoring 
Stobart met his match. Then there was Dunn, who had a 
very good game and tackled well. He also tried to make 
use of his clearances and usually succeeded. He gave both 
Corbett and James some lovely passes. Young Grove was 
not as successful, but has the right idea of centre-forward 
play. It was a pity that he didn’t have a chance to show his 
goalscoring potential.

Wheatley could have settled the issue in the dying minutes 
of the game. Fed by Wright, the left-winger, from about the 
corner of the penalty area, had a clear look at goal, but 
belted the ball first-time over the bar. It looked as though 
the winner was coming just before the end when Stan James 
broke through, came inside, and squared the ball, which 
unfortunately struck a Wolves’ defender and was deflected 
behind the waiting Borough forwards.

Borough FC Chairman And The Future
What is to happen now that Borough FC are out of the FA 
Cup? Not one league game this eason has paid its way; £20 
to £25 a week is being lost. How long can this state of affairs 
continue? To get the answers to these questions an Observer 
reporter interviewed Mr Reg Carris, chairman of the Borough 
FC directors. He said:

“In view of the big loss last season – £1,500 or thereabouts 
– it is obvious we have now got to do something, and 
quickly, too, to reduce our losses this season to an absolute 
minimum, or otherwise we shall be so crippled financially as 
to be quite unable to carry on.

“In the hope that we might get an FA Cup run we fielded a 
team we really could not afford and we have been losing 
money every week. We gambled on getting into the first 
round proper and though the lads put up a great fight, luck 
was against them. The gamble failed.

“Now we have no alternative but to field a team costing a 
figure which compares much more favourably with “gate” 
receipts. We shall do this gradually; the players who are doing 
well will of course be retained; those who are not playing well 
despite constant selection will be left out.

“Some of the reserve team players have been shaping well 
enough to warrant a first team chance – and they will get it. 
We have got to tread very carefully, very carefully indeed, and 
the team will mainly have to be chosen according to income.”

Mr Carris, who emphasised that these were his own views 
on the position and not necessarily those of the Board of 
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Directors, said that so far as he was concerned – and he 
believed his colleagues would agree with this – no player 
would be dropped merely for the sake of saving money.

“Personally, I feel the players should not be asked to accept 
a reduction in wages. That would be penalising everybody. 
We want to encourage those who are playing well; the others 
will have to fight for their places and if they don’t come up to 
scratch, then they will have only themselves to blame.”

With a view to building up the side for next season, the club 
intends to intensify its scouting efforts.

 Nuneaton Borough v Whitwick Colliery 10-11-1956 
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Pountney and Jessop.
Whitwick: Parsons; McLoughlin and Stevens; Cave, Thornton and 
D. Middleton; Allen, White, Fowkes, Mason and Stevenson.

Borough welcomed Whitwick Colliery to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

While it was pleasing to see Borough banging the ball into the 
net after so long a period of goal-shyness, it has to be said 
that Whitwick were a poor lot. Remembering the previous 
game between the two clubs, Borough had just as much of 
the game as in this one and lost 1-0. Grove could not play 
because of a pulled muscle and was replaced at inside-right 
by Tommy Whitcroft.

Whitcroft playing his first game in the forward line for a long 
time, did not do at all badly. He showed some neat touches 
and finished up with a last-minute “old timer” which nearly 
ripped the net off its hooks.

Pountney, the former Bedworth player, making his first 
appearance in the senior side, while not setting the world 
on fire, at the very least did as well as some of the previous 
holders of the inside-left position – and was a good deal 
faster than some of them. He also got quite a good goal.

Fred Slater found the heavier pitch much more to his liking 
and he celebrated by getting a first-class hat-trick of goals. 
He received much better support than in some games and 
generally speaking, looked much more like the fifty goal Fred 
Slater of last season.

Borough went ahead after only five minutes’ play when 
following a cross by Whitcroft which struck Fred Slater, 
Stan James ran in to shoot into the net via the underside of 
the bar. The second goal came in the 28th minute. Corbett 
dropped the ball into the goalmouth. Parsons failed properly 
to clear a Slater header and the ball ran to Pountney who 
hammered it into the net.

A minute later a long ball through the middle was chased by 
Whitcroft. At the same time the Whitwick keeper, Parsons, 
came tearing out of goal. The goalkeeper got there a split 
second before Whitcroft and took a flying kick at the ball, 
which cannoned against the inside-right and rebounded into 
the empty net.

Four minutes after half-time Slater got the first of his three 
goals. Harvey pushed the ball through the inside-left position. 
It appeared to be running out, but was rescued almost on the 
dead ball line by Slater about six yards from goal. It seemed 
an impossible angle, but the Borough centre-forward pulled 
the ball back with his left-foot and it hit the underside of the 
bar and went into the net.

A minute later Corbett sent Slater through again and with 
a fast, low shot, the centre-forward made it 5-0. And on 61 
minutes a Harvey-Whitcroft-James move ended in Slater again 
slamming the ball past a helpless Parsons. After 85 minutes’ 
an attack down the middle was halted near the penalty spot. 
The ball ran loose to Jessop who turned inside and with his 
right foot shot well out of the keeper’s reach. In the last minute 
Borough were awarded a free-kick just outside the area. 
Corbett’s fierce drive struck a defender and the ball dropped at 
the feet of Tommy Whitcroft, who fairly cracked it home.

Borough Players Transferred

Ron Gaylor
who has been transferred to 

Atherstone Town.

Geoff Wright
who has been transferred to 

Hinckley Athletic.

 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res. 17-11-1956 
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Grove, Slater, Whitcroft and Jessop.
Worcester: Jeynes; Parfitt and Meredith; Archer, Lawrie and Carney; 
McClelland, McDowell, Walsh, Shurmer and Retallick.

Borough welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

A mistake by Arthur Barber gave Worcester a last-minute 
equaliser. Seeing that this blunder cost his side victory and 
that when Worcester got their first goal, Barber again was not 
entirely faultless, this game, quite obviously, will not find a 
place in the goalkeeper’s cherished memories.

Three to one down at one period, the City fought back to 
reduce the deficit to 3-2 by half-time. The interval score 
scarcely flattered Borough, for they were, in my view, clearly 
the better side. After the change of ends, however, the Borough 
defence did not seem too happy against the persistent 
proddings and probings of a smart moving Worcester attack.

In this tense second period, far too many Borough passes 
went to an opponent and there were many occasions when 
almost as quickly as one City attack was repulsed, or only half 
repulsed, the ball was back again in the Borough goalmouth.
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What was billed to be one of the toughest fights of the season 
for the young and up-and-coming Dunn proved a damp 
squib, for his opponent, Retallick, scarcely produced a spark. 
The young Bulkington full-back played Retallick right out of 
the game. So much so in fact that in the end, so rattled at 
his complete inability to pass the solid wall set up by Dunn, 
the outside-left became so spiteful that he incurred the 
displeasure of the referee.

Borough went ahead in the ninth minute when Corbett sent 
Jessop away. The winger made ground and then crossed the 
ball for Slater to head into the net well out of Jeynes’ reach. 
Two minutes later McClelland broke through on the right and 
crossed a high ball. Barber failed properly to clear and after 
running loose the ball eventually went to Retallick who had 
little difficulty in scoring.

Borough went ahead again in the 17th minute when following 
a centre from the right, Jessop headed to Slater whose 
shot was going into the net when, rushing in to kick away, 
Meredith put the ball past his own keeper.

In the 25th minute Borough made it 3-1. Corbett opened the 
way for James to go through on the right. When the winger 
put the ball into the middle Slater deceived the defence by 
changing feet at the last moment and turning the ball out 
of Jeynes’ reach. At 36 minutes Walsh put Shurmer away 
beautifully and from an unmarked position he beat Barber 
with a fine low drive.

The score remained 3-2 in Borough’s favour until the last 
minute, when Barber blundered in dealing with Retallick’s 
corner kick, enabling McClelland to score a simple equaliser.

 Nuneaton Borough v Aston Villa A 24-11-1956 
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Pountney and Jessop.
Aston Villa A: McBride; Dowling and Ashfield; Carter, Smith and Spencer; 
Harris, Freeman, Dorsett, Lawton and Barrett.

Borough welcomed Aston Villa A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Villa, standing second in the league table, played so well in 
the first 15 minutes that few people could have thought that 
Borough would salvage anything from the game. To start with 
Villa moved the ball about so smartly, so effectively and with 
such accuracy that Borough seemed to be groping around in 
the dark. They just couldn’t get to grips with the opposition.

As the game progressed, however, Borough began to find their 
way. Finally, prompted by Dunn, Peter Reeves and Jim Harvey, 
the forwards began to get down to the job in hand and they 
quickly found that the slow-footed Villa defence didn’t like the 
long ball up the right wing and inside the full-backs.

Although Dorsett was generally well held by Reeves and had 
few chances to increase his goal tally, he used his experience 
to create openings for his collegues and once or twice sold 
the dummy to the Borough defenders. As well as Dunn and 

Reeves played in this game, perhaps Borough’s best defender 
was Jim Harvey, who played a real “stormer” and fed his 
forwards with some delightfully placed passes. He scarcely 
put a foot wrong throughout the game.

Borough went into the lead in the 36th minute. It seemed 
as though a move had broken down, when Slater gained 
possession and sent the ball out to Jessop. The left-winger 
came in along the dead ball line and then lifted the ball bang 
in front of goal for Whitcroft to head in neatly. Almost dead on 
half-time Borough struck again. A cross by James was almost 
foozled by Slater, but the ball ran to Whitcroft who drove it 
low past the helpless McBridge.

Five minutes after half-time Dunn put a long ball up the wing 
to Slater, who had moved out there. The centre-forward 
slipped the ball to James, who had moved into the open 
space, and the winger ran right in to score from close range.
Fourteen minutes from the end, Jessop, who had slipped into 
the middle, pushed the ball ahead of the onrushing James. 
The latter again went right through and as McBride came out 
to meet him, slipped the ball past him into the net.

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 01-12-1956 
Brierley Hill: Marson; Edwards and Poyner; Corbet, Dunn and Allsopp; 
Bowen, Titley, Maiden, Pritchard and Phillips.
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Pountney and Wheatley.

Borough travelled to Brierley Hill Alliance to take on the 
league leaders in a Birmingham League Division 1 match.

After an even first-half, which ended 1-1, Borough monpolised 
the proceedings to such a degree that there didn’t seem the 
remotest chance of Brierley Hill winning. Several times the 
Alliance goal had the narrowest of narrow escapes. Several 
times Marson saved brilliantly; and just got in the way of 
some shots he knew nothing about. The battering went on 
until 10 minutes from the end, when as so often happens in 
one-sided matches, the Alliance broke away and a defensive 
mistake gave them the winning goal.

The result was a complete travesty, or “floodlit robbery” as 
someone called it. Some Brierley Hill fans commented that 
Borough were the best side to visit all season.

The Alliance went ahead in the 23rd minute when a defender 
was penalised for handball just outside the penalty area. 
Bowen squared the ball in front of goal for Maiden to head 
through in-off Barber’s forehead. Borough levelled the scores 
in the 34th minute. This goal, too, followed a free-kick about 
six yards outside the box. Corbett shot hard into a ruck of 
lined-up defenders. The ball came back to him and he hooked 
it back into the middle. James, who had run inside, headed 
the ball down to his left. Wheatley missed the ball, but Slater 
was at hand to prod it into the net.

The move for Brierley’s winner started with what looked 
like just another harmless punt up the Alliance right wing. 
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Snowball was out of position and Reeves had to move across 
to get to the ball. Titley, the home inside-right also went after 
it. They both got to the ball at practically the same time. 
Meanwhile, Arthur Barber had left his goal. Titley brushed the 
centre-half aside and pulled the ball back in front of goal with 
Barber still out of goal and at the second attempt Maiden 
turned the ball into the empty net.

While it is true that Borough missed some scoring chances 
during their marked second half supremacy, it is a fact that 
the Alliance goal often escaped through luck – nothing more, 
nothing less. There was only one football team in this game – 
and that team was Borough. For most of the second half they 
played better than they did the week before against Aston 
Villa A. The league leaders looked a ragged lot in comparison 
and it is bewildering as to how they won. The truth is they 
were gifted the points, which takes the gloss off all the other 
good work done by the Borough.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 08-12-1956 
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Carrington and Jessop.
Tamworth: Lewis; Deakin and Coggins; Nicholls, Wood and Turner; 
Chapman, Dodd, Gallier, Goffin and Whitehouse.

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

Tamworth came out of this game with a share of the points, 
largely because Borough failed to press home their midfield 
advantage through final ill-placed passes or ineffective 
finishing. Had Borough accepted their chances they would 
have won fairly comfortably. Inability to finish off their moves 
meant that Borough were always struggling, and it was 
anybody’s game right up to the last kick.

Tamworth opened the scoring after 13 minutes when Gallier 
headed a perfect goal from Chapman’s flag kick. Twelve 
minutes later Borough grabbed an equaliser. Jessop passed 
to Corbett, who lifted the ball to Slater. The latter nodded the 
ball down to Whitcroft, whose shot struck Lewis on the knees 
and ran into the net off full-back Deakin.

Tamworth took the lead again in the 60th minute, when the 
ball lifted awkwardly in front of right-winger Chapman and he 
brought the ball under control with his hands. This happened 
on the blind side of the referee, but should have been seen 
by a linesman. However, Chapman got away with it, carried 
on, and it was from his close-in pass that Dodd shot against 
Barber, from whom the ball rolled in front of the net for 
Gallier to rush in and bang the ball through. Borough drew 
level again in the next minute. Slater slipped the ball through 
to Whitcroft, who neatly side-stepped a defender and then 
drove the ball hard into the net well out of Lewis’s reach.

It is easy to see why Tamworth, Division 2 champions last 
season, are doing so well in the senior division. They are a 
tough, hard-working side who make no pretence at being 
clever, but use the long ball effectively. Borough had the 

more attractive style, and every now and again, especially in 
the last 15 minutes before half-time, looked as though they 
were getting on top. They couldn’t get a goal, however, and 
instead of going into the lead as they should have done, twice 
they found themselves a goal behind.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 22-12-1956 
Borough: Davies; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Carrington and Jessop.
Bedworth: Gilbert; Goodyer and Cook; Hartopp, Owen and Tallis; 
Morris, Dickinson, Thomas, Whetton and Morrow.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

Two minutes from the end of this fog and drizzle ruined 
game, Arthur Corbett spreadeagled the Bedworth defence 
with a perfect cross which left Bill Jessop with the easiest 
of chances of snatching victory for his side – a victory which 
slightly flattered them.

James got Borough’s opening goal when he shot through 
from a Carrington cross. The second of Borough’s four 
goals came from Slater. Two goals down inside 15 minutes, 
Bedworth fought back to level the scores at 2-2.

The visitors’centre-forward Thomas pulled Bedworth level 
with two fine goals. He was helped to one of them by Peter 
Reeves, who was in front instead of behind him when he got 
his head to the ball. Borough again went ahead 16 minutes 
after half-time, with the best goal of the game, scored by 
Slater, who gave Borough a 3-2 lead.

A long ball down the middle was chased by Carrington. Gilbert 
went out to meet him. The two hit head on and the ball hit 
the goalkeeper and ran back to Slater who was standing just 
beyond the corner of the penalty area. The Borough leader 
coolly lifted the ball into the empty net before the goalkeeper 
could get to his feet. The “Greenbacks” equalised almost 
immediately through Dickinson who turned in a Whetton cross.

To prevent a Jessop centre reaching Fred Slater, Goodyer 
used his hands, but for all that the ball went to the centre-
forward who promptly shot into the net. But the referee had 
already blown for a penalty kick, which was converted by 
Carrington. The score remained 3-3 until Jessop’s winner in 
the dying minutes.

 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 25-12-1956 
Borough: Davies; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Carrington; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Wheatley and Jessop.
Rugby: Barnwell; Llewellyn and Hargreaves; Brews, Livie and Brown; 
Roberts, Wright, Awde, Taft and Kelly.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park for a 
Christmas Day Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

In the true spirit of the season of goodwill, Borough presented 
Rugby with a point. They ought to have won by a wide margin 
but threw away their chances with reckless abandon. After a 
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fairly even first-half in which Borough took the lead and Rugby 
equalised, the second session developed into one-way traffic 
towards the Rugby goal. Scoring chances came along with 
almost sickening regularity, but Borough threw them away.

Slater and Whitcroft both missed sitters through slowness 
and Jessop and Corbett also had reasonably easy chances, 
but put the ball over the bar. Borough were right off the 
scoring trail and many good centres went a-begging, 
especially from the left where Jessop was about the only 
forward who shaped well. After doing well in the opening 
half Rugby fell away appreciably afterwards, and it was only 
occasionally that they were dangerous afterwards

Although Borough played into their hands by keeping the ball 
close when conditions underfoot simply yelled for open play, 
Rugby owed their point to heroic defensive play, especially by 
pivot Livie. For all that, Borough should have scored five or six 
goals. This was a very poor display by Borough, whose passes 
went all awry, more often than not straight to an opponent. 
But it was in front of goal where the match was lost.

Slater got Borough’s goal from a Whitcroft pass and Taft 
rounded off a Rugby attack which had the Borough defence 
reeling, with a swift ground shot.

Borough badly missed Harvey, not because Carrington, who 
had to drop back to left-half, played badly, indeed he did 
much better than might have been expected.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 29-12-1956 
Banbury Spencer: Spencer; Bennett and Dodd; Wilson, Shaw and 
Barker; Hicks, McGarrity, Evans, North and Brock.
Borough: Davies; Dunn and Snowball; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Slater, Carrington and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Banbury Spencer for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

To lose a player in the first-minute and have to struggle the 
whole game through a man short is wretched luck and once 
again raises the question whether substitutes should not 
be allowed. Borough lost Mick Snowball after his first touch 
of the ball and he spent the afternoon in Banbury Hospital 
having a dislocated knee treated.

On a pitch which, though having made an excellent recovery 
following thick snow and heavy rain, was still inches deep in 
mud, Borough persisted in keeping the ball close. By making 
half-a-dozen passes where one long ball would have achieved 
infinitely more progress Borough added to their troubles.

The close passing game is becoming almost an obsession 
with the Borough forwards and wing-halves. That is why 
the team is struggling and the two wingers have to spend 
much of the time going back to fetch the ball. James, with his 
speed, could have played havoc had the ball been pushed 
well ahead of him, since defenders experienced the greatest 
possible difficulty in turning.

Banbury opened the scoring after 29 minutes when Jack 

Evans picked up the ball and scored after a mistake by 
Borough goalkeeper Davies. Wing-half Barker scored 
Banbury’s second and third goals, the first one 20 minutes 
after the break when Davies dived too soon for a long shot 
and the ball passed over his prostrate body. Barker’s second 
goal was another long drive, which appeared to leave the 
keeper. Banbury’s fourth and final goal, nine minutes from 
the end was scored by Evans after Davies had made a great 
one-handed save from a shot immediately before.

Just before the end Slater slipped a ball into the open space 
ahead of Jessop and the winger cut inside to slam the ball 
into the roof of the net. Too late had Borough realised the 
folly of their short-passing ways

Snowball Has Broken Leg
It has been learned that the injury sustained by Mick 
Snowball at Banbury was a fracture of the right leg just 
below the knee.

Efforts by the club to sign a substitute left-back have 
failed. One player agreed to come, but his club would not 
agree to the transfer.

 Oswestry Town v Nuneaton Borough 12-01-1957 
Oswestry: Hill; Robinson and Broadhead; Oliver, Linaghan and Evans; 
Whitehouse, Powell, Jolly, G. Jones and McGuire.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Harvey; Wood, Reeves and Corbett; James, 
Whitcroft, Grove, Carrington and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Oswestry Town for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Ten minutes before half-time, with the home side leading 
2-0, Oswestry were awarded a penalty. Borough’s chances of 
avoiding another away defeat looked negligible, but young 
debutant Pat Meigh saved Broadhead’s spot kick and gave his 
side just the encouragement they so badly needed.

Broadhead’s penalty was not a good one, in that it was too 
close to the goalkeeper and Meigh punched the ball away. 
Broadhead secured the rebound and again shot. Meigh again 
punched away as he was falling to the ground, and this time 
the ball ran to Dunn who quickly whipped it into touch and 
out of danger.

Up to this point Oswestry, aided by a strong wind, had done 
nearly all the attacking. The Borough defence was almost 
completely bogged down in a mud bath of a goalmouth and 
so long as the Oswestry forwards moved the ball about – 
well, so long was the Borough defence struggling. Defenders 
just couldn’t turn round in the ankle-deep mud.

Borough’s goal fell in the 17th and 19th minutes and had some 
other very narrow escapes. Indeed there were some very hectic 
scrambles in front of the Borough goal. But it was noticeable, 
too, that on the few occasions they did get to the other end, 
the Borough forwards were causing some trouble and both 
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Whitcroft and Grove went near to scoring, the latter with a fine 
header which flashed past the wrong side of the post.

These efforts gave encouragement, for it was felt that if 
Borough could keep down the Oswestry first-half score to 
those two goals, then, with the wind at their backs, they must 
have a chance. Borough did better than that, for almost on 
half-time they scored. Inside his own half, Les Carrington put 
a long ball inside full-back Broadhead, right ahead of James. 
The winger raced after the ball, got it, started moving inside 
and made centre-half Linaghan leave Grove. Goalkeeper Hill 
also had to leave his goal and when James crossed the ball, 
Grove had merely to tuck it away into the empty net.

The second-half was the first-half in reverse with Borough 
doing nearly all the attacking and the Oswestry defence 
taking a rare buffeting in the goalmouth quagmire. As long as 
Borough kept the ball on the wings, where both James and 
Jessop were a constant source of trouble, Borough appeared 
at the very least capable of a point.

Then in the 70th minute, the goal Borough so badly needed 
came. And what a goal too! Midway between his own goal 
and the half-way line, Jim Harvey secured possession and 
swung a gem of a long ball right upfield to Jessop. The left-
winger raced on and then lifted the ball bang in front of goal 
for Whitcroft to rush in and shoot into the roof of the net.

George Jones got both the Oswestry goals. The first from a 
left-wing cross after Meigh had pushed away a centre from 
the right, and the second following a scramble in front of goal 
after Harvey had failed properly to head the ball clear.

Right-half Wood also made his debut, along with Meigh, and 
did all that was expected of him. Indeed, the whole team did 
well in trying conditions.

 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Town Res. 19-01-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; James, 
Whitcroft, Grove, Carrington and Jessop.
Shrewsbury: Crossley; Griffiths and Stephan; McNab, Manders and 
Davies; Harley, Walker, Webb, Williams and Jones.

Borough welcomed Shrewsbury Town Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Given a very generous amount of support, Jessop had a field 
day. For all he could do in the way of checking Borough’s left 
winger, Shrewsbury’s right-back, Griffiths, might just as well 
have stayed at the Gay Meadow. And if you give Jessop the 
room in which to work – well he can go on dropping the ball 
in front of goal until the cows come home.

Two Borough players were making their home debuts – 
young Pat Meigh in goal and Walter Hansen from Hinckley 
Athletic at left-back. Both gave satisfaction, but Meigh could 
vary his kicking and not put every one straight down the 
middle for the opposing centre-half to head back again. 
Hanson is well built physically and liked to use the ball, much 
the same as John Dunn. Hansen is happiest when keeping 

the winger on the outside because he is natural left footer. He 
was beaten a few times on the inside, but proved his ability to 
recover. If Jessop was the best forward afield, a close second 
was Stan James, who so often left Stephan standing.

Borough opened their account after 15 minutes play when 
James was fouled by Griffiths. The free-kick landed bang in 
front of goal. There was a scuffle, a shot by Whitcroft, and 
then a header by Grove which crossed the line before full-
back Griffiths used his hands, but only succeeded in pushing 
the ball into the roof of the net.

Five minutes after half-time the home side went further 
ahead. A left-wing move saw Jessop cross the ball so 
accurately that Grove merely had to nod the ball home. After 
66 minutes Whitcroft sent Jessop away again and another 
perfect centre was headed home by Grove, the ball entering 
the net off a post. A quarter of an hour from the end, after one 
Borough move had been only partially checked, the ball was 
swung back across goal by Corbett and Whitcroft drove the 
ball hard and low into the corner of the net.

Will Borough FC Carry On Or Disband
Alarming Fall In Manor Park Gates
The financial position of Nuneaton Borough FC has reached 
such a parlous state that the club’s future is very much in the 
balance, and in the next few weeks the directors will have to 
face up squarely to the problem of whether they should try to 
continue or whether they will disband.

Following a loss of £2,500 last season – this despite the 
fact that the club carried off the “double” by winning the 
championship of Division 1 of the Birmingham League and 
the Birmingham Senior Cup – the position this season, far 
from improving, has deteriorated even further, and but for 
the financial help received from outside sources, the club 
already would have ceased to exist.

Attendances at home matches this season have gone from 
bad to worse until at the present time, indeed for some time 
past, even the money received from other sources does not 
anywhere near balance the loss which is being sustained 
every time the players run out on to the field.

Alarming Fall
Since before Christmas, owing largely to the vile weather, 
“gates” have fallen alarmingly and the losses financially have 
been substantial.

Ruined by the fog, the match against Bedworth at Manor Park 
which used to produce an attendance of upwards of 5,000, 
was watched by a crowd of 700. The Christmas Day match 
against Rugby Town was also a big financial loss, while the 
attendance last Saturday against Shrewsbury Town Reserves, 
although the weather was the best for weeks, produced an 
attendance of 1,650, which meant yet another heavy loss.

As has been so often stated, Borough needs a “gate” of 4,000 
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to pay its way. Only once this season has that figure been 
exceeded – in the FA Cup tie against Bromsgrove Rovers – and 
the Rovers shared that “gate” with Borough

No League Match Has Paid
Not one league match this season has paid its way, the average 
attendance being in the region of 1,900. Since Christmas there 
has been an average attendance of less than 1,000.

Mr Reg Carris, Borough FC chairman, told the Observer that 
the directors were worried, very worried indeed. Every game 
played nowadays increased their financial worries.

“It is impossible to carry on as things are. “Gates” are 
hopelessly inadequate and only the outside help we have 
been receiving, for which we are very grateful, has enabled 
us to carry on as long as we have. Now, not even this help is 
sufficient to keep us solvent.

“We may be able to carry on until the end of the season – I 
think we shall manage that – but what happens then, I just 
can’t say. None of us want to see the club go out of existence, 
but we have got to be realistic. To be otherwise would be just 
plain foolish.”

Mr Carris stated that the three last home games, including 
two local “derbies” had produced £291 gate receipts before 
tax, 21/2 per cent to the league and all other expenses had 
been deducted.

As this £291 (less deductions) had to pay for the three 
corresponding away matches, on these three games alone 
there had been a loss of £309 on actual “gate” receipts.

 Nuneaton Borough v Oswestry Town 26-01-1957 
Borough: Meigh; J. Harris and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Whitcroft, Grove, Carrington and Jessop.
Oswestry: Hill; Robinson and Bradford; Ball, Linighan and Evans; Bellis, 
Buchanan, Jolley, Jones and McGuire.

Borough welcomed Oswestry Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

Playing against the wind Borough were well held and spent 
most of the opening half defending. They were all at sixes and 
sevens and but for some splendid work by Peter Reeves and 
one first-class save by young Pat Meigh, who judged his run-
out from goal beautifully to stop Jolley, the Oswestry leader, 
when he looked a certain scorer after Reeves had fallen down 
and left the centre-forward with a clear course for goal.

The wind was a big handicap. Even so Borough’s play was very 
slovenly indeed and a whole series of badly placed passes and 
ill-timed clearances led to the ball being returned towards 
the home goal almost as quickly as it was sent forward. Had 
Oswestry possessed any punch near goal they must have 
got a goal or two. As it was their finishing was so ineffective 
that Meigh, apart from that save, had few anxious moments 
throughout the first-half.

The boot was on the other foot when the teams turned 

round. It was now Oswestry’s turn to find themselves in dire 
trouble. Two Borough goals in the first 15 minutes after the 
interval seemed to suggest that they would go on to win by a 
comfortable margin. They should have done, having regard 
to the number of openings they created. Some really easy 
chances of adding to their score were missed, none more 
incredible than when Grove headed wide when a perfect 
cross from the left gave him a glorious chance, and later 
when Tommy Whitcroft, almost from underneath the bar, 
hooked the ball over the top.

Meigh again did well in goal and his judgment in leaving goal 
enabled him to save another awkward situation in the second 
half. Yet both he and Reeves were caught napping when 
Oswestry got their goal, for when Bellis broke through on the 
right, the centre-half was out of position, while the keeper 
was at the near post when the ball was crossed to the far post 
for Buchanan to head into an empty net.

Stan James got Borough’s equaliser ten minutes after the 
break. With the Oswestry defence moving forward with the 
idea of throwing the Borough forwards offside, Carrington 
held the ball cleverly, moved inside and then pushed the ball 
diagonally across the field well ahead of James, who was 
after it like a flash, cut inside and as Hill moved out flashed 
the ball into the net.

The winning goal came after 15 minutes of the second-half 
when James lofted the ball in front of goal. Grove rushed 
in to meet the centre as goalkeeper Hill moved forward to 
clear. The goalkeeper must have taken his eye off the ball 
temporarily to see what Grove was up to. The outcome was 
that he lost the ball, which went past him into the net.

Another two very useful points, but Borough will have to do 
much better than this if they are to bring back the crowds.

 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 02-02-1957 
Walsall: Davies; Gutridge and Beddow; O’Neil, Jones and Tarrant; 
Morris, Hodgkinson, Leverton, Johnston and Taylor.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; James, 
Whitcroft, Slater, Carrington and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to face Walsall Reserves in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

From the word go Walsall swept Borough off their feet and 
never gave them a chance to get up again. Seldom, if ever, 
had a Borough side been so thoroughly outclassed, so 
hopelessly baffled and bewildered.

Borough never had more than three forwards because the 
inside-forwards had to go back and help the half-backs, who 
were going backwards for 90 per cent of the game. Indeed 
there were times when even James and Jessop had to drop 
back in a vain attempt to relieve the almost non-stop siege of 
the Borough goal.

Every time Walsall went down the field – and that was nearly 
all the time – the Borough goal was in mortal danger and but 
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for some gallant work by Dunn and goalkeeper Meigh, the 
score could have been even higher. Although beaten on six 
occasions, Meigh was in no way to blame for the pasting his 
side received. He had little if any chance with any of the goals.

Walsall’s first goal came in the 11th minute from a right-
wing corner. Morris dropped the ball bang in front of goal for 
Leverton to quickly nip in and glance it into the net with a 
delightful header.

Their second goal was directly attributable to James. He was 
not far out of his own penalty area when he received the ball 
from Dunn. The right-winger attempted to make a return pass 
to the right-back, got in a mess, had to double back towards 
his own goal, and then, in trying to turn back, lost the ball to 
Taylor who cut in and shot for goal. Meigh did well to save 
at full-length, but the ball ran out to Leverton, who prodded 
it into the net. Walsall’s third came  three minutes before 
half-time when another first-class move ended in Hodgkinson 
scoring with a fine low drive.

In the 57th and 59th minutes Johnston took the score to five 
with two excellent headers and in the 75th minute another 
mistake gave Walsall their sixth and final goal. Hansen 
blundered to let in Morris, who beat Meigh.

Big Loss To Football If...
Discussing Nuneaton Borough FC’s financial plight, a 
Leicester sports writer said:

“It is hard to imagine Nuneaton without a Birmingham 
League side. They have a high reputation in the Midlands 
and if they go out, it will be a big loss to football...

“If they are to survive this crisis, then support at Manor 
Park will have to rise considerably.”

After remarking that Borough and Whitwick are by no 
means the only clubs feeling the pinch, the writer adds:

“Almost every outfit in both division is on a tight budget. 
I can visualise drastic changes next year, and it is more 
than a possibility that there will be only one division.”

This Could Save Borough
The financial position of Nuneaton Borough FC was further 
considered at a special meeting of the directors this week, 
presided over by the chairman, Mr Reg Carris.

Concern was expressed at the fact that there are many 
people who, apparently, do not regard the directors’ previous 
announcement as of serious concern. Too many people, it 
was felt, imagine there is nothing really to worry about; that 
the club will carry on somehow.

It was stressed that the position of the club is indeed 
precarious – that its future was very much in the lap of the 
gods. Ways and means of saving the club from extinction were 

considered and after a lengthy discussion, a scheme, which the 
directors feel may save the club, was decided upon.

Full Backing Needed
It was pointed out, however, that the club could only be 
saved if the scheme, which the directors will put forward in 
the next few weeks, receives the full support not only of the 
club’s supporters but of local sportsmen generally.

The object of the scheme is to raise sufficient money weekly 
to bridge the widening gap between income and expenditure 
and thus enable the club to carry on.

Mr Reg Carris said on Wednesday: “Only if the scheme we 
have in mind meets with the approval and wholehearted 
support of everybody who has the welfare of the club at 
heart, can we carry on. The position is as bad as that.

“We hope to give details of the scheme after consultation with 
members of our Supporters’ Club who we shall invite to join in 
the scheme. When the scheme is launched – well the rest is up 
to the supporters and townspeople generally,” he added.

Mr Carris said it would be a tragedy if the club were to go out 
of existence. The directors were as keen as anybody that the 
club should continue and if the response to the scheme was 
anything like encouraging then they would be only too happy 
to carry on. As things were at the moment that was impossible.

 Nuneaton Borough v Halesowen Town 09-02-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Whitcroft, Reeves and Harvey; 
James, Slater, Grove, Millerchip and Jessop.
Halesowen: Clifton; Hunt and Smale; Sims, Jones and Basterfield; 
Roberts, Bedford, Dugmore, Guest and Overton.

Borough welcomed Halesowen Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough lost Stan James, who suffered an ankle injury, after 
only 30 minutes play, and although he briefly returned to 
the pitch, he was forced to leave after another few minutes, 
obviously crippled. James’ loss contributed towards Borough 
losing their unbeaten home record and assisted lowly 
Halesowen in their battle against relegation.

The visitors played much better than expected given their 
league position, but must have been surprised at the ease 
with which they overcame the home side. One reason was 
that they adapted to the muddy pitch much better than the 
home side, who allowed the conditions to be their master.

After James’ injury Slater went to centre-forward and Grove 
operated on the right wing, but even though the home side 
made a few raids into enemy territory, they were so ragged 
and disjointed that goals looked anything but likely.

Hansen was to blame for Halesowen’s first goal in the 13th 
minute. When the ball was pushed across to his side of the 
field he had ample time to move forward and kick away. 
Instead he stood still – and a second later Bedford had the 
ball in the Borough net.
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A short while afterwards Grove made an opening for 
Millerchip to shoot home the equaliser. In the last minute of 
the half Halesowen went ahead with a great goal by Bedford, 
who slammed in a great shot from outside the penalty 
area. Meigh made a brave effort to save and pushed the ball 
against the underside of the goal angle from which it went 
into the net.

It was nine minutes after half-time when, following a cross by 
Roberts, Dugmore netted a disputed goal from what looked 
like an offside position, which settled the issue.

Even making every allowance for James’ absence, this was a 
very poor, thoroughly unconvincing Borough exhibition. They 
will have to pull up their socks if the “gates” are not to fall to 
an even more desperately low figure.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 16-02-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Palmer, Whitcroft, Slater, Millerchip and Jessop.
Banbury: Spencer; Bennett and Dodds; Harris, Shaw and Barker; Skull, 
McGarrity, Powell, North and Evans.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Few people could have expected anything other than a defeat 
following Borough appalling display against Halesowen. But 
Borough had other ideas and they gained ample revenge for 
their league and Senior Cup defeats against Banbury.

Encouraged by a Whitcroft goal after just five minutes, 
Borough without Stan James and Carrington went on to 
make mincemeat of Banbury and confounded their critics 
with a remarkable display of football in a sea of mud.

The game was a triumph for two of Borough’s veteran 
forwards. Returning to the inside-right position after that 
better forgotten display at right-half the week before Tommy 
Whitcroft hit the highspots with four admirably taken goals.

Bill Jessop got the other two to cap a very fine left-wing 
display. No doubt the left-winger will be the first to admit, 
however, that it was young Millerchip who kept him so 
much in the picture. On this showing Millerchip looks like 
developing into a very useful player.

Palmer, deputising for the injured Stan James, started off 
shakily and to begin with seemed afraid to hold the ball. 
But having paved the way for his side’s opening goal, the 
Reserves’ winger had a hand in the scoring of three of the 
others, despite the fact that he was far from well.

Whitcroft started the move which led to Borough’s opening 
goal with a pass to Palmer. Palmer’s cross was turned back 
to Whitcroft by Slater and the inside-right’s perfectly-placed 
shot left the goalkeeper standing.

The second goal came in the 16th minute. Millerchip beat two 
men near the right-wing touchline and then pushed the ball 
ahead of Slater. The centre-forward squared the ball across 

goal and, running in, Jessop shot into the net. Ten minutes 
later left-back Hansen put across field to Corbett. The latter 
pushed the ball ahead of Whitcroft who just beat Dodd for 
possession and slipped the ball to Palmer. The right-winger 
beat the whole defence with his low centre, which ran right 
across goal to the onrushing Jessop, who again beat Spencer 
with a fast, low cross-shot. Two minutes before half-time 
Palmer and Slater paved the way for a second Whitcroft goal.

Four minutes after half-time, with the Banbury defence 
in another hopeless tangle, Palmer crossed a beauty and 
Whitcroft had little difficulty in nodding Borough’s fifth goal. 
A few minutes later Whitcroft rounded off the scoring with 
another fine shot.

Borough supporters haven’t had much to shout about this 
season. They had plenty to enthuse over on against Banbury 
for every one of their six goals was beautifully worked and 
finely executed.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 23-02-1957 
Atherstone: Avery; Gaylor and Duggins; Mooney, Cresswell and Davies; 
Phillips, Bayles, McKaig, R. Brown and D. Brown.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Palmer, Whitcroft, Slater, Millerchip and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road to take on 
Atherstone Town in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

If Borough hit top form against Banbury, they took a slide to 
somewhere near the bottom rung of the ladder on Saturday 
and received a beating, thanks largely to the fine constructive 
work of the “Adders” inside-right Peter Bayles. Unlike the 
Banbury game, this was not totally one-sided, but the 
“Adders” had forwards who knew how to cotton on to the 
long upfield pass or lob; Borough did not start using the long 
ball until after the change of ends by which time Atherstone 
had established a 3-1 lead.

Up to that period the visitors vainly tried to push the ball 
through the snow-coated mud. These tactics did not come 
off. Nor did they deserve to, for they were least likely to 
succeed with the ground in such an appalling condition.

Generally speaking, Borough gave one of their typical away 
displays. Except for occasional flashes of football, they looked, 
indeed were, a poor side. Their defence was often guilty of 
glaring mistakes, while the forwards sadly lacked bite near goal. 
Palmer, Whitcroft and Slater did very little indeed. Millerchip 
was easily the best forward and once again proved himself an 
intelligent inside-forward. It was because of his inside partner’s 
promptings, that Jessop was the next best forward.

Atherstone went ahead in the ninth minute when McKaig beat 
Reeves and crossed the ball for Ray Brown to score with ease. 
At 25 minutes Harvey sent Jessop away. The winger pushed 
the ball to Slater and the centre-forward passed to Whitcroft 
who netted with a low drive to level the scores.

At 34 minutes Bayles rounded Reeves to shoot hard and 
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low past Meigh, who was probably unsighted by defenders. 
Just over a minute later McKaig pushed the ball through the 
middle. Dunn tried to put the ball back to his own goalkeeper. 
The ball stopped short and left Don Brown with an easy 
chance to make the score 3-1. Nine minutes after half-time 
Ray Brown made an opening for McKaig to score the “Adders” 
fourth goal. Then following some incredible Borough misses, 
Bayles supplied the long pass through the middle from which 
McKaig rounded off the scoring.

There was just no excuse for this very poor Borough display. 
They played some first-class football on a heavy pitch the week 
before. This time, however, they showed little idea of how to 
play in almost identical conditions. Which is most puzzling.

 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 02-03-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Palmer, Whitcroft, Slater, Millerchip and Jessop.
Brierley Hill: Marson; Edwards and Tibbetts; Smart, Lewis and Poyser; 
Bowen, Ramshaw, Maiden, Vaughan and Corbet.

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

Borough are no great shakes these days; their form is much 
too inconsistent to be impressive, but they were much too 
good for the Alliance, who were fortunate not to concede 
even more goals, for in addition to scoring their seven goals, 
Borough missed enough easy chances to have taken their 
tally into double figures.

It must be pointed out that for more than half the game, 
the Alliance had nine sound men and two cripples. Centre-
half Lewis was injured and moved to outside-right and then 
centre-forward, while goalkeeper Marson damaged his back 
trying to save a Corbett scoring free-kick and after leaving the 
field for a while came out in the second-half to play the rest 
of the game at outside-left. These injuries did not do Alliance 
any favours, but they were already 3-0 down by that time.

Borough’s goal only once came under threat when a shot 
came crashing in towards the Borough goal, but Meigh put 
it over the bar and into safety in brilliant style. Borough 
won the game without playing anything like so cleverly, so 
convincingly, as when they beat Banbury a fortnight before. 
Which only goes to show how poor was the opposition.

Borough opened their account in the ninth minute when 
Corbett fed Whitcroft. The latter, with a yawning net ahead 
of him, put the ball straight to goalkeeper Marson, but before 
the latter could get the ball away he – and the ball – were 
bundled into the net by Slater. The second goal came in the 
15th minute, when Whitcroft squared the ball across goal to 
Jessop who slammed it home.

The best goal of the match came ten minutes before half-time 
when Corbett cracked home a real beauty from a free-kick 25 
yards out. It was in a desperate effort to save this shot that 
Marson was injured. Twenty-two minutes after the change 

of ends, Palmer’s centre was turned to Slater by Whitcroft, 
and the centre-forward scored easily. At 80 minutes Jessop 
passed inside to Millerchip, who netted with a fast low drive. 
A minute later a Brierley defender handled in the penalty 
area and Slater got his third goal and his side’s sixth from the 
penalty spot. Three minutes from the end Jessop’s perfect 
cross was headed through by Slater to complete the scoring.

This was a useful without being brilliant Borough 
performance against poor opposition.

 Rugby Town v Nuneaton Borough 09-03-1957 
Rugby: McCormack; Llewellyn and Hargrave; Brews, Livie and Brown; 
Roberts, Duggins, Awde, Taft and French.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Palmer, Whitcroft, Slater, Millerchip and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Rugby Town for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 fixture.

The main difference between the two sides was “luck”. Even 
the most fervent Rugby supporter will concede it was a 
really good game to watch, and that the greatest difference 
between the two sides was good fortune. For even when 
Rugby were leading 3-1, much against the run of play, Rugby 
manager Bobby Davidson was so hot and bothered about 
the persistent Borough pressure that he was bobbing up and 
down in his stand seat signalling to his players how many 
minutes there remained to play.

The score had no real relation to how the game actually went 
and Borough supporters are no doubt still wondering why, 
whereas George Awde had scored an opening Rugby goal 
from what looked like an offside position, Borough should 
have had two seemingly good goals disallowed for offside.

Borough’s first offside goal was a tragedy for the visitors. 
Taking a pass on the left wing, Fred Slater flashed a real 
beauty into the back of the Rugby net. But to the utter 
chagrin of Borough supporters the referee disallowed the 
goal for an offside against Whitcroft, who was 20 or 30 yards 
away, not interfering with play in the slightest.

Three minutes later in the 17th minute, a long through ball 
found George Awde unmarked in what certainly appeared 
an offside position. The whistle did not sound and the 
Rugby leader took advantage of an easy opening to beat the 
advancing Meigh and put his side into the lead.

Palmer took advantage of a splendid Slater centre to level the 
scores eight minutes before half-time, and seeing too, that 
Borough would have the wind at their backs in the second-
half, the visitors seemed well-placed at the half-way stage.

Borough came out fighting after the break and for 15 minutes 
or so, Rugby were penned in. It was during this period that 
Borough lost the game. First Slater missed from a Jessop cross 
and then McCormack saved brilliantly from a great Corbett 
drive. Palmer missed the easiest chance of the lot from a 
Jessop corner kick. Whitcroft also missed a good chance.
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Then came tragedy for the Borough with two Rugby goals in 
less than four minutes. Twenty-two minutes after the break, 
Taft foxed the Borough defence by allowing a low French 
corner kick to pass through his legs. The ball crossed the face 
of the Borough goal. Awde missed with a right foot swing. 
Luckily the ball lifted, stuck his chest, and then dropped to his 
left foot. This time the centre-forward made no mistake.

Three minutes later Rugby struck again. French driving home 
first-time a cross from the right. Though 3-1 down Borough 
again struck back and gave the Rugby defence plenty to think 
about and Slater went close on two occasions.

Five minutes from the end Dunn was penalised for bringing 
down Duggins in the penalty area, for Meigh to dive to the 
right and palm away Brews’ penalty kick. Almost on time, 
Whitcroft failed to clear a low cross from the left, and nipping 
in Roberts found the net just inside the post.

 Nuneaton Borough v Burton Albion 16-03-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Reeves; Corbett, Pountney and Harvey; 
Palmer, Bradshaw, Slater, Millerchip and Jessop.
Burton: Townsend; Wright and Poppett; Ramage, Hadfield and McAdam; 
Griffiths, Betteridge, Bullock, Stamps and McLaren.

Borough welcomed Burton Albion to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Borough’s display against Burton was a perfect example of 
how to throw away points. For most of the game they were 
hotly attacking the Albion goal, but when it came to scoring, 
well they hadn’t got an idea. Although two goals down at 
half-time, having had slightly more of the game than their 
opponents, Borough went on to dominate the second-half 
exchanges. The Albion were mostly defending from half-
time, but it was not until five minutes from the end that Bill 
Townsend was in any trouble, when a header by Slater from 
a Palmer cross flashed the wrong side of the post with the 
goalkeeper beaten.

That so many centres should have crossed the Albion 
goalmouth without a goal being scored was proof of the utter 
wretchedness of Slater and his inside partners. It wasn’t a 
case of the forwards being off target, but rather of forwards 
completely devoid of shooting ability.

There was an element of luck about both of Burton’s goals. 
The first after about 20 minutes, came from a McLaren 
corner kick. Meigh seemingly went down a little too soon to 
Bullock’s header and the ball hit a bump and went over his 
body into the net near the post. 

Reeves, quite unnecessarily gave away the free-kick which led 
to Burton’s second goal almost on half-time. He went tearing 
after a ball and put it into touch with his hands. He could 
have headed it out of play or let it run out, but instead used 
his hands. Wright, who took the free-kick, lofted the ball into 
the goalmouth. Stamps misheaded the ball which, luckily for 
the Albion, went straight to Bullock. In an unmarked position 

somewhere near the penalty spot the Albion leader had time 
to kill the ball and then swing round and drive a low shot into 
the net well out of Meigh’s reach.

If points were awarded for the amount of pressure exerted on 
opponent’s goals Borough would have won this game hands 
down. Unfortunately for them only goals can bring points. 
And they seldom if ever looked like getting them. For that 
reason they lost – and deservedly so.

Borough FC Directors Happy?
There seems no doubt at all that Nuneaton Borough 
FC directors will be very happy indeed about the initial 
results of the “Save The Club” scheme.

Indeed, it may safely be said they are more than a little 
surprised at the splendid response, for though they felt 
their supporters and townspeople generally could be 
relied upon not to see the club go out of existence, the 
immediate success of the scheme was something they 
dared hardly contemplate, however much it might have 
been hoped for.

At the end of the month, the club has to indicate whether 
or not it intends to carry on in the Birmingham League. 
Not so long ago a “yes” seemed extremely doubtful.

Now, there should be no question at all what the answer 
will be – that the club will carry on. This is as it should 
be, for had the club ceased to function, it would have 
been a tragedy – a blot on the town’s good name.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 30-03-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Harvey; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
Wheatley, Carrington, Slater, Millerchip and Jessop.
Bromsgrove: Farrow; Purcell and Williams; A. Wainwright, J. Wainwright 
and Bolton; Punter, Coldrick, Smith, Robinson and Jakeman.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

It was the old, old story so far as Borough were concerned. 
Except for two efforts by Slater, and one each by Jessop and 
Carrington, they seldom looked like getting goals. Often – that 
is until the Rovers obtained their two goals – Borough got 
near enough to the Bromsgrove goal to have caused plenty of 
trouble, but when it came to rounding off their moves – well, the 
forwards, as is becoming customary these days, had little idea.

The Bromsgrove goal had its luckiest escape in the 13th 
minute when Carrington raced clean through and as the 
goalkeeper came out, turned the ball beautifully out of his 
reach only to see it strike the far post of the empty goal and 
rebound to a defender who scraped the ball away.

A goal then might have put a different aspect on the game, 
for at that time Borough were playing the better football and 
doing more pressing than their opponents. It was cruel luck 
on Carrington and his side, for seeing that they got a goal two 
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minutes after half-time, had Carrington’s shot found the net 
Borough would have been leading by two goals.

Borough took the lead when, following a pass by Corbett and 
a scramble in the goalmouth, Millerchip put the ball in the net. 
After 61 minutes Bromsgrove forced a corner – or rather Peter 
Reeves conceded a flag kick. The ball came across from the 
right and while the Borough defenders seemed fastened to the 
ground, up went Smith to turn the ball into the far corner of the 
net with his head. Reeves had move across to mark the tall Joe 
Wainwright and left the centre-forward unmarked.

Two minutes later, Bromsgrove had another corner on the 
right. This time both of the Wainwrights went upfield. The ball 
came across in exactly the same fashion as the one just before, 
and from precisely the same position from which Smith had 
scored, and again while the Borough defenders appeared 
rooted to the ground, up went Arthur Wainwright and again the 
ball flew into the far corner of the net off the wing-half’s head.

Meigh was not blameless in both instances, as the successful 
headers were both very close to him. These two quick goals 
were too much for Borough. They went from bad to worse; 
from a team with a few ideas to a team with no idea at all. 
The defence became panicky and sent up the distress signal 
almost every time the Rovers harassed them.

The loss of two more home points has further worsened 
Borough’s position so far as the possibility of relegation is 
concerned. And if they can’t do any better than this; if they 
throw in the sponge so readily as they did after getting behind in 
this match, then the possibility of going down into the Second 
Division is a menace which has to be faced fairly and squarely.

Borough FC To Carry On
Borough FC directors have announced that the club will 
continue in membership of the Birmingham and District 
League and the Warwickshire Combination next season.

 Aston Villa A v Nuneaton Borough 06-04-1957 
Villa A: Jones; Price and Ashfield; Noakes, Johnson and Elias; 
Hinchcliffe, Lawton, Dorsett, Atkinson and Roberts.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Harvey; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
Palmer, Carrington, Slater, Pountney and Jessop.

Borough travelled to Halesowen to take on Aston Villa A in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

After 20 minutes’ play, with Villa leading 2-0, it appeared as 
though Borough were headed for yet another away defeat. 
Then the Villa were struck a cruel blow. Outside-left Ken 
Roberts, former first-team inside forward, who was having a 
try-out after a long absence through injury, went down and 
had to be carried from the field. Nine minutes later Johnson, 
the home centre-half, got in the way of a Fred Slater shot and 
he too went off. Neither player came back on again.

Due to this misfortune the pendulum immediately swung 

away from Villa and in favour of the Borough. But, so poor 
were Borough’s efforts that even when faced by only nine 
men they never looked like reducing the lead – at any rate not 
before half-time.

Villa’s nine men came out after half-time and gave the 
Borough defence a very hectic time and increased their 
lead to 3-0. But the absence of Roberts and Johnson quickly 
began to tell its tale and when, for the first time in the game, 
Borough began to open out – to use the long ball and find 
their men and Villa were in trouble.

Villa owed their early superiority to the sharp-shooting of 
Dickie Dorsett. He didn’t have more than half-a-dozen shots 
at the Borough goal throughout, yet he completed a hat-trick. 
His first two goals in the first-half were pot shots pure and 
simple. Twice he found himself in front of the Borough goal 
unmarked by Reeves, and each time he left Meigh helpless 
with perfectly placed shots.

When he scored his side’s third goal five minutes after half-
time, Atkinson made all the running. He broke clean through 
on the left and when Jack Dunn missed him with his tackle, the 
inside-left slipped the ball inside to Dorsett – and that was that.

Tommy Whitcroft had as much to do with his side’s revival 
as anybody, for not only did he open their account, but he 
was always up with the forwards having a crack at goal. 
His scoring shot was on its way into the net when it struck 
Pountney, who was tearing across goal and left Jones even 
more helpless, as the ball entered the opposite end of the 
goal. A few minutes later another hot attack on the Villa goal 
ended in Slater ramming home an unstoppable ground shot. 
Slater rounded off the scoring when a Jessop centre was 
diverted by Pountney to the centre-forward, who merely had 
to force the ball over the line.

However fortunate they were – or rather however unfortunate 
Villa were – this was a valuable Borough point.

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 13-04-1957 
Bromsgrove: Farrow; Purcell and Williams; A. Wainwright, J. Wainwright 
and Bolton; Punter, Humphreys, Smith, Robinson and Jakeman.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Harvey; Corbett, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Carrington, Slater, Pountney and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Bromsgrove Rovers for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

No doubt encouraged by the return of Stan James, the 
visitors played some of their best football for weeks. Granted 
it wasn’t sustained; that it came in fits and starts, but many a 
time they split wide open the Bromsgrove defence, which was 
more than they could manage in their previous encounters 
this season.

It was because they forgot their football and began to mix it 
with the home side that Borough took the first step to defeat. 
While they were playing football, Borough were every bit as 
good as the home side; when they began to join in the spoiling 
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tactics, Bromsgrove got on top, and two goals in three minutes 
mid-way through the half sealed Borough’s fate.

After such a long lay off through injury, Stan James was 
obviously a little apprehensive and seemed inclined to hang 
back, waiting for the loose ball. In this way he made quite a 
useful contribution to the game and gave indications that he 
will soon be at his best again.

Bromsgrove held the trump card, however, in Punter, their 
fast-moving, go-ahead outside-right, who scored the Rovers’ 
first goal and made the other two. It was after 20 minutes 
play that a Jakeman corner kick swung right across the face 
of the Borough goal to Punter, who banged home a beauty 
past Meigh. Two minutes later, from a Jessop corner kick, 
Farrow could not properly parry a Slater shot and although 
a defender tried to kick away, the ball was well over the line 
before he could do so.

Twenty minutes after half-time, Punter broke through on 
the right and crossed the ball for Jakeman to score, and a 
little more than a minute later Punter again got through, and 
taking advantage of some indecision on the part of Harvey 
and Whitcroft, got the ball across for Robinson to score an 
easy third goal.

There were definite signs of improvement in Borough’s midfield 
and approach work, but when it came to finishing off these 
moves, once again they fell down and paid the penalty.

Borough FC To Sink Or Swim
Player-manager To Be Appointed
It is sink or swim for Nuneaton Borough FC next season. 
At a meeting of the club directors when future policy was 
discussed, it was considered that those people contributing 
to the new competition would welcome a bold policy after 
the financial rebuff of the past two seasons.

The directors therefore agreed to advertise at once for a 
player-manager, whose duty it will be to build up a side for 
next season, and take charge of it. It was felt that such a 
move was more likely than any other to re-create interest in 
the club’s activities.

Valuable Help
Such a move would have been quite impossible but for the 
valuable outside help the club is now receiving.

A player-manager would require at least a twelve-month 
contract, so if the outside support were to cease or fall 
appreciably, the club would quickly find itself in trouble. That is 
why this new move may be described as a “sink or swim” policy.

To avoid having to find a house for a player-manager, the 
directors are hopeful of getting someone living sufficiently 
near to Nuneaton to be able to travel to Nuneaton to conduct 
the evening training sesssions, and with that end in view, 
they are asking all English League clubs in the area to 
acquaint their players of the impending appointment

Untrue
Incidentally, reports at the weekend that “the fact that 
Nuneaton players knew only four of them were being 
retained for next season – Meigh, Dunn, Harvey and Reeves – 
was all too evident about the display which the Borough gave 
at Bromsgrove...” were quite untrue.

The players could not have known that only the players 
mentioned in the newspaper reports were being retained 
because at that time the directors had not even discussed 
which players should be retained and which should be 
allowed to go. That the statement was quite unofficial as well 
as being untrue, is to be explained to the players before the 
Good Friday game at Burton.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 19-04-1957 

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 encounter.

Playing the better football at Burton on Good Friday, Borough 
deservedly won 3-2. Their scorers were Corbett, Slater and 
Whitcroft. Carrington, after netting from a penalty, shot wide 
when it was ordered to be retaken.

A Gamble
The announcement that Nuneaton Borough FC directors 
are to advertise immediately for a player-manager for next 
season will be welcomed by all local soccer enthusiasts.

After two very bad years financially, this is a bold move, 
but the directors have been prompted to take it by the 
encouraging response made to what may be called the 
“Save The Club” competition.

It is pointed out, however, that there is a big risk attached 
to the impending appointment, inasmuch that once 
a contract has been entered into with a player to take 
charge of the team, that contract will of course be binding 
whether the appointment proves a success or not.

It is therefore imperative that whatever happens 
townspeople should continue to support the club 
financially because, quite obviously, without that assistance 
the appointment would bring complete and utter disaster.

The club is taking a big gamble – a gamble which 
everybody hopes will succeed.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lockheed 20-04-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Hansen; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Wheatley, Carrington, Slater, Whitcroft and Jessop.
Lockheed: Lines; Jones and Lane; Knight, Hawker and Lewis; Hawkins, 
Grimwood, Savage, Dutton and Burrows.

Borough welcomed Lockheed to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League encounter. It was watched by one of the 
smallest ever crowds for a holiday fixture.
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This was nothing like the Borough of the day before, but 
much more like the side that has been labouring so painfully 
for so long now. Lockheed did not improve matters by using 
spoiling tactics, and the only reason they kept themselves 
in the game was because of the generosity of the Borough 
forwards, who once again did enough pressing to have won 
hands down. But when it came to getting goals – well, once 
again they had little or no idea.

The winning goal was scored from the penalty spot. It was 
difficult to tell whether Slater fell or was pushed, but referee 
Bladen gave Borough a spot kick, and recalled as penalty 
taker, Bill Jessop hit the ball home.

Not a great deal was seen of the “Brakes” until late in the 
game when, encouraged by Borough’s lethargic display, 
they began to exert pressure in an effort to save the game. 
They failed because if Borough had no marksmen then most 
certainly Lockheed hadn’t.

Borough had one very weak spot – at left-back where 
Hansen had a very poor game. But for the covering of Reeves 
and Harvey this weakness might have cost the home side 
valuable points. Taking the place of Palmer (injured at 
Burton), Wheatley did one or two clever things but generally 
fiddled around while Rome burned.

Lines kept a very good goal for Lockheed and was their 
outstanding performer. Little was seen of two players who 
were expected to cause trouble – Dutton and Burrows.

 Halesowen Town v Nuneaton Borough 22-04-1957 
Halesowen: Clifton; Hunt and Smaile; Sims, Jones and Basterfield; 
Roberts, Bedford, Dugmore, Guest and Overton.
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Pountney; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Wheatley, Carrington, Slater, Bickham and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Halesowen Town for an Easter 
Monday Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

This game should have given Borough their easiest win of 
the holiday. Instead, it resulted in the visitors’ only defeat 
this Easter. That they should have lost after having so many 
easy scoring chances seemed almost unbelievable. Nobody 
who saw the game can deny that Borough missed five sitters 
– Carrington three and Bickham two. Before Halesowen got 
anywhere near scoring, Borough got a goal and missed two 
more simple chances.

After only three minutes’ play a cross by Jessop and a header 
by Slater, enabled Carrington to score easily. In the next ten 
minutes or so, the inside-right missed easy chances after 
being put right through. On the second occasion Bickham 
split the home defence with a beautiful pass and Carrington 
had only the goalkeeper to beat, but scooped the ball over 
the top.

Then Halesowen struck back with a real opportunist goal. 
Pountney, playing at left-back, lost the ball which was pushed 
forward to Dugmore who, after bobbing and weaving through 

the Borough defence, beat Meigh with a great shot. After that 
Bickham screwed the ball wide of an empty Halesowen net. 
So at half time it was 1-1 instead of 4-1.

Halesowen did better in the second half, doubtless encouraged 
by Borough’s shortcomings in front of goal. Twenty-five 
minutes after half-time Bickham broke through and from six 
yards range shot straight at goalkeeper Clifton. A few minutes 
later Pountney came right through with the ball and his cross 
left Carrington with another great chance. Again he failed.

A quarter-of-an-hour from the end, Halesowen forced a 
corner and centre-half Jones who, since before the interval 
had been operating at outside-left because of a cut over the 
eye, headed through to put the home side ahead – a lead 
which they had little difficulty in holding against the feeble 
Borough attempts at retaliation.

Although Bickham missed two easy scoring chances as 
deputy to the injured Whitcroft, he gave a most promising 
first-half display and his well-placed passes were a constant 
source of worry to the Halesowen defence. If Halesowen 
escape relegation as a result of this victory they should send 
a special vote of thanks to the Borough forwards for missing 
a whole series of scoring chances, especially in the first-half 
when they were right on top.

 Lockheed v Nuneaton Borough 25-04-1957 
Lockheed: Lines; Jones and Lane; Upton, Hawker and Lewis; Hawkins, 
Knight, Dutton, Robertson and Burrows.

Borough made the journey to Leamington to take on 
Lockheed in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough were on the wrong end of a 4-1 scoreline.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 27-04-1957 
Borough: Meigh; Dunn and Pountney; Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; 
Wheatley, Carrington, Slater, Whitcroft and Jessop.
Atherstone: Avery; Gaylor and Duggins; Mooney, Cresswell and Davies; 
Phillips, Lovatt, McKaig, R. Brown, D. Brown.

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

The medicine was as distasteful as ever on Saturday, and 
those staunch supporters who have stomached so much 
punishment in the shape of poor football fare this season, 
will be relieved now that it is all over, for the present at any 
rate. They are no doubt hoping for a tonic next campaign.

This was a game of greatly fluctuating fortunes. Borough started 
as though they were in a stupor and with luck the “Adders” 
might have been three goals up in the first ten minutes.

Twice McKaig broke through the wide open Borough defence 
– and twice Meigh saved the situation by leaving his goal. He 
was lucky the second time, for after he had partially cleared 
the ball, while he was still out of goal a forward shot against 
the bar. And shortly afterwards, in another terrific scramble, 
both Dunn and Harvey very nearly put through their own net.
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Borough had a goal disallowed in the 28th minute, following 
an opening created by Corbett, Whitcroft beat Avery with a 
fast ground shot. It was not until the ball was in the back of 
the net that the referee blew for some obscure infringment.

Twelve minutes later, from a Corbett pass, and a return 
centre by Jessop, Carrington put Borough ahead. Then 
came a stroke of luck for the “Adders.” A free kick was placed 
beautifully by Corbett, and up went Slater to head the ball 
against the inside of a post from which it rebounded into play 
and was kicked away.

It took the “Adders” only a minute after half-time to draw 
level. A long ball up the right wing was chased by centre-
forward McKaig. Reeves went with him and reached the 
ball first but lost it. McKaig seized on it, turned and squared 
the ball in front of goal for Phillips to beat Meigh from close 
range. For a long time after that it was anybody’s game, and 
the odds were that the result would be a 1-1 draw.

Then, in the 68th minute, during a scramble near the Borough 
goal, the referee penalised Harvey and awarded Atherstone 
a spot kick from which Mooney scored. Though they had 
several opportunities afterwards of levelling the scores, 
Borough seldom looked like saving the game – because they 
hadn’t a single forward who knew how to shoot.

Two minutes from the end Pountney collected the ball tried 
to dribble an opponent, lost the ball and then fouled the 
Atherstone player. Although this happened fully 35 yards 
from goal, Mooney scored with a beautifully placed drive to 
settle the issue.

This was the same old Borough – a Borough with no 
objective, an almost shot-less Borough; a Borough which, 
once in arrears showed little sign of fight. It was a relief to 
hear the whistle sound for the last time this season – the 
worst the club has ever experienced. Supporters now know 
what it is to watch a losing side.

Season Review 1956-57
If Borough, after winning the championship the previous 
season, had been relegated this campaign, they could have 
blamed more than anything else the inability of the forwards 
to capitalise on the many scoring chances they had. It is no 
exaggeration to say that had Borough scored from half the easy 
opportunities that presented themselves, they would have 
finished in the first three or four places in the league table.

Dozens of points have been thrown away through rank 
bad finishing. Game after game was lost after the team had 
enjoyed a marked territorial advantage. The chief offenders 
were undoubtedly Fred Slater and Les Carrington, both of 
whom showed a marked falling off in form compared with the 
previous season.

During the season just ended their total “bag” was 28, 
Carrington’s contribution being five goals. Though Slater with 
23 goals was again leading scorer, he was but a shadow of his 

former self and missed many glaring openings. Carrington faded 
right away and on several occasions was omitted from the side.

In one respect Borough were unlucky – in losing Stan James 
and Mick Snowball. The right-winger was injured against 
Halesowen and played only one first team game afterwards; 
Snowball broke a leg in the first minute of the game at Banbury 
on December 29 and was out of the rest of the season.

BIg Blow
the loss of two such keen and enthuiastic clubmen was a 
big blow – one from which the side never recovered, for 
neither position was adequately filled afterwards, although 
Harvey could always be relied upon to do his best at left-
back. Palmer, until he got injured, and Wheatley were very 
moderate substitutes for the fast, go-ahead James.

Tommy Whitcroft was often called upon to fill one of the inside-
forward positions in an effort to put more “go” and punch into 
the attack, and though he has slowed down appreciably, he 
was by no means a failure in that he collected 14 goals. Bill 
Jessop was probably the most consistent of the forwards and 
Bill has no superior in the league at crossing the ball.

Defence Suffered
There is no question at all that the defence suffered from the 
inability of the forwards to get goals, in that encouraged by 
the misses of the Borough forwards, visiting teams often hit 
back and snatched match-winning goals.

Peter Reeves has played many fine games at centre-half, but 
often lacked “devil” and occasionally was caught the wrong 
side of the centre-forward. Arthur Corbett has his critics – 
but nobody can say that he is not a worker. Indeed, if other 
players had shown the same determination, quite a few 
games which were lost might have been won.

Lack Of Fight
Towards the end of the season there was an obvious lack of 
fight, and once the team got behind – well, there was very 
little chance of recovery.

John Dunn was probably the best “find” of the season. 
Although tailing off a little towards the end of the season, the 
big Bulkington player had an auspicious first season with the 
club. Borough have not been happily placed with regard to 
goalkeepers. Following his illness and one or two shakings, 
including a broken nose, Arthur Barber, for so long a Borough 
stalwart, completely failed to recover his old form.

He was displaced by the big Davies who, however, proved no 
improvement. Into the breach stepped Meigh who, though 
rendering the club yeoman service found his lack of inches 
troublesome when the ball was in the vicinity of the crossbar.

Needs Strengthening
There can be no argument about the fact that the team needs 
strengthening appreciably if next season the club is to live 
up to its reputation of being one of the best in this class of 
football. The first need is inside forwards and it will be the job 
of the new player-manager to get them. A new spearhead to 
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the attack is vital – someone who can get goals as Fred Slater 
did two seasons ago. Inside men who not only can hold the 
ball but who know where the net lies, are also badly needed.

Another essential, I would venture, is a top-notch centre-
half. As has already been said, Reeves has done well in the 
position, but somebody is needed who will stand his ground 
and not allow himself to be pushed around.

A left full-back may also be required, for nobody can say 
whether Mick Snowball will ever recover his old form. Broken 
limbs are not easily forgotten. A goalkeeper as good as Arthur 
Barber used to be is also a “must.”

Greatest Need
So, to sum up, I would say that Borough’s greatest need for 
next season are three inside-forwards, a first-class pivot, a 
left-back and an experienced goalkeeper.

So far as actual playing results were concerned it was the 
club’s worst-ever season. Here is their full playing record:

P40 W14 D6 L20 F77 A81

In the 44 games Borough played the previous season they 
scored 124 goals against 65. This proves where the trouble 
this season has been, for in only four fewer games, fifty fewer 
goals have been scored. The defence has conceded 16 more 
goals in four fewer games, which is also a deterioration as 
compared with last season.

Goalscorers
Slater ............................................................23
Whitcroft.......................................................14
James  ..........................................................10
Jessop ........................................................... 9
Carrington  .................................................... 5
Grove  ............................................................ 4
Wright ............................................................ 3
Millerchip  ...................................................... 3
Corbett .......................................................... 2
Palmer  .......................................................... 1
Opponents  ................................................... 2
Total .............................................................77

On the whole it was a most trying season both for the directors 
and supporters. Too many players lost their form at the same 
time and an injection of new blood is vital for next season.

Borough FC And Player-Manager
Rumours that Bert Williams, the Wolves’ goalkeeper, is to 
be Borough FC’s player-manager are without foundation.

Two directors and the secretary interviewed an applicant 
for the post on Wednesday, and another applicant will 
be met tonight (May 17). Both have had considerable 
League experience.

Birmingham League
Final Table 1956-1957 
 P W D L F A Pts
Walsall Reserves 38 23  8  7 95  48 54
Bromsgrove 38 22  7  9 93  61 51
Tamworth 38 20  9  9 94  62 49
Burton 38 17 11 10 98  74 45
Rugby Town 38 19  7 12 80  68 45
Lockheed 38 16 10 12 84  65 42
Banbury Spencer 38 17  7 14 87  71 41
Aston Villa “A” 38 17  7 14 93  79 41
Bedworth Town 38 16  8 14 85  75 40
Brierley Hill Alliance 38 18  3 17 62  77 39
Wolves “A” 38 16  6 16 84  79 38
Atherstone Town 38 16  5 17 100  99 37
Worcester Reserves 38 14  7 17 82 107 35
Nuneaton Borough 38 14  6 18 76  75 34
Stourbridge 38 13  8 17 66  68 34
Shrewsbury Reserves 38 13  7 18 74  90 33
Oswestry 38 12  8 18 71  86 32
Halesowen 38 10  9 19 74  96 29
Brush Sports 38 10  7 21 59  80 27
Whitwick Colliery 38 6  2 31 42 139 14

Not Offered Terms By Borough FC
Among the players who have not been offered terms for next 
season by Nuneaton Borough FC for next season are Fred 
Slater, Les Carrington and Arthur Barber.

Two seasons ago Slater and Carrington netted 72 goals 
between them. Slater, the league’s leading goalscorer claiming 
50, and Carrington 22. This past season Slater scored 23 goals 
and Carrington five, both falling off badly in form.

Arthur Barber was the only survivor of the team which 
reached the third round of the FA Cup in the season 1949-50. 
He and Whitcroft were the club’s oldest servants. For five 
seasons Barber was as good as any goalkeeper in the league, 
indeed better than most of them, but a long illness followed 
by injury sapped his confidence and towards the end of the 
season he lost his place in both teams. The club will indeed 
be fortunate if it can secure a goalkeeper who will serve the 
club so faithfully and as well as Arthur Barber.

Re-Signed
Professional players re-signed are: J. Dunn, A. Corbett, 
S. James, P. Reeves, W. Jessop, E. Pountney, T. Whitcroft and 
M. Morgan. Amateurs re-signed are Meigh and Wood. Harvey 
hads not yet accepted the terms offered him...
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Bromsgrove Rovers – 4th 
Qualifying Round
Nuneaton welcomed Bromsgrove 
Rovers to Manor Park for a 4th 
Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Borough: Barber; Dunn and Snowball; 
Corbett, Reeves and Harvey; James, 
Carrington, Slater, Wright and Jessop.

Bromsgrove: Farrow; Purcell and Williams; 
A. Wainwright, J. Wainwright and Bolton; 
Punter, Bright, Humphries, Smith and 
Jakeman.

Luck plays a big part in football, 
especially in a needle FA Cup game like 
this one. And it was largely because 
they had the edge in this connection 
that Bromsgrove earned for themselves 
the right to enter the first round proper 
of the competition.

Bromsgrove’s biggest slice of luck – a 
stroke of real good fortune which came 
four minutes before half-time, a minute 
after Slater had headed the home side 
into a well-deserved lead.

Hardly before the cheering for Borough’s 
goal had died down, Bromsgrove’s right-
half, A. Wainwright, hit a ball high into 
the air goalwards. Aided by the wind the 
ball dropped wickedly bang in front of 
the Borough goal.

As it dropped, Bromsgrove forwards 
rushed in. Barber, who was hit by one 
of them, punched at the ball which 
struck Dunn and went into the net.

This was the Rovers’ biggest stroke of 
good fortune, for it not only put them 
on level terms, but pegged Borough 
back just when they appeared to be 
getting on top – just when they were 
really giving the Bromsgrove defence 
something to think about.

There can be little doubt that Borough 
were the better footballers. While they 
made any number of nicely executed 
moves, the Rovers largely relied on “hit 
and run” tactics, and it is perfectly true 
to say that about the only occasions 
they really troubled the Borough 
defence was when centre-half Joe 
Wainwright, landed a series of free-
kicks right into the goalmouth.

These free-kicks caused Borough more 
trouble than anything else except, 
maybe, when Joe Wainwright went 
upfield to use his great height on the 
award of corner kicks.

Indeed, it was from a corner kick nine 
minutes from time that Bromsgrove 
got the winning goal. Jakeman’s in-
swinging flag kick was too strong. It 
crossed over the heads of the players in 
the goalmouth and dropped at the feet 
of outside-right Punter, who netted with 
a great first-timer from 20 yards out.

It was one of those “hit or miss” shots 
which come off every now and then. It 
came off all right this time – and settled 
the issue in the Rovers’ favour.

But before the whistle went for time, 
the Bromsgrove goal had several very 
narrow shaves and there can be no 
question at all that the final whistle 
sounded as sweet music indeed to a 
harassed, bewildered Rovers’ defence 
which found touch as much as possible 
to help pass away those hectic dying 
minutes.

With better finishing in this vital period, 
Borough must have saved the game, 
indeed might so easily have snatched 
victory, for three times the Bromsgrove 
goal came within an ace of falling.

Once, James came inside and crossed 
the ball into a crowd of players. With 
the visiting defence all at sea the ball 
rolled the wrong side of the post with 
goalkeeper Farrow nowhere at hand. 

Then Slater chased a pass down 
the right and drew a back and the 
goalkeeper before crossing the ball in 
front of an empty net.

Here was a dream of a chance. But 
where were the other forwards, those 
forwards who are expected to move 
into the open spaces? Why, nowhere at 
hand! The nearest forward was Jessop 
and the ball was half way to the corner 
flag before he gained possession.

Wright, Carrington or Jessop should 
have moved into the middle when 
Slater went out to the right wing. this 
piece of bad play cost Borough an 

easy equaliser. Even so they should 
have forced a replay, for less than two 
minutes from the end James broke 
right through and cut in unchallenged 
to within a few yards of the Bromsgrove 
goal. With only the goalkeeper to 
beat, James badly misdirected his 
shot which was well off target. Time 
came with the Rovers still struggling 
desperately to keep Borough out.

Before these late escapes, Carrington 
had also missed a “sitter.”

Even the Bromsgrove officials agreed 
that luck had tipped the scales in the 
Rovers’ favour. Luck or no luck they 
got the verdict and so far as they were 
concerned that was all that really 
mattered.

Borough played well enough to have 
deserved at least a replay. Nobody 
could say that there was lack of fight 
on this occasion. Not only did they fight 
well, they played the better football. 
Again, however, there was that vital 
lack of “bite” near goal. They had more 
scoring chances than the Rovers but 
only managed to net once.

The best move of the match produced 
Borough’s goal. Wright secured the 
ball near the half-way line and made 
ground before putting a long ball 
through to Stan James. The right-
winger went on a short distance and 
then dropped the ball near the far 
upright for Slater to easily beat Farrow 
with a well-placed header.

In Peter Reeves Borough had the best 
player on the field. Humphries, the 
much-vaunted Rovers’ centre-forward, 
was played right out of the game by 
the  Borough pivot; who just didn’t 
give the Bromsgrove leader a chance. 
The centre-half barely put a foot wrong 
from start to finish. 

Snowball, too, had a good game and 
after a shaky start, Dunn again did 
some useful work in this, his first 
important test.

Bromsgrove did as expected. They 
fought all the way and having won, did 
all that was expected of them.
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Birmingham League Division 1: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1956-57   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.18 Stourbridge H L 1-0 James 3175
08.20 Brush Sports A L 0-3 
08.25 Bedworth Town A L 0-2 
08.27 Brush Sports H L 2-0 Wright, Jessop
09.01 Worcester City Reserves A L 2-5 Slater, Jessop
09.08 Wolves “A” H L 5-1 Slater (2), Carrington, Wright, James 2715
09.15 Shrewsbury Town Reserves A L 2-3 Slater (2)
09.22 Walsall Reserves H L 3-1 Carrington, James, Wright
09.29 Whitwick Colliery A L 0-1 
10.06 Stourbridge A L 1-0 James
10.13 Banbury Spencer A BSC2 0-4 
10.20 Tamworth A L 0-2 
10.27 Wolves “A” A L 0-0  2416
11.03 Bromsgrove Rovers H FAC4Q 1-2 Slater 5388
11.10 Whitwick Colliery H L 8-0  Slater (3), Whitcroft (2), James, 

Jessop, Pountney 1588
11.17 Worcester City Reserves H L 3-3 Slater (2), Meredith (o.g.) 2228
11.24 Aston Villa “A” H L 4-0 Whitcroft (2), James (2) 2284
12.01 Brierley Hill Alliance A L 1-2 Slater
12.08 Tamworth H L 2-2 Whitcroft, Deakin (o.g.) 2488
12.22 Bedworth Town   H L 4-3 Jessop, Slater (2), Carrington
12.25 Rubgy Town H L 1-1 Slater 1894
12.29 Banbury Spencer A L 1-4 Jessop
01.12 Oswestry Town   A L 2-2 Whitcroft, Grove
01.19 Shrewsbury Town Reserves H L 4-0 Grove (3), Whitcroft 1608
01.26 Oswestry Town   H L 2-1 James (2) 1816
02.02 Walsall Reserves A L 0-6 
02.09 Halesowen Town H L 1-3 Millerchip 1618
02.16 Banbury Spencer H L 6-0 Whitcroft (4), Jessop (2) 1786
02.23 Atherstone Town A L 1-5 Whitcroft
03.02 Brierley Hill Alliance H L 7-0 Slater (4), Jessop, Corbett, Millerchip 2108
03.09 Rugby Town A L 1-4 Palmer
03.16 Burton Albion H L 0-2  2618
03.30 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 1-2 Millerchip
04.06 Aston Villa “A” A L 3-3 Slater (2), Whitcroft
04.13 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 1-3 Slater
04.19 Burton Albion A L 3-2 Corbett, Slater, Whitcroft 3428
04.20 Lockheed H L 1-0 Jessop 1425
04.22 Halesowen Town A L 1-2 Carrington
04.25 Lockheed A L 1-4 Scorer Not Known
04.27 Atherstone Town H L 1-3 Carrington

KEY:  L = Birmingham League Div.1,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup
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Borough Player-Manager
Laurie Kelly, the Huddersfield Town and former Wolves’ 
defender, has been appointed player-manager of 
Nuneaton Borough FC.

Kelly, who lives at Wolverhampton, was transferred by 
the Wolves to Huddersfield Town for £12,000 six seasons 
ago, and until last season he was a regular first team 
man. He is on the transfer list at £4,500.

As he lives within easy reach of Nuneaton, Kelly will be able 
to undertake his new duties without moving to Nuneaton. 
He will have complete charge of the Borough team.

Borough have also secured the signatures of Bindley, 
a goalkeeper, formerly of Wolves and last season with 
Bilston, Division 2 champions; and White, a left-half from 
Hereford, the Southern League club.

Borough Supporters’ Club AGM
Although Nuneaton Borough FC drew some of the largest 
crowds in the league, the Supporters’ Club must be among 
the weakest, said the chairman of the club, Mr T. Aucott, at 
the annual general meeting on Thursday evening.

Mr Aucott expressed the hope that the new player-manager 
would bring success to the parent club and that this in turn 
would bring an increase in membership of the Supporters’ 
Club of both old and new members.

It was unfortunate, said Mr Aucott, that the Supporters’ Club 
could not boast of ground improvements as could Bedworth, 
Rugby and Hinckley. They had built stands for their 
supporters and had made other general improvements.

This year, for the first time since the inception of the 
Supporters’ Club, the parent club was not in any immediate 
need of financial assistance as the newly formed tote had 
met with a large measure of success, he said. With this in 
mind the club could now think about improvements to Manor 
Park. The present headquarters on the ground had served 
their purpose and it was now time to think of obtaining better 
premises. These would make for better social activities which 
would in turn bring more finance to the club.

Adequate
Referring to the possibility of carrying out improvements at 
Manor Park, Mr Roberts thought that the present amenities 
on the ground adequately catered for the present sized 
crowds. He pointed out that any improvements would 
certainly mean an increase on the rates.

Mr Roberts proposed that a sum of £277 should be given to 
the parent club making the total given this year up to £1,000.

Reserve Fund
This proposal was defeated in favour of a proposal made by 
Mr Smith that out of the £526 the club had available £400 

should be put into a reserve fund, the fund to be used in 
providing better amenities at Manor Park, and the remainder 
(£126) be kept for running expenses of the Supporters’ Club, 
with the proviso that should an emergency arise and the 
parent club needed financial assistance then it should receive 
it from the reserve fund.

A proposal that the secretary-treasurer, Mr W. L. Love, should 
receive an honorarium of 10gns. annually in recognition of his 
hard work for the club, was made by Mr A. Barnett and was 
agreed unanimously.

Mr T. Aucott was re-elected chairman; Mr W. L. Love, secretary 
and the committee was re-elected en-bloc.

Kelly On The Move
Laurie Kelly, Borough FC player-manager, is in contact 
with several players of League experience and 
contemplates being able to announce signings for next 
season in the next week or two.

One of the players he hopes to sign was formerly with a 
famous Midland Division 1 club. Another player who is 
expected to sign scored two fine goals against Borough 
at Manor Park last season.

Nuneaton Borough AFC, Ltd., AGM 1957
Club Saved By Outside Help
Last season Nuneaton Borough FC lost £2,172 12s. 1d. on 
actual football, despite the fact that players wages had been 
cut by about £600.

But this loss was more than offset by total donations of 
£2,850 1s. 8d. and the club was left with a balance of £202 
2s. 7d. The donations included £733 12s. 10d. from the 
Supporters’ Club and £1,397 from the Auxiliary Association, 
while up to the end of the season the new Supporters’ 
Association had donated £410. Gate receipts showed a drop 
of over £1,100.

These figures were disclosed in the financial statement 
presented at the annual meeting of the club this week.

Worst Ever Season
In his review of the year the chairman of the Board of 
Directors, Mr Reg Carris, said it was the club’s worst ever 
season, both financially and from the playing point of view. 
It was perfectly obvious that, following the loss the previous 
season, the club had been saved from extinction by the 
efforts of the Supporters’ Club and later by the “Tote.” The 
club needed an annual income of £5,000 to keep solvent.

Illness Of Directors
Mr Carris commented that it had been a most trying season, 
for in addition to the poor playing record, there had been 
the prolonged illness of three directors, Messrs. J. F. Lenton, 
JP, W. Barrs and F. J. Perry, and of the secretary Mr Percy 
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Osborne. Despite this they had managed to carry on thanks 
to the outside financial help, for which they were indeed 
most grateful.

With a better income, the directors had decided to go all out 
for a strong side for next season. He was certain they had done 
the right thing in appointing Laurie Kelly as player-manager.

Mr Carris was re-elected chairman, Mr F. J. Perry vice-
chairman. Mr Roy Tromans was elected hon. financial 
secretary and Mr P. Osborne was re-elected hon. secretary. 
The two retiring directors, Mr J. F. Lenton and Mr F. C. Carris 
were re-elected.

Messrs. H. Watkins and A. Barnett were re-elected life-
members in accordance with FA rules.

Borough FC Players Meet Their New Boss

Photo: Nuneaton Observer

In addition to announcing the signing of two forwards, 
Nuneaton Borough FC yesterday reported that Laurie Kelly 
(player-manager) had gone to Scotland hoping to sign a 
Scottish centre-forward who has played in English League 
football the past four seasons.

The two players signed are an inside-left, Tony Daley, aged 
22, who has been with Walsall and Stoke City, and a wing 
forward from the Wolves, Donald Howell. The latter should 
not be confused with Ronald Howells, who went to the 
Wolves from Borough.

Kelly met the players at Manor Park on Wednesday night 
and here he is seen extreme left with (left to right): Cannings, 
Bedford, Reeves, James, Whitcroft, Jessop and Pountney.

Kelly Got His Man
Laurie Kelly, Borough FC player-manager, who 
travelled to Scotland on the direction of the directors, 
succeeded in his mission and signed former St. Mirren 
centre-forward, Willie Muir, who last season played for 
Aldershot, the Third Division club.

Muir, who is 24 years of age, is 5ft. 10ins. tall and weighs 
121/2 stone. He will come to live in Nuneaton on August 8.

Kelly has also signed John Paxton, a full-back or half-
back, who in recent seasons has played regularly for 
Kidderminster’s Southern League side, and is an ex-
Wolves’ player.

Borough Trial Games and Signings
Borough players have been training for the past fortnight 
under the personal supervision of Laurie Kelly, player-
manager, who is a fully qualified FA coach and trainer Ben 
Wannacott. A change has been made from former seasons in 
that all the signed players will train at Manor Park.

Public and private trial matches have been arranged prior to 
the start of the season proper, and the first of the public trial 
games will be on Saturday, August 17, kick-off 3pm.

The final one will be on Monday evening, August 19, kick-off 
6.45pm. All the newly-signed players will be on view in both 
these matches.

The admission charge will be 6d., stand 6d. extra, and the 
proceeds will be given to charities.

The charges for admission to the ground for next season will 
be: 1st team matches: Ground, Adults 1s. 3d. boys 6d, stand 
1s. 3d. extra; 2nd team matches: Ground, adults 9d., boys 6d., 
stand 6d. extra.

Season tickets which are for ground and stand inclusive to 
all league matches both team will be £2 2s. These will be 
available by the weekend.

Here is a complete list of Borough signings to date:

Last season’s players who have re-signed: P. Meigh, goalkeeper; 
J. Dunn, right-back; M. Snowball, left-back; A. Corbett, right-
half; P. Reeves, centre-half; B. Wood, right-half; T. Whitcroft, 
left-half; S. James, outside-right; M. Morgan, centre-forward; 
E. Pountney, inside-left; W. Jessop, outside-left.

New players: L. Kelly, player-manager; S. Bradley, goalkeeper 
from Bilston; J. White, left-half from Hereford; J. Bedford, 
inside-right from Halesowen; L. Canning, centre-half 
ex-Villa and Northampton Town; A. Daley, inside-left from 
Stoke City; R. Howell, winger from Wolves; W. Muir, centre-
forward from Aldershot; J. Paxton, half-back, ex-Wolves and 
Kidderminster; R. Carter, forward from Bedworth; A. Hobday, 
right-half from Bedworth; B. J. Kearns, right-back, local; 
R. Finch, inside-left from Arley; G. Ashby, outside-right, 
local; J. Keeling, forward, local; R. Sherrif, outside-left, 
local; J. Moore, forward, from Arley; P. Sullivan, forward 
from Coventry.

Several other players have applied to the club for trials and 
these players will be given a trial in a series of private trial 
games.

Kelly Is Satisfied
Laurie Kelly, Borough FC’s new player-manager, is 
reasonably optimistic about the club’s prospects for next 
season after seeing the players in training. He feels the 
material for a useful playing side is there and all that is 
now required is the blending.

“It is my job to see that they players do blend,” he says.
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Death Of Tommy Hilditch
In his heyday one of the town’s 
best cricketers and footballers, 
Mr Tommy Hilditch, of King 
Edward Road, Nuneaton, died 
in the George Eliot Hospital on 
Tuesday night at the age of 72.

Right up to his last illness, 
Mr Hilditch retained a great 
interest in sport and was 
president of Attleborough 
Cricket Club.

A native of Sandbach, Cheshire, Mr Hilditch came to live at 
Nuneaton in 1906. He joined Nuneaton Cricket Club and 
played at Weddington in the days of Messrs J. H. Phillips, 
F. S. Clay and A. S. Clay. He could tell many stories of his 
early cricketing days when he “guested” with various 
squires and country gentlemen’s  teams in matches that 
were then part and parcel of English rural life.

He played for Warwickshire from 1906 to 1911, but 
could not spare time for regular county cricket. He also 
assisted the old Attleborough Mills.

Mr Hilditch was goalkeeper for Nuneaton Town FC in 
the days when their ground was at the rear of the old 
Newdegate Arms Hotel. He captained the side for six 
seasons during which time the club won the Birmingham 
Combination championship.

To the members of Attleborough CC he was affectionately 
know as “the manager.”

New Players Have Average Games

Although there was nothing in last Saturday’s trial match at 
Manor Park to suggest any great improvement on last season, 
Nuneaton Borough is confidently expecting to do much 
better things this season in the Birmingham League.

Obviously most of the new signings did not intend extending 

themselves, and they had but average games. Trial matches 
are apt to deceive, but on the face of things it would appear 
that player-manager Laurie Kelly, should be able to select a 
reasonably strong defence capable of doing well against the 
strongest possible attack.

All the new players gave a reasonable account of themselves, 
although no better than those of old campaigners Peter 
Reeves and Arthur Corbett. Mick Snowball, now happily 
recovered following the broken leg he sustained last season, 
and Tommy Whitcroft, although not back at their best, are 
also players still to be reckoned with.

Add to that list full-back Dunn, one of last season’s successes, 
who was unable to turn out in the trial as he was on 
holiday, and it will be seen that the Borough manager has 
much material from which to choose. This week, he must 
have thought hard and long in deciding his best defensive 
combination for the opening game at Hereford tomorrow.

If one defender had to be picked out surely it must be Reeves. 
He gave newcomer Willie Muir, the former Aldershot and St 
Mirren centre-forward, few opportunities to shine, though 
in fairness to the Scot he was poorly supported. On the odd 
occasions he escaped Reeves’ attentions he showed glimpses 
of some clever ball distribution.

Best of the inside-forwards on this showing was not one with 
a big reputation, but a young player named Clarke from the 
Staffordshire club, Armitage. This tall, well-made lad made 
quite a good impression with his powerful bursts. Another 
new boy, a small right-winger Garratley, also shaped well...

...It was good to see Stan James looking as though he has 
now fully recovered from the injury which marred his play 
for so much of last season, and Bill Jessop, still as accurate 
as ever with his left-wing crosses. By scoring three goals for 
the blue and whites, Eddie Pountney, the Griff and Coton 
fast bowler, showed he can get hat-tricks at soccer easier 
than at cricket...

1957-58

 Hereford United Res. v Nuneaton Borough 24-08-1957 
Hereford: Roberts; Watts and Chilvers; Griffiths, Morgan and Priddy; 
Jones, Prosser, Thompson, Hardiman and Judd.
Borough: Bradley; Paxton and Snowball; Canning, Reeves and White; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Corbett and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Edgar Street to face Hereford 
United Reserves in the Birmingham League Division 1.

It can only be hoped that Borough’s form at Hereford on 
Saturday was not a true indication of the shape of things to 
come, for although the football was appreciably better than 
that provided last season, goals may be every bit as difficult 
to come by.

The defence, although twice caught napping by long through 
balls when playing well upfield in support of the forwards, 
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looked reasonably sound, except that Mick Snowball, 
deputising for player-manager Laurie Kelly, who has a 
chipped bone in his ankle, was obviously a long way from 
being thoroughly fit after breaking his leg last season. Paxton 
often had to move across to rescue Snowball and in doing so 
left Judd unmarked, which is what led to Hereford’s third and 
decisive goal.

Aided by a strong wind in the first-half, Borough had a 
sufficient number of scoring opportunities to have made 
themselves immune from defeat.

The second half was definitely Hereford’s. They used the 
ball well and keeping the wingers, especially Jones, well 
supported had the Borough defence working at full stretch. 
Even so Borough had chances and should have levelled the 
scores 15 minutes from the end when James inexplicably 
missed a chance that had to be seen to be believed.

Hereford went into the lead after 22 minutes. The Borough 
defence had moved up almost to the half-way line when 
a long clearance found an unmarked Thompson, who ran 
through to side-step the advancing Bradley and turn the 
ball into an empty net. At 40 minutes Borough drew level 
when Muir put Bedford through. The latter’s shot had the 
goalkeeper beaten and a defender used his hands to try and 
stop the ball going into the net, but failed.

After this success, Borough penned their opponents in and 
had the ball ran more kindly, they must have taken the lead. 
Then, almost dead on half-time, Hereford struck again. An 
attack was halted by Snowball, whose clearance went into an 
open space. Jones got to the ball first and without hesitation 
lifted the ball in front of the Borough goal where after a 
terrific scramble, Prosser forced the ball over the line and into 
the net. It was 15 minutes from the end that James missed 
that easy chance and with ten minutes left, a pass up the 
left-wing found Judd unmarked. Bradley came out of goal too 
soon and was rounded by the winger who shot towards an 
empty net. The ball would undoubtedly have crossed the line, 
but to make doubly sure Thompson ran in to tap it home.

While this was not a disastrous display by the Borough, the 
player-manager obviously realises he has problems to face, 
especially in attack.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bedworth Town 31-08-1957 
Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Reeves and White; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Kelly and Jessop.
Bedworth: Gilbert; Goodyer and Cook; Hartopp, Shearer and Tallis; 
Sanders, Shorthose, Dutton, Whetton and Morrow.

Borough welcomed Bedworth Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

This was one of the most exciting and dramatic games ever 
played between the two teams. There was some shockingly 
loose marking by the Borough defence.

For sheer excitement the game would take some beating. 

The fortunes fluctuated to a remarkable degree, first one 
side seemed headed for victory then the other. While giving 
Bedworth every credit – particularly Colin Whetton, who got 
all his three goals from free-kicks – one can commiserate with 
Borough. Twice during the game goalkeeper Gilbert saved 
brilliantly when Borough appeared to be getting on top. When 
the score was 2-2 he made a great one-handed save from 
Bedford, who had been put clean through by Jessop. Later the 
keeper made a second great save from a Muir header.

Borough opened the scoring after eight minutes when from 
a James’ corner kick, Muir seized upon a rebound from a 
defender to hook the ball past Gilbert. Shorthose nipped in to 
head home a free-kick conceded by Bedford after 24 minutes. 
It was while Bradley was off the field injured that Whetton 
gave Bedworth the lead with a free-kick, again conceded 
by Bedford. Five minutes before half-time Muir headed an 
equaliser from a James’ corner.

At 57 minutes Canning conceded a free-kick, and from Cook’s 
pass an unmarked Whetton made it 3-2. Eight minutes later 
James scored a brilliant equaliser and shortly afterwards 
made an opening for Muir to give Borough a 4-3 lead. After 
Gilbert had made his second thrilling save a long ball upfield 
save Reeves err and let in Dutton to score a simple goal for 
Bedworth, to make the score 4-4, in the 72nd minute.

Two minutes later Whetton scrambled home Hartopp’s free-
kick and 11 minutes from the end Shorthose rounded off the 
scoring to give the “Greenbacks” a 6-4 win.

The teams produced two entirely different brands of football, 
for while Borough to a very large degree depended almost 
entirely on clever ball play, the “Greenbacks” preferred to 
use the long ball. Both styles succeeded. At times, however, 
Borough were a little inclined to overdo the cleverness.

If it was excitement the 3,640 crowd was after, then they got 
it in full measure. If they were after good football, they got it. 
If they went solely to see a Borough victory, well they were 
sadly disappointed.

 Nuneaton Borough v Lye Town 09-09-1957 
Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Corbett and White; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Carter and Jessop.
Lye Town: Allen; Taplin and Pugh; Taylor, Brownhill and Davis; Cookson, 
Wainwright, Stringer, Gordon and Price.

Borough welcomed Lye Town to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
Senior Cup first round tie.

Borough did 90 per cent of the attacking. Indeed from half-
time until the end, Lye scarcely crossed the half-way line. 
It was one-way traffic with the Borough forwards continually 
boring down on the Lye goal. But though they battered and 
rammed the visiting defence, they just could not score.

Instead of being comfortably in the lead before half-time, 
they found themselves a goal down after 40 minutes when 
a badly placed Corbett back pass was mis-handled by 
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goalkeeper Bradley, leaving Wainwright the simple task of 
piloting the ball into an empty net. It was three minutes after 
half-time when a combined assault on the Lye goal ended in 
Jessop slipping the ball to Carter who put it into the net to 
score his first goal for the senior side.

Just when it looked as though Borough had a replay on their 
hands, the ball was pushed up the right-wing to Stan James. 
Doubling back and coming inside full-back Taplin, the right-
winger crossed the ball with his left foot for Muir to head the 
ball into the net.

It was the Borough attack versus the Lye defence for most of 
the game. Undoubtedly the honours went to the defenders, 
if only for the stubborn manner in which they met Borough’s 
near non-stop raids. By and large, however, the Lye defence 
had to thank the Borough forwards for so often failing to 
round off their overwhelming midfield superiority.

It was argued by some people that if Borough contine to 
play the football they are doing – and admittedly it is good 
football – then the goals must come. Let us hope so – and 
before long, too. A pleasing feature of the game was a much-
improved display by young Carter.

 Atherstone Town v Nuneaton Borough 14-09-1957 
Atherstone: Avery; Sheasby and Duggins; Mooney, Cresswell and Ray 
Brown; Don Brown, Bayles, McKaig, Roberts and Beeson.
Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Pountney and Whitcroft; 
James, Bedford, Muir, White and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Sheepy Road to take on 
Atherstone Town in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

The “Adders” missed the boat in the first-half when they 
failed not only with a penalty kick, but with two other 
excellent chances as well. However, once the Borough 
footballing machine showed its first dividend nearing half-
time, it was all up with the “Adders,” who were afterwards 
played into the ground.

It should not be imagined that it was all Atherstone in the first-
half. Not a bit of it. Indeed, Borough more than held their own 
and, as usual, served up some copy-book football. But the goals 
would not come – not until just before the half-time whistle.

Be that as it may, the “Adders” had three distinct scoring 
chances, including that penalty – McKaig’s shot was finely saved 
by a previously shaky Bradley – before Borough took the lead. 
They neglected those three chances – and paid the penalty.

The Atherstone defence had no answer to Borough’s clever 
second-half display. The wily Willie Muir made centre-half 
Cresswell look a very poor pivot indeed. He had him beaten 
almost every time he gained possession.

Muir opened Borough’s account when Jessop beat his man 
near the dead ball line and squared the ball beautifully for 
the centre-forward to head into the net, well out of Avery’s 
reach. Five minutes after half-time Bedford headed a great 
second goal for Borough from a James corner. At 57 minutes 

Canning made the running for Stan James to shoot Borough’s 
third goal; and then, in the 70th minute, Muir banged home a 
fourth after the Atherstone centre-half Avery had been all at 
sea with another Bedford header.

This was a game in which the team playing the better football 
reaped a rich reward.

 Burton Albion v Nuneaton Borough 16-09-1957 
Burton: Gibson; Wright and Hansen; Briggs, Spence and Roberts; 
Jeffrey, Hudson, D. Middleton, Stamps and Bull.
Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Reeves and Whitcroft; 
James, Carter, Muir, Pountney and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Burton Albion for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 match.

If Borough had their tail up after the match at Sheepy Road, 
they had it well and truly between their legs after their 
encounter at Burton on Monday – thanks largely to tragic 
goalkeeping errors. The only real difference between the 
two sides was that in Gibson, the Albion had a goalkeeper 
who gave nothing away, whereas in Bradley, Borough had a 
goalkeeper who presented the home side with a couple of 
goals and was not entirely blameless regarding another.

These errors came when Borough were playing really good 
football, but when Bradley stood and watched a ball hit from 
practically off the touchline sail over his head into the net – 
well that was the crowning blow for Borough, whose form 
sadly deteriorated.

Bradley made his first mistake after only five minutes play 
when Jackie Stamps headed a corner kick right over the 
goalkeeper’s head. It was an effort which should have been 
cleared with the greatest of ease. A minute later Briggs was 
allowed to wander through the Borough defence and push 
the ball to Middleton, who was able to pick his spot in the net.

Nine minutes later came an incident which left the crowd 
nonplussed and the Borough supporters simply speechless. 
Muir fed Canning and the right-half made ground along the 
right wing before lifting the ball into the centre and, rushing 
in, James dived forwards to head a glorious goal. Everybody 
was amazed then, on a linesman’s flagging, the referee 
disallowed the goal. He said afterwards that James was 
offside – which was fantastic.

Five minutes later, however, Carter shot through from a Jessop 
cross to make the score 2-1. Five minutes after that Stamps 
weaved his way through before putting the ball to Burton, 
who prodded it home with both Reeves and Bradley at fault. 
Borough were playing such good football, that even with the 
score at 1-3 they were still in the game. Then came Jeffrey’s 
goal – a bad centre which the goalkeeper made no effort to 
save, but watched sail over his head into the far end of the net.

That goal finished Borough. They lost all their earlier poise 
and merely stuck the game out. Even so, they still had as 
much of the game as the Albion and might easily still have 
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saved the game with a little luck. Shots from James and Muir 
sailed inches the wrong side of the post with the goalkeeper 
nowhere at hand.

Bad goalkeeping cost Borough dearly in this game. Burton are 
not nearly such a good side as of yore, and territorially had 
no pull whatever on Borough. They won because of Bradley’s 
costly mistakes and to a lesser degree to the very mediocre 
form of Reeves at centre-half and to uncultured work in the 
inside positions.

 Hinckley Athletic v Nuneaton Borough 28-09-1957 
Hinckley: Blowers; Champion and Wykes; Cooper, Bunt and Jones; 
Sayers, Taft, Heath, Wright and Smith.
Borough: Bradley; Paxton and Snowball; Bazeley, Kelly and White; 
Bedford, Corbett, Muir, Whitcroft and James.

Borough made the journey to Middlefied Lane to take on 
Hinckley Athletic in a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Borough probably lost this match before the kick-off as they 
were once again hit by illness and injury problems. Of the 
originally selected team Canning, Dunn and Jessop were 
absent and Pountney, who would have taken the vacant left-
wing position was a flu victim.

Paxton crossed from left to right-back to enable Mick 
Snowball to return to the side at left-back; Bazeley deputised 
for Larry Canning at right-half; and Kelly played centre-half 
in place of Corbett. Some of these changes were forced by 
circumstances, but surely it was not necessary to cross Stan 
James from outside-right to outside-left, Bedford from inside 
to outside-right, and Corbett to inside-right.

It was not surprising that for most of the first-half Borough 
played with little purpose; that their play should have been 
so disjointed; that they should have been so ill at ease 
as to be totally incapable of making the fullest use of the 
advantage of the wind and slope.

Hinckley were a trifle lucky to win, even against a sadly 
chopped and changed Borough side. One feels that had 
James and Bedford occupied the right wing positions in the 
first-half when everything favoured the side kicking down the 
slope with the wind at their backs, the visitors might at least 
have come away with a point.

The only consolation player-manager Kelly derived from the 
match was that he was his side’s outstanding defender – at 
centre-half. In the defence where he belongs, Kelly was the 
rock on which many of the Hinckley attacks came to grief. 
He was strong, purposeful and seldom failed when the ball 
was in the air. He should stay at centre-half.

Borough went into the lead after half-an-hour’s play. Blowers 
failed to hold Bazeley’s cross and Whitcroft was on hand to 
tap the ball into an empty net. Five minutes after half-time. 
Borough failed to clear their line and Heath levelled the 
scores. Four minutes later, a right wing centre was caught 
by the wind and swung nastily towards the Borough goal 

and Taft was on the spot to put his side ahead from close 
range. After 22 minutes of the second half a right wing move 
by Borough ended in Bedford crashing the ball home. Then 
a quarter of an hour from the end came Sayers winner. The 
wholesale switching of the Borough forwards in the first-half 
was the big topic of conversation throughout the game and 
at the end too.

 Nuneaton Borough v Halesowen Town 12-10-1957 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Garratley, Bedford, Muir, Carter and Godfrey.
Halesowen: Crowther; Hartley and Bedford; Basterfield, Guest and 
Watton; Roberts, Hackitt, Dugmore, Sims and Edwards.

Borough welcomed Halesowen Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham Senior Cup second round tie.

Although the Senior Cup is anything but a money-spinner, 
this latest Borough defeat must be considered as yet another 
serious set-back from the spectators’ point of view. They can’t 
be expected to go on supporting a losing side indefinitely.

This club is receiving a very rough deal in the matter of 
injuries and illness, and for the third successive week they 
had to field a sadly weakened side, which included four 
reserves – three in attack and one in goal. It was bad enough 
to have to take the field without James and Jessop and with 
Carter at inside-left, but it was even worse when Corbett was 
injured and had to go on the right wing.

There was little option to take Johnny Bedford out of the 
forwards line to replace Corbett at centre-half. With Bedford’s 
departure, what little spark there was disappeared. Borough 
never looked happy even before Corbett’s injury; afterwards 
they looked a thoroughly disorganised lot – a team resigned 
to defeat. There were a few occasions in the second half when 
they showed signs of trying to make a fight of it, but these 
phases of teeth showing were but few and far between.

And when it came to getting goals – well they were even 
less effective than they were in midfield. The truth is that 
what with sickness and injury and lack of success the team 
is becoming dispirited and losing its early season poise – for 
even in defeat the side at least served up some good football 
earlier on.

Bedford was once again Borough’s outstanding performer. He 
was always in the thick of the fight when he was in attack – 
and he was also in the thick of the fight when he had to move 
to centre-half. He is one of those “over my dead body” types 
of players – a player who loves a fight.

Halesowen opened their account after half-an-hour’s play 
when the Borough defenders got themselves in a tangle, 
repeatedly failing to clear the ball, and in the end allowed 
it to go back to Dugmore, who banged it into the net. They 
increased their lead 18 minutes after half-time when, 
following a free-kick, Sims received the ball in an unmarked 
position and shot into the net via Mulholland’s knees.
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 Walsall Reserves v Nuneaton Borough 19-10-1957 
Walsall: Evans; Guttridge and Price; Heap, Jones and Parkes; Moore, 
Harvey, McHale, Thompson and Edwards.
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Pollard; Canning, Paxton and Whitcroft; 
James, Bedford, Morgan, Muir and Pountney.

Borough made the journey to Fellows Park to take on Walsall 
Reserves in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Overall Borough were slightly the better side, but where they 
came unstuck was in front of goal. So poor was their finishing 
that Evans in the Walsall goal did not have one single good 
shot to save from start to finish.

In midfield the Borough were every bit as good as the 
home side who, unless they can improve on this form, 
are most unlikely to repeat Borough’s feat of winning the 
championship two years in succession; but when it came 
to finishing off their sometimes very good approach work, 
Borough showed little or no idea. All their moves fizzled out 
when the Walsall penalty area was reached.

During the last half-hour Borough got right on top; their 
defence had the Walsall attack well under control hereabouts, 
but though the visiting forwards were constantly going forward, 
they were so devoid of shooting powers that they never looked 
like wiping out Walsall’ s slender one-goal lead. Not one of 
the forwards looked a potential goalscorer – except on one 
occasion five minutes before McHale scored the only goal of 
the match when, from a free-kick awarded against Evans for 
carrying, Johnny Bedford crashed the ball against a post.

The outstanding Borough player was Paxton, who gave a 
first-class display at centre-half. He gave McHale, little or no 
change, tackled strongly, and in the air seldom failed to beat 
the centre-forward. After a somewhat uncertain start, Dunn 
and young David Pollard settled down to play wingers Moore 
and Edwards out of the game. It seemed strange to see Muir 
playing the role of a deep inside-forward. He didn’t look 
particularly happy there.

Walsall did not play like champions and after a bright start 
faded out. In the second half they seldom threatened and on 
few occasions looked like increasing their undeserved one-goal 
lead, whereas Borough had enough of the game not only to 
have wiped out that deficit but to have won the game. The only 
goal of the match came in the 17th minute. Harvey put Moore 
away on the right wing and when the latter lifted the ball in 
front of goal, McHale was on the spot to head into the net.

BBC Slur On Nuneaton
Questions Townspeople Are Asking

Nuneaton Town Council is to call upon the governors of 
the BBC to issue an apology to Nuneaton “with the same 
amount of publicity” as was given the television film which so 
angered the townspeople.

The resolution described the film as “being of extreme bad 
taste and a slur on the fine progress of Nuneaton.”

A deputation is to seek an interview with Sir Ian Jacob, Director-
General of the BBC, and the resolution also gave instructions 
for the setting up of a committee of enquiry to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the making of the film.

What the committee of inquiry will want to know is this:

Who accompanied the BBC cameraman round Nuneaton? 
For it is perfectly obvious no stranger could have walked into 
the town and picked out the flaws in this manner without 
some direction.

He could not accidentally have stumbled across those bad 
features and yet have failed to notice so much that is to the 
credit of the town.

If pictures other than those shown in the feature were taken, 
why weren’t they used? Why was one side of the Nuneaton 
scene given and not the other?

These are questions townspeople are asking – these are 
questions the answers to which will throw a shaft of light on 
those pictures of Dark Nuneaton.

Nuneaton To Be Given New 
BBC Airing
Nuneaton is to have another opportunity of being shown 
on TV. This was announced at Nuneaton Borough Council 
meeting on Wednesday, when it was reported that a letter 
had been received from Sir Ian Jacob, Director-General 
of the BBC in reply to the council’s protest regarding the 
recent programme.

The letter was as follows:

“Thank you for your letter of October 22 and the enclosures. 
I have given careful consideration to your suggestion that 
I should receive a deputation from the Borough Council of 
Nuneaton about the television broadcast on October 14, 
and I think it is unnnecessary to put them to the trouble of 
travelling to London to express feeling and views which I 
already appreciate.

“I am very sorry that you feel that the two items did not, 
on balance, give a fair picture of Nuneaton. It is certainly 
not our intention to leave you dissatisfied about this and 
I would like to suggest to the Mayor that we would gladly 
send a film unit at an early date to take more camera shots. 
The Mayor himself could, if he wishes, indicate to our people 
what these might be, and we should be glad if he personally 
would appear in the programme which would be an item in 
“Tonight,” I look forward to your views on this.”

The Mayor, Coun. R. Wilkinson, said he thought that the letter 
was meant as an apology. The important thing was that the 
BBC wanted to put the town on the air again, and he thought 
that this was an achievement on the part of the council.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Worcester City Res. 26-10-1957 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Pollard; Canning, Paxton and Whitcroft; 
Garratley, Walker, Muir, Merrick and Morrow.
Worcester: Howells; Williams and Challis; Scrine, Laurie and Ingles; 
Dyke, Candin, Grieves, Harris and Last.

Borough welcomed Worcester City Reserves to Manor Park for 
a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

What with player-manager Laurie Kelly being out of harness 
and making slow progress in recovering from pneumonia, and 
first team players going down like ninepins, either with injuries 
or flu, Borough are experiencing one of their worst seasons 
ever, and at the moment Manor Park is the meeting place only 
of the brave – those supporters who are prepared to watch a 
losing side. Those who cannot, have long departed.

Three of the forwards – Herbert Morrow, Merrick and Walker 
were making their first-team debut while outside-right 
Garratley was making only his second appearance in the 
senior side. Missing from the side were Kelly, James, Bedford, 
Corbett and Jessop. In the circumstances only a super-
optimist could have visualised a Borough victory. Yet the fact 
is that they deserved a point.

When Worcester took the lead after 23 minutes of the second 
half, the linesman erred in awarding the visitors a throw-in 
when it was clearly a Borough throw. While the home players 
were scratching their heads, wing-half Scrine quickly threw 
the ball to right-winger Dyke, who broke away unchallenged.

From his centre Mulholland made a fine save at point blank 
range, but the effort was too hot to hold and the ball ran out 
to Last, who slammed it into the net.

Borough’s goal was undoubtedly the best goal of the match 
and came 12 minutes after Worcester had scored their first 
goal. It started with the referee ignoring Borough’s appeals 
for a penalty when a defender handled the ball in the area. 
But all’s well that ends well, for the ball ran out to Canning, 
who found the net with a great along-the-ground drive which 
left Welsh international goalkeeper Howells standing.

Worcester’s winning goal nine minutes from the end was 
the result of another highly debatable decision. At the time 
Borough were on the attack but through slowness in getting 
rid of the ball, Walker was dispossessed and a long pass 
upfield was made. Dyke was a good yard offside. The referee 
glanced at the linesman, got no response, and the Worcester 
player was allowed to go on and push the ball past the 
advancing Mulholland and into the net

The long and short of it all is that injuries and illness have 
crippled what looked like a most promising Borough side. 
About the last time they had anything like a full side – and 
even then Eddie Pountney was at centre-half – was at 
Atherstone where they won 4-0 after a most businesslike 
display. Since then it has been one long chapter of 
misfortune. Isn’t it just about time Borough’s luck changed?

 Lockheed v Nuneaton Borough 02-11-1957 
Lockheed: Partridge; Jones and Lane; Dougall, Hancocks and Hawker; 
Hawkins, Robertson, Hackett, Clark and Dean.
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Pollard; Canning, Paxton and Whitcroft; 
White, Finch, Muir, Merrick and Morrow.

Borough made the journey to Leamington to take on 
Lockheed in a Birmingham League Division 1 match.

Had Borough picked up a point in this match they would have 
been fortunate, for except for a goal by Muir and a great drive 
by Merrick, Borough never looked like scoring. The fact is that 
without wingers James and Jessop and the stop-at-nothing 
Johnny Bedford, the attack looks about as docile as any 
forward line could possibly look.

The only thing that could be said in favour of Borough on this 
occasion is that throughout the second half David Pollard, 
who had pulled a muscle, was a passenger on the right wing, 
and was of little value to his side. Finch and White, who 
formed the right wing until Pollard’s injury never looked like 
causing trouble, although now and again White showed good 
football sense in moving into the open space.

Lockheed opened the scoring when Mulholland came out and 
palmed the ball away and it ran to wing-half Dougall, who 
was standing unmarked outside the penalty area. His first 
time drive flashed into the net.

Muir levelled the scores 13 minutes from the end when Herbert 
Morrow crossed the ball for Muir to head home. Three minutes 
later Lockheed won a corner on the right. Hawkins swung 
the ball across goal. A header was only partially cleared and 
the ball went out to Robertson who headed it into the net. 
Two minutes after that, came another Lockheed corner, this 
time on the left-wing. Dean took the kick but the ball never 
actually reached the Borough goal, for Hawkins, in the inside-
left position, went up and headed the ball just inside the near 
upright and into the net.

Even though it was the old, old story of Borough having to take 
the field with a much weakened side, the fact is that just now, 
probably the result of a succession of defeats, the team lacks 
fighting spirit. It too easily gives up; too easily allows opponents 
to get the ball. Lockheed are a very mediocre side but they 
displayed far more enthusiasm and determination than 
Borough. It was their determination which earned them victory.

Keeping The Wolf Away
Borough FC directors had a heart-to-heart talk with player-
manager Laurie Kelly on Monday night.

This meeting to discuss the immediate future policy of the 
club should have taken place six weeks ago, but had to be 
postponed owing to the player-manager’s illness.

Within a week of Kelly resuming training he was asked to 
meet the directors. While it was appreciated that it was very 
bad luck indeed that his own illness should have coincided 
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with the absence through injury of several key players, 
the player-manager was told quite firmly that supporters 
expected something much better than the quality of football 
served up in recent weeks; that it was his task to get the club 
out of the relegation zone as quickly as possible; and that 
weaknesses in the team must be remedied.

That is the main news from Manor Park’s troubled front 
this week, but now that the player-manager and most of 
the other injured players are fit again; now that the main 
obstacles to better – much better, we hope – playing results 
have been removed, supporters are entitled to expect, if 
not tomorrow, then pretty quickly, better quality football, in 
order not only to halt the rapid fall in “gates” during recent 
weeks but to restore attendances to a level which will keep 
the wolf from the Manor Park door.

 Nuneaton Borough v Bromsgrove Rovers 09-11-1957 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Parkinson; Bazeley, Paxton and White; 
Morrow, Canning, Muir, Merrick and Pountney.
Bromsgrove: Farrow; Purcell and Williams; Beddow, Wainwright and 
Bolton; Punter, Coulson, Smith, Jakeman and Robinson.

Borough welcomed Bromsgrove Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

With little more than ten minutes left for play, Borough looked 
certain to be beaten for the seventh successive match, for 
although only a goal behind, they had shown little or no idea 
of getting goals. The fun then started. After Muir had missed 
a great chance of equalising, the crowd urged Borough into 
action by their constant cheering and, responding to a man, 
they really hammered the Rovers’ defence.

Seven minutes from time Muir made amends for missing two 
earlier chances when left with only the goalkeeper to beat. 
Keeping up terrific pressure Canning had a splendid chance 
of giving his side the lead. Only a few yards out, the former 
Villa man, playing at inside-right in the continued absence of 
Johnny Bedford, instead of hitting the ball first time, killed 
the ball and by the time he got the shot away it was blocked.

A minute later Merrick slammed the ball just wide and then, just 
after, he ran through on his own and beat three men. He was 
almost through, but the ball ran away from him, just as he was 
about to shoot. This compelled him to make a pass and another 
great chance of winning the match was lost by Borough.

Borough failed to snatch a winner, but the whistle for time 
must have come as sweet music to the ears of Joe Wainwright 
and his co-defenders, for hereabouts they were as panicky as 
any defence would possibly have been, and kicked the ball 
anywhere to prevent the home side getting a winning goal.

Until whipped into action by the encouraging cheers of the 
crowd behind the Cock and Bear goal, Borough looked a well 
beaten side. A point seemed about the last thing they were 
likely to collect. The defence although often in trouble, had 
put up a game fight, but the forwards with Herbert Morrow 

on the right wing and Pountney on the left, never looked like 
seriously extending the burly Bromsgrove defenders.

Even though for more than half the game Borough were 
forced to play second fiddle to the Rovers, in the end it was 
Bromsgrove who were lucky to escape defeat. That Borough 
rally knocked them for six and they were still reeling badly 
when the final whistle came to their rescue.

 Aston Villa A v Nuneaton Borough 16-11-1957 
Villa A: Pearson; Noakes and Sharples; Carter, Atkinson and Elias; 
Lawton, Cobley, Atkins, Hayes and Barratt.
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Pollard; Canning, Paxton and Kelly; James, 
Bazeley, Muir, Merrick and Morrow.

Borough made the journey to Halesowen to play Aston Villa A 
in a Birmingham League Division 1 match.

Borough did sufficiently well in this game to raise hopes 
that points will not be so difficult to come by in the future 
– barring injuries, of course. Due to a mix-up in transport 
arrangements between Canning and Bedford, the latter did 
not arrive at the ground until after the kick-off.

Bazeley, who deputised, played well enough, but isn’t 
a forward and missed a great chance of giving his side 
the lead, shooting high over an empty net after goalkeeper 
Pearson had rushed out of goal to check Morrow and 
merely succeeded in putting the winger’s hard drive 
straight to the feet of the inside-right. A little coolness here 
must have brought a goal. It was an easy chance, yet Bazeley 
did a lot of very useful work and was always willing to fight 
for the ball.

Newcomer Clifton had a fine opening game for Borough. 
Right from the start he was in action, and in the early minutes 
proved his worth with two excellent saves. Still Clifton is an 
experienced keeper, having seen service with West Bromwich 
Albion and Halesowen. He used his experience to pull his side 
out of one or two quite uneasy corners.

Lawton opened the scoring when, as so often happened 
during the game, he found himself unmarked when the ball 
was sent across goal. He had Clifton going the wrong way 
and scored easily. Borough equalised when Morrow crossed 
the ball into the middle, left-back Noakes failed to clear and 
swooping in, James slammed a hard, low drive into the far 
corner of the net, leaving Pearson helpless to save.

The only really bad mistake the Borough defence made was 
for Villa’s second goal, when following a cross from the right, 
general hesitancy allowed Lawton to score a simple goal, 
giving Villa a 2-1 lead. It was a lead they held until the 67th 
minute when another bright Borough move enabled Merrick 
to break through and fire in a hard shot from close range 
which the goalkeeper got his hands to but could not prevent 
entering the net.

Altogether a draw was a fitting result and neither side could 
complain. The teams were evenly matched.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Brierley Hill Alliance 23-11-1957 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Pollard; Canning, Paxton and Corbett; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Merrick and Morrow.
Brierley Hill: Marson; Poyner and Tibbetts; Dunn, Lewis and Nicholls; 
Bowen, Boot, Stevens, Knight and Meaking.

Borough welcomed Brierley Hill Alliance to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

It would be easy, in mitigation of this latest defeat, to point 
out that after Borough had hit the post three times and 
the crossbar once without managing a goal, the Alliance’s 
decisive goal 20 minutes from the end was an in-off-the-post 
effort. Borough had atrocious luck, but this hard-luck story 
was not the only reason for defeat. The truth is the team 
again played badly.

Let us admit that unless there is a vast improvement in their 
play – and quickly at that – Borough appear to be headed 
for relegation. Seeing that Bill Jessop and Kelly were the 
only absentees on Saturday, it can no longer be argued that 
injuries were the cause of another painful display.

The forwards had some excuses in that so many passes went 
astray, but the fact is that in front of goal they looked a very 
poor lot, even allowing for some near misses. There seemed 
a strange reluctance to shoot; far too often the ball was taken 
much too close to Marson and attack after attack broke 
down against a massed defence. Bedford looked particularly 
unhappy and only occasionally was he seen in full cry. Apart 
from a great shot that struck the Brierley bar, Merrick did very 
little except hold the ball too long. Muir and James suffered 
from lack of support.

Borough’s outstanding performer was goalkeeper Clifton. He 
made several excellent saves and on the whole impressed 
everyone. Paxton had a good game apart from one mistake 
which gave Stevens a chance, and Dunn was the better of 
the two backs. Pollard had a rough time against Bowen, the 
Brierley Hill right-winger.

The only goal of the match came in the 70th minute. The ball 
was lobbed high into the Borough goalmouth. There was a 
brief scramble and the ball ran back to the right winger Bowen 
who, having moved inside slightly behind the other forwards, 
collected the ball and shot through via the inside of the post.

 Wolves A v Nuneaton Borough 30-11-1957 
Wolves A: Sidebottom; Kelly and Beavan; Timmins, Palin and Clark; 
Middleton, Allen, Farmer, Kirkham and Edwards.
Borough: Clifton; Paxton and Pollard; Canning, Aston and Corbett; 
James, Bedford, Pountney, Muir and Morrow.

Wolves A played their home Birmingham League Division 1 
game at Manor Park.

Another tale of woe started immediately after half-time in 
Saturday’s match. Within about three minutes of the re-start, 
Wolves twice had the ball in the Borough net. But worse was 

to follow as seven minutes later Clifton was injured and took 
no further part in the game.

Though reduced to ten men and facing a two goal deficit, 
Borough stuck to their task and spurred on by the crowd, not 
only reduced the lead but had the Wolves defence worried to 
such an extent that they resorted to time-wasting tactics.

Although Borough had only themselves to blame for being 
caught napping as they indeed were in those first few 
minutes of the second half, nobody would deny that the loss 
of Clifton was a cruel blow. There was nothing like the whole 
length of the league table separating the two teams. Indeed, 
the teams were evenly matched.

At half-time it looked like Borough might capture at least a 
point. But you can’t take chances with the young Wolves and 
before the crowd knew it, the Wolves had to all intents and 
purposes pocketed the points. The rot started a quick throw 
followed by a lob into the goalmoth had the Borough defence 
floundering and a shot by Farmer was deflected into the net 
out of the goalkeeper’s reach by right-back Paxton.

Two minutes later came shock number two. The ball was 
crossed from the left. It bounced too high for Pollard and 
dropped right at the feet of right winger Middleton, who wasted 
no time in putting the ball into the net. These two quick goals 
had a stunning effect on Borough players and supporters alike 
and when, seven minutes later Clifton damaged an ankle and 
had to be carried off, it looked as though the Wolves would 
crush their opponents.

Astonishingly Borough fought back with great spirit and 
leading the fight was Eddie Pountney, who in his own style 
worried the life out of the Wolves’ defence. He got Borough 
a goal in the 74th minute. Dashing through the middle after 
a loose ball, the centre-forward so harassed a couple of 
defenders that one of them left the ball to charge him, and 
a penalty was awarded. Muir took the kick and hit it straight 
at Sidebottom, who palmed the ball away. Running in, Muir 
shot again. This time the ball struck the post and Canning 
scrambled in the rebound.

Seventeen-year-old Stanley Aston made his debut for 
Borough at centre-half and certainly did enough to suggest 
that he is a player of promise. Ideally built for the job, he has 
the right ideas and looks like developing into a good player.

 Nuneaton Borough v Banbury Spencer 07-12-1957 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Aston and Corbett; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Whitcroft and Morrow.
Banbury: Townsend; Bennett and Poppett; Wilson, Shaw and Barker; 
Steel, McGarritty, McQuillan, Betteridge and Taylor.

Borough welcomed Banbury Spencer to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough got back on the winning trail – this was their first win 
since September 14, when they beat Atherstone Town 4-0, 
and only their second win in eleven games.
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This was a convincing win against one of the best footballing 
sides to have visited Nuneaton this season. Indeed, Banbury’s 
style of play was too intricate to be really effective, for there 
was too much playing across the field instead of straight 
ahead towards the Borough goal.

The Banbury goal had some amazing escapes, none more so 
than when three, if not four, Borough forwards had the ball 
practically on the Banbury goal-line, but almost by a miracle, 
the ball just would not cross the line. It was as though there 
was a wall there to stop it crossing the line into the net.

Then there was a first-minute escape when Muir, who missed 
many chances, broke away on the left and with Bill Townsend 
standing yards out of his goal, the Borough leader let drive 
and hit the face of the bar. Borough’s worst miss, however, 
was when, after being brought down inside the penalty area, 
Muir shot the ball against a Banbury post with his left foot. As 
this was Muir’s second successive miss from the spot, it is to 
be hoped that someone else will be given a chance next time.

Borough went ahead in the eleventh minute. Morrow lifted the 
ball into the middle from a corner. A defender misheaded the 
ball straight to the feet of Muir, who slammed it past Townsend. 
The second goal came seconds before half-time, James 
crossing the ball to Corbett who, from fully 40 yards’ range, 
blasted the ball into the Banbury net. Borough’s third goal 
came in the 65th minute when Muir, having moved on to the 
right wing, centred for Morrow to jump high and head the ball 
against the Banbury bar. Townsend was beaten and as the ball 
dropped off the bar James was at hand to slide it into the net.

Stan Aston gave further proof of his worth by keeping 
McQuillan, who has scored quite a few goals, well under 
control. What appeals most is his coolness under pressure 
and the way he always endeavours to use the ball.

 Nuneaton Borough v Burton Albion 14-12-1957 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Aston and Corbett; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Whitcroft and Morrow.
Burton: Mason; Roberts and Wright; Tye, McAdam and Middleton; 
Jeffrey, Boulton, Hopkins, Burton and Bull.

Borough welcomed Burton Albion to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Two goals down after 40 minutes, Borough despite 
everything, hit back to such good purpose that they got a 
couple of goals to draw level. After that it was Borough all the 
way – except when it came scoring goals.

Ten minutes from time they had a great chance to settle the 
issue, for after Morrow had been fouled when he had the 
goal at his mercy following a cross from the right, the referee 
awarded the home side a penalty. After two successive failures 
by Muir, Bedford was entrusted with the spot kick, but his 
shot was too close to Mason, who saved with little trouble. 
It was a let-off for Albion, who for long periods of the second 
half were outplayed. If Borough’s finishing had been anything 

like so good as their approach work, Burton would have been 
trounced.

That Burton escaped with a point was almost entirely down 
to some great goalkeeping by Mason, who was constantly in 
action. The keeper pulled off two tremendous saves to thwart 
Whitcroft and with a few minutes left, pulled off the save of the 
match when Whitcroft thumped a real beauty. The crowd yelled 
“goal!” for not only was Mason on the wrong foot, but the ball 
was leaving him. At the very last moment the keeper twisted in 
mid-air and with his finger tips he deflected the shot wide.

Borough’s domination can be measure by the fact that they 
forced 24 corner kicks. Yet because of a lack of punch Burton 
were still in the game right up to the final whistle.

Burton opened the scoring in the 24th minute when Boulton, 
who had moved out onto the right wing, picked up a long 
pass and after running a few yards crossed the ball for 
Hopkins to head a beautiful goal. The second goal came five 
minutes before half-time when Hopkins and Aston went for 
the ball together and the Borough pivot stumbled, leaving 
Hopkins with a clear run at goal. Hopkins steered the ball 
past Mulholland as he came out to give the visitors a 2-1 lead.

Borough cut the deficit almost dead on half-time, when from 
one of their many corner kicks Corbett swung across a perfect 
inswinger, and rising into the air Whitcroft turned the ball just 
inside the post with a perfect header. Within four minutes of 
the restart Borough were on level terms. Morrow chased the 
ball and passed to Bedford, who shot. Mason failed to hold the 
ball which ran to Muir who promptly shot into the net.

This game proved one thing – that Borough are gaining in 
confidence, for had they been two goals behind a few weeks 
ago, Burton would have won comfortably. If they could match 
their new-found fighting spirit with better work in front of 
goal, then the black clouds which hang over Manor Park 
would roll away and let in a little sunshine.

 Nuneaton Borough v Hereford United Res. 21-12-1957 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Aston and Corbett; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Whitcroft and Jessop.

Borough welcomed Hereford United Reserves to Manor Park 
for a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

This was another game Borough should have won but didn’t 
– because once again the forwards threw away their scoring 
chances. This inability to round off good forward moves in 
the appropriate manner is likely to prove disastrous.

Although conceding a goal in the first minute of the game 
– centre-forward Chilvers was the scorer – Borough had a 
sufficient number of scoring chances in the opening half 
to have made certain of collecting both points, but missed 
them. Hereford had a let-off when Bill Jessop, back in the 
senior side after several weeks absence through injury, 
cracked a real beauty against the underside of the bar. 

The visitors were lucky, too, when from an indirect free-
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kick inside the penalty area. Muir shot against the bar, but 
generally speaking the forwards had few ideas when it came 
to getting goals. Muir did manage to put through from a 
James’ centre after left-back Lewis had completely missed a 
crossfield pass. After that, however, Borough seldom looked 
likely to get a winner, even though they had much the better 
of the game territorially.

Towards the end of the game Hereford came back and looked 
the more likely to win. If Borough are to stay in Division 1, 
they must get on the goalscoring trail. For weeks now they 
have been miles away. Some of the forwards appear not to 
dare to take a crack at goal; others, Muir in particular, seem to 
lose their head and bang the ball anywhere. More and better 
shooting is the answer to Borough’s troubles.

 Tamworth v Nuneaton Borough 26-12-1957 
Tamworth: Lewis; Allsopp and Coggins; Gallier, P. Smith and Wightman; 
Chapman, Goffin, Allen, Garbutt and Whitehouse.
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Paxton; Canning, Aston and Corbett; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Whitcroft and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Lamb to take on Tamworth 
in a Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

If this defeat against neighbours-in-distress Tamworth proves 
anything it is that desperate measures are needed if Borough 
are to stand the slightest chance of avoiding relegation. This 
side just isn’t good enough. It has a forward line which has 
few goalscoring ideas, a line which gets lost once the penalty 
area had been reached, while if this display is anything to go 
by the defence also needs considerable tightening up.

Borough lacked in both finishing and teamwork. Tamworth 
are not one of the best sides in the league, but were far 
too good for Borough. There are weaknesses which simply 
must be remedied and if the directors can’t get new players 
immediately, then they should give some of the younger 
players a run. At least they might show a little more fight.

Paxton had another poor game and was run off his feet by 
Chapman. Nearly all Tamworth’s goals came because of this 
serious defect in the Borough defence. Canning, too, was too 
easily dispossessed, while except for Bill Jessop the forwards 
showed little or no shooting ability. The only thing that can be 
said in Borough’s favour is that they were denied a perfectly 
good goal which could so easily have put them right back in 
the game. Jessop scored for Borough when the score was 3-1, 
but the referee disallowed the goal for whatever reason.

Borough looked to have a chance when Whitcroft put through 
following a James’ corner kick to make the score 2-1 after 
Allen and Garbutt had given Tamworth a two goal lead. But a 
mistake soon afterwards by Paxton, who failed to get his head 
to a long upfield pass, let in Chapman, who paved the way for 
another Garbutt goal. After that let-off when Jessop netted, 
Tamworth hit back to score two more goals through Goffin, 
who scored after Mulholland failed to hold a shot, and through 
Dunn, who put through his own goal from Chapman’s cross.

 Bedworth Town v Nuneaton Borough 28-12-1957 
Bedworth: Gilbert; Smith and Goodyer; Hartopp, Shearer and Tallis; 
Shorthose, Mooney, Dutton, Whetton and Chapman.
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Parkinson; Canning, Aston and Corbett; 
Walker, Carter, Muir, Whitcroft and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to The Oval to take on Bedworth 
Town in a Birmingham League Division 1 match.

This was a fantastic game. In three minutes Bedworth were 
one up; in ten minutes two; and in 20 minutes three, and it 
looked like another drubbing for Borough. Then something 
happened. The Bedworth defence went to pieces and 
Borough hit back with seven goals in a row.

Two of the Borough goals came in the last ten minutes of 
the first half and the other five in a devastating period of 20 
minutes immediately after half-time, four of those five goals 
coming in the first ten minutes after the change of ends.

Borough seemed to have started where they left off at 
Tamworth two days before and Bedworth took the lead after 
a miskick by Corbett, right in front of goal, which allowed a 
Chapman cross to reach Dutton, who merely rolled the ball 
into the net. The “Greenbacks” second was a beauty. A corner 
kick on the left went right across to Shorthose, who beat 
Mulholland all ends up with a glorious shot.

When the home side got their third goal Tallis took the ball 
from a throw-in and swung it into the goalmouth. Mulholland 
caught the ball, but dropped it at the feet of Whetton, who 
had no trouble at all in making it 3-0 in the 20th minute.

At this point it looked as if it would be a case of how many 
goals the home side would get, especially as an injury to 
Larry Canning had caused a Borough team reshuffle. Canning 
went on the right-wing; Corbett to right-half, and Whitcroft 
to left-half. Oddly enough these enforced changes seemed 
to put new life into Borough and after two near misses, 
Jessop squared the ball for Walker to slam it first time into 
the Bedworth net. That was in the 35th minute. Two minutes 
later Carter worked an opening for Canning to score a very 
good second goal.

The balloon really went up when within two minutes of the 
restart, Whitcroft and Muir paved the way for Carter to level 
the scores with his hands at 3-3. Two minutes later Walker 
slipped the ball to Muir who gave Borough the lead. Five 
minutes after that Muir raced after an ill-directed back-pass 
and shot past the advancing Gilbert. Then, before Bedworth 
knew where they were, Jessop rounded Stan Smith and 
centred perfectly for Muir to jump high into the air and leave 
Gilbert standing with a hard header.

In the 65th minute, Gilbert failed to hold a Corbett cross 
which appeared to leave him at the last moment. He dropped 
the ball and Walker, who had followed up was on the spot to 
take the ball by past the prostrate keeper to bang it into the 
empty net to make the score 7-3.
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That ended Borough’s scoring spree and 15 minutes from the 
end, following a corner, the ball ran loose to Chapman, who 
shot into the Borough net.

It should not be imagined that Borough now stand a good 
chance of avoiding relegation. They still have a long way to 
go before that hope can be entertained; but if they fight like 
they did in this game – well, who knows?

 Nuneaton Borough v Bilston 07-01-1958 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Parkinson; Corbett, Aston and 
Whitcroft; James, Carter, Muir, Walker and Jessop.
Bilston: Cooper; Rowley and Wright; Woolley, Bradley and Pearson; 
Richards, Harley, Townsend, Hickman and Whittall.

Borough welcomed Bilston to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 match.

Following the win at Bedworth, Borough gave youth another 
chance with six of the players being under 23, three of those 
under 18. Borough made hard work of winning this game and 
the supporters were glad to hear the final whistle with their 
favourites still holding their shaky grip on the two points.

In the first-half both Muir and Whitcroft hit the woodwork 
of the Bilston goal, with Carter and Muir both missing great 
scoring chances. Carter because he took the ball too close 
to the keeper. Put clean through with only Cooper to beat, 
Muir, instead of taking the ball on and slipping it past the 
keeper, he prefereed to shoot at range and put it straight at 
the keeper.

Then later in the game, with the Borough having a 2-1 lead, 
the home side three times missed the chance to put the issue 
beyond doubt. Twice Walker missed when it appeared much 
easier to score. His second failure was almost unbelievable. 
With Cooper out of goal, Muir put the ball in front of an empty 
net to Walker, who only had to hit the ball home, but instead 
tried to roll the ball over the line, which enabled a full-back to 
clear the ball. Bill Jessop also missed a good chance.

Bilston took the lead in the 35th minute when wing-half 
Pearson shot against a post and Townsend shot the rebound 
into the net. After 65 minutes Carter levelled the scores when 
Parkinson started a move by taking the ball upfield and 
slinging it across to Muir, who slipped it to Carter for the latter 
to prod the ball home. Ten minutes later Carter accepted a 
James’ cross to again beat Cooper.

Although there were occasions when he looked very slow 
indeed and failed to reach balls which he ought to have done, 
Carter more than made amends by scoring both his sides’ goals.

Whether all these youngsters retain their places remains to be 
seen. One thing can be said, however, and that is that since 
these five under 23 players came into the side it has shown 
more fight than hitherto. It was that fight which brought 
these two points. Definitely Borough are a harder side to beat 
now than they were. But there’s still a long way to go before 
the safety zone is reached – that is if it is to be reached.

The Nuneaton Amateur League team which lost 4-3 to Smethwick League 
on Saturday, after leading 3-1. Standing (left to right): R. Dowling, 
H. Harris, J. Skellon, R. Walker, R. Aston, D. Wilson. Seated: R. Hollis, 
F. Heseltine, W. Hopper (capt), B. Thorpe and C. Mitchell. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

 Bromsgrove Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 11-01-1958 
Bromsgrove: Lewis; Purcell and Williams; A. Wainwright, J. Wainwright 
and Bolton; Punter, McCabe, Beddow, Coulson and Smith.
Borough: Mulholland; Canning and Parkinson; Corbett, Aston and 
Naylor; James, Walker, Muir, Carter and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to play Bromsgrove Rovers in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

Borough paid a high price for missing chances during the 
first-half when they were undeniably the better side. As 
always when kicking downhill, the Rovers belted the ball 
towards their opponents’ goal and due to some very bad 
marking by Larry Canning, deputising for Dunn, they soon 
went into the lead. Inside the first few minutes a pass found 
outside-left Smith completely unmarked, and he cut in to 
shoot against the far post from which the ball rebounded into 
the hands of Mulholland.

Three minutes later – in the eighth minute – another pass 
found the winger in the clear and he put the ball low across 
the Borough goal for Punter to shoot into the net. This reverse 
put life into the Borough, and they started a whole series of 
cleverly executed forward moves in which youngsters Carter 
and Walker took the leading roles.

Six minutes after the opening goal, a Borough attack had the 
Rovers’ defence baffled, and it ended in Stan James being 
left with only the goalkeeper, Jack Lewis, to beat, but his 
half-sliced shot sailed wide of the goal. Borough might have 
scored on two other occasions – once when Walker failed 
properly to get hold of the ball when clean through and little 
more than rolled the ball straight to Lewis and once when 
James lifted the ball over the head of the advancing Lewis, 
only to see the ball roll wide of the far post. 

Although Bromsgrove lacked the cleverness of their 
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opponents, they looked more likely to get goals through 
their direct methods, and it came as no real surprise when 
in the 24th minute, Arthur Wainwright made an opening 
which enabled Beddow to score from close range. Borough 
defenders contributed to this goal by laying off the centre-
forward, thinking he might be offside.

After getting a third goal in the 60th minute – A. Wainwright 
headed through a free-kick taken near the corner flag – the 
Rovers ran riot, and for 15 minues or so afterwards the 
Borough defence took a real pasting. Mulholland was almost 
constantly in action and was not entirely blameless in his 
work. Only by packing their goal did Borough stop the Rovers 
going further ahead. Then, in a Borough raid Stan James 
crossed the ball to Carter, who was standing a yard from goal 
with the goalkeeper at the other end. For some reason Carter 
appeared to get lost and attempted to play the ball back to 
Jessop instead of putting the ball into the net.

Then, with five minutes left to play, with the Borough defence 
in a tangle, Beddow got a fourth goal for Bromsgrove, but two 
minutes from time Corbett put a long ball through to Muir 
who had moved out to the right. He came inside and as Lewis 
moved out towards him, slammed the ball past him into the 
far corner of the net.

This game was a bitter lesson to Borough – a lesson which 
proved quite plainly that it’s no use being clever in midfield if 
you are goal shy. Borough had few scoring ideas in this match 
and thereby threw away any chance they might have had of 
picking up a vital point.

 Nuneaton Borough v Atherstone Town 18-01-1958 
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Parkinson; Corbett, Aston and Naylor; 
Walker, Muir, Bedford, Carter and Jessop.
Atherstone: Avery; Gaylor and Duggins; Davies, Reynolds and Kelly; 
Roberts, Roseby, McKaig, Bayles and Walker.

Borough welcomed Atherstone Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Three goals up at half-time and having played well enough 
to suggest they would win in a canter, Borough received a 
set-back in the first-minute of the second session when the 
“Adders” got a goal. Then injuries soon after to centre-half 
Stan Aston and Carter caused such a big reshuffle in the 
home side that later it became not a case of how many goals 
Borough would get, but whether Atherstone were good 
enough to save the game.

Though they took over the initiative from their opponents in 
the second half and often caused trouble, the “Adders” had 
neither the craft nor the shooting power to pull the game 
round. Often they got to close quarters only to blaze the ball 
either high or wide. Twice, however, only brilliant saves by 
Mulholland prevented them from scoring.

Borough well deserved their success, for while they were not 
handicapped by injury, they were much the better side. Well 

supported from behind, the forwards skilfully prompted by 
Carter, who gave an astonishingly good display at inside-left, 
put in some first-class work and generally were too clever for 
the Atherstone defence.

Borough opened their account after ten minutes. Corbett 
started the move with a crossfield lob to Jessop who moved 
inside to send a low ball across goal. A hot tussle in front of 
the Atherstone net followed and when Muir jumped over the 
ball, Carter ran in to thump the ball not only into the net, but 
through it. Goal number two came after 27 minutes when 
Walker put Corbett away and the wing-half moved towards 
the corner flag before dropping the ball in front of goal for 
Muir to head through. Avery got his finger-tips to the ball, but 
could only help it further into the net.

The third goal came just before half-time. Corbett fed Walker 
and moving inside the right-winger cleverly lifted the ball 
over the heads of the Atherstone defenders to Carter, who, 
from near the post, had little trouble in heading past Avery. 
The “Adders” scored their only goal in the first minute of 
the second-half when Walker broke through on the left and 
crossed a low ball bang in front of goal for Roberts to put 
through from close range.

Though the Borough side contained several shining lights, 
“Adders” had only one, Bayles – and even he did not start to 
sparkle until the Borough defence had been upset by Aston’s 
injury. Standing in the open spaces the Atherstone inside-
right continually took the ball through only to see many 
choice passes wasted by those ahead of him

 Bilston v Nuneaton Borough 25-01-1958 
Bilston: Cooper; Bowkley and Wright; Woolley, R. Bradley and Pearson; 
Harley, Hickman, Townsend, B. Bradley and Whittall.
Borough: Mulholland; Dunn and Parkinson; Corbett, Aston and Naylor; 
Walker, Muir, Bedford, Carter and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Queen Street to take on Bilston 
in a Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

As at Bromsgrove, Borough missed the boat in the first-half, 
when they had sufficient easy chances to have at least placed 
themselves in an unbeatable position. In the first minute of the 
game, Bedford found himself with the Bilston goal at his mercy 
from not more than three or four yards’ range. How he managed 
to push the ball wide of the yawning net, only he knows.

Borough went into the lead in the 23rd minute when, 
following a move down the right wing, Corbett pulled the ball 
across for Jessop to take it in his stride and beat goalkeeper 
Cooper with a well-placed shot. Three minutes later Borough 
had a great chance of consolidating their lead when Bedford 
once again was left with only the goalkeeper to beat. As 
he had earlier, he muffed a splendid opportunity. Borough 
held on to their lead until the last minute of the half, when 
Bradley split the defence for Harley to run through and beat 
Mulholland with a low shot.
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That was just the fillip the Bilston side needed and for the 
first 20 minutes of the second half they were the only team in 
the game, largely because a weak-kicking Borough defence 
just couldn’t clear – couldn’t kick a long enough length to get 
the ball out of the danger zone.

It came as no real surprise when Bilston took the lead 
midway through the second half. Borough players protested 
that Harley, who scored the goal from a cross from the left-
wing, pushed the ball into the net with his hand. The referee 
looked across to the linesman, but allowed the goal to stand.

With about ten minutes to go, Muir had a great chance of 
levelling the scores. A Jessop corner kick dropped right at his 
feet in front of goal, but he shot straight at the goalkeeper 
when there was a wide open space in front of him

It should be said that conditions were very bad indeed, and 
once the ball and the players got in the mud it took some 
getting out. In this respect the Bilston defenders were more 
successful then were the Borough lads. Stan Aston found the 
conditions particularly trying and was far from happy.

Bilston had the edge in defence in that they were capable of 
getting the ball away – in other words they mastered the heavy 
underfoot conditions much better than did the Borough, whose 
younger and lighter defenders were invariably struggling.

 Stourbridge v Nuneaton Borough 01-02-1958 
Stourbridge: Newman; Badham and Mack; Allsopp, Russon and Hughes; 
Page, Gibson, Hilliard, Jeavons and Taylor.
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Aston and Corbett; 
Walker, Muir, Bedford, Carter and Jakeman.

Borough made the journey to Stourbridge to play a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

For the third consecutive away match, Borough flattered 
only to deceive. As at Bromsgrove and Bilston they had a 
most encouraging first-half and indeed, led 2-1 until a minute 
before half-time. But by the time the second half was eight 
minutes old they were losing 4-2.

Stourbridge were first to score in the 16th minute when 
Gibson was completely unmarked when a free-kick landed 
right at his feet bang in front of the Borough goal. The visitors 
equalised a minute later when Naylor pushed the ball 
forward to Carter. The latter made ground, moved inside, 
and then pulled the ball back to Corbett, who left Newman 
standing with a great shot.

Borough’s second goal was a masterpiece of combined effort, 
for the ball travelled via Corbett, Whitcroft, Bedford, Muir and 
Whitcroft again before the latter literally walked the ball into 
the net, while the Stourbridge defenders were left standing.

Jeavons equalised for Stourbridge almost dead on half-time. 
Two Borough forwards made a hack of clearing the ball when 
they had every chance to do so. The third goal was the direct 
result of Clifton dropping the ball at Hilliard’s feet; and the 

fourth the result of rank bad marking which allowed Gibson 
to go through unopposed.

There were two crucial phases for Borough in this game. 
Stourbridge had netted to level the scores at 2-2 in the last 
minute of the first-half. In the first-minute of the second 
session, Allsopp, the home right-half, sent across a centre 
which swung viciously towards the underside of the bar. 
Clifton, back in goal after injury, caught the ball, then dropped 
it right at the feet of Hilliard, who banged it home. Thus in two 
minutes Stourbridge had converted a 2-1 deficit into a 3-2 lead.

Three minutes later came the second crucial phase. A clever 
move on the Borough right-wing ended in Bedford swinging 
the ball out to Jakeman who, unmarked, raced in and smashed 
in a real beauty which goalkeeper Newman probably never 
saw. Anyhow he was in no position to save and must have 
heaved a sight of relief when the ball rattled against the bar 
and came back into play.

Following this third successive away defeat after they had 
done so well in the first-half, it has to be asked if the Borough 
defence is lacking in stamina for it has faded away each time 
after a reasonable first-half display.

Manchester United Players Killed In Air Disaster
Seven players are among 21 killed following an air crash 
in Munich. The BEA plane broke out in flames shortly 
after taking off with 38 passengers and six crew on board.

Some of the country’s most promising players are among 
those killed. Known as the Busby Babes, they were team 
captain Roger Byrne, Mark Jones, Eddie Colman, Tommy 
Taylor, Liam Whelan, David Pegg and Geoff Bent.

The chartered aircraft was bringing the Manchester 
United entourage back from a European Cup match 
against Red Star Belgrade in Yugoslavia and had stopped 
at Munich’s Riem Airport to refuel...
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 Nuneaton Borough v Hinckley Athletic 08-02-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
James, Bedford, Muir, Carter and Jakeman.
Hinckley: Meigh; Randall and Champion; Harrison, Bunt and Cooper; 
Smith, Shaw, Taft, Slater and Morris.

Borough welcomed Hinckley Athletic to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

Unlike recent games where the defence has come under fire 
for fading badly in the second half, on this occasion the three 
best players on the field were Borough defenders – Corbett, 
Dunn and goalkeeper Clifton. Corbett did what was expected 
of him; he held the defence together and commanded the 
middle of the field. First he smothered Taft and then blotted 
out his old pal Fred Slater when the two changed places.

Slater was very unlucky on a couple of occasions. Midway 
through the first-half Clifton was going the wrong way for a 
Slater shot, but the ball struck his foot and shot over the bar. 
In the second half only a fine save by Clifton prevented the 
Hinckley centre-forward from scoring.

Considering that after only seven minutes, James was 
injured in a tackle and had to be carried off the field, and 
then returned only as a hobbling passenger, Borough’s 
performance was quite a useful one.

Borough got their feet on the winning trail in the 35th 
minute when, after Muir had missed a sitter from a perfect 
Bedford cross, Carter was brought down in the penalty area. 
Newcomer Jakeman was entrusted with the kick and became 
the first player to convert a penalty this season.

After that Borough’s superiority was never really seriously 
challenged even though there was an odd occasion in the 
second half when better marksmanship might have brought 
a goal for Athletic.

Almost dead on half-time Borough virtually clinched the issue 
with a second goal, Jakeman came in along the dead ball line 
and shot. Pat Meigh got his hands to the ball, lost it, and in 
making a second desperate attempt to clear, put the ball over 
his own line and into the net. James headed Borough’s third 
goal in the 70th minute when Bedford lifted the ball in front 
of goal, and the injured winger, having stolen his way into the 
middle, rose into the air to head the ball home.

The game was probably as good as the conditions would 
allow. A thaw on top of the overnight snow had turned the 
pitch into a quagmire which made ball control and gaining 
a foothold a precarious business. In such circumstances it 
was the obvious policy to use the long ball and to keep the 
wingers on the move.

Despite a wealth of experience in attack, Athletic never 
impressed as a strike force and caused Corbett and Co. 
few truly anxious moments. When they did get right through 
and were on the mark with their shots, Clifton was there to 
thwart them. Borough have every reason to be satisfied with 

their performance having regard to the fact that they had 
only ten sound men for most of the game.

 Gresley Rovers v Nuneaton Borough 15-02-1958 
Gresley: Payne; Cashmore and Parr; Aston, Jones and Sinclair; Crooks, 
Mason, Wilson, McLaren and Hodgkins.
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Walker, Bedford, Manning, Carter and Jakeman.

Borough made the journey to face Gresley Rovers in a 
Birmingham League Divison 1 match. Reserve team player 
Roy Manning came in for his first team debut.

Two beautifully taken goals by newcomer Roy Manning, 
the second in the dying minutes of the game, gained two 
precious points for Borough. If Manning can keep up this 
form, then he is just the man who is needed in the struggle to 
avoid relegation. The centre-forward was very unfortunate 
not to have completed his “hat-trick,” for just before he got 
his side’s winning goal, he broke through to slam the ball 
against the bar and then head the rebound just over.

His first goal in the 27th minute would have done a far 
more experienced campaigner the greatest possible 
credit. Bedford sent Jakeman away and the winger, after 
streaking past Owen Cashmore, pulled the ball back in 
front of goal to an unmarked Manning. The Borough leader 
killed the ball in a flash, glanced up to pick his spot, and then 
beat Payne to a frazzle with a fast rising shot which hit the 
roof of the net.

Manning got the winning goal with only three or four mintes 
of the match remaining. Bazeley pushed the ball through 
the middle. The Gresley backs were caught wide and square. 
Manning raced through and as the goalkeeper advanced drove 
the ball hard and low past him into the bottom of the net.

Gresley were not easily overcome. They had their best spell 
in the latter part of the first-half when, temporarily, the 
Borough inside men failed to stop wing halves Aston, the 
former amateur international, and Sinclair coming through 
with the ball. During this period it took determined tacking to 
keep them out – as it did for a short period in the second half 
after that Walker goal was disallowed. Centre-half Jones did 
not have a happy match against Manning, while Cashmore, 
despite his usual hard tackling, never was able to subdue a 
fast, roving Jakeman.

Arthur Corbett was again a tower of strength at centre-half 
and his coolness rescued his side quite a few times, especially 
in the two brief periods when the Rovers got on top – just 
before half-time and midway through the second half. 
Bazeley had a very good match and like Naylor tackled with 
great determination.

These were two precious points for Borough, who, by and 
large, well deserved them. They not only played some 
exceptionally good football but stayed the course better than 
their opponents.
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 Shrewsbury Town Res. v Nuneaton Borough 22-02-1958 
Shrewsbury: Humphreys; McNab and Skeech; Oliver, Draycott and 
Simpson; Price, Harley, Mayle, Pountney and Hill.
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Morrow, Bedford, Manning, Carter and Jakeman.

Borough made the journey to face Shrewsbury Town 
Reserves in a Birmingham League Division 1 match.

In this gluepot of an anything but Gay Meadow, Borough were 
second fiddlers for most of the game, not so much because of 
a general inferiority in the football sense as to failure to adapt 
their style of play to the shocking underfoot conditions.

The advice given to the Borough lads, especially the wing-
halves and inside forwards, was not to try to work the ball 
through the ankle-deep middle-of-the-field mud but to 
move the ball quickly, and to keep play on the wings, where 
foothold was much less precarious. Shrewsbury must 
have been given the same advice, for they played to that 
pattern the whole game through, which is why they won 
so convincingly. On the other hand, Borough, though often 
getting the ball to the wings, made the fatal mistake of trying 
to plough their way with the ball through the mud and slush 
and became well and truly bogged down.

The chief culprit in this respect was Carter, who continually 
got lost in the midfield quagmire through an irritating habit 
of trying to dribble round an opponent whenever he had the 
ball, even when in the open spaces.

There can be no question at all that the conditions favoured 
the vastly more experienced Shrewsbury side, which 
possessed one of the best attacks the Borough defence has 
encountered this season. Every one of their forwards has 
been a fairly regular first team forward this season. They 
included Jimmy Hill, the former Coventry City player, Price, 
who was having a try-out after injury, Mayle and Pountney.

Shrewsbury opened their account after ten minutes when, 
following a foul by Morrow, Skeech dropped the ball right 
under the bar. As at Stourbridge, Clifton caught and then 
dropped the ball, for Harley to net a simple goal. They scored 
again before half-time when Hill crossed a beauty for Price to 
run in and shoot past Clifton.

Borough fought back gamely after half-time and for 20 minutes 
were the better side. Then came an injury to George Jakeman 
and the end of Borough. He was Borough’s outstanding player 
and a great source of danger to Shrewsbury. He led nearly all 
the attacks on the home goal. McNab could make nothing of 
the elusive winger and was often sent the wrong way. In the 
70th and 82nd minutes Mayle obtained two more goals, one 
following a Corbett error.

While this game was a set-back to Borough’s chances of 
escaping relegation, the visitors played well enough against 
a very good side in appalling conditions to suggest that while 
there’s life there’s hope.

The Battle For Safety
There are quite a number of supporters who feel the present 
young Borough FC side are capable of getting the club out of 
the relegation zone. We hope they are proved right.

There can be little doubt that the club’s chances of avoiding 
the drop into Division 2 of the Birmingham League are 
appreciably brighter than they were – thanks to the fighting 
qualities of these youngsters, backed by the few more 
experienced campaigners.

One thing besides youth favours Borough. That is they have 
far more home than away games to play, which might prove a 
decisive factor.

But there is no room for over-confidence. That could easily 
prove fatal, since several other teams are in the same boat 
and don’t intend to go under if they can possibly keep afloat.

So the Battle for Safety is very much on. It is going to prove a 
hard fight for all concerned – one in which there are likely to be 
many ups and downs, many joys and many disappointments 
before the end of the road – and safety – is reached.

 Nuneaton Borough v Walsall Reserves 01-03-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Walker, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jakeman.
Walsall: Chilvers; Heap and Perkins; Jarman, Jones and Colwick; 
Stewart, Wright, Brown, Jeavons and Taylor.

Borough welcomed Walsall Reserves to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 match.

This was one of the most exciting games of the season with 
the real drama packed into the last eight minutes. At that 
moment Borough seemed to be having no great difficulty in 
holding on to a 3-1 lead.

On paper Borough had little or no chance against a side 
striving for their second successive championship and 
occupying second place in the league table. Yet when it came 
to brass tacks, Borough, after a great fighting display, not 
only won, but won deservedly. Nobody could deny that fact.

Jakeman played a major role in this really first-class game. 
After seven minutes play he took a pass from Carter, flashed 
by full-back Heap, came in along the dead ball line and then 
pulled the ball back to Manning, who promptly shot into the 
net. Nine minutes later, Corbett started a move which was 
carried on by Muir. The latter slipped the ball to Jakeman, 
who quickly moved in to beat Chilvers all ends up with a 
beautifully placed ground shot.

Walsall reduced Borough’s lead on the half-an-hour mark 
when a move which had the Borough’s defence in a tangle, 
ended in Wright closing in and beating Clifton all ends up 
with a fast cross shot.

Ten minutes after half-time Bazeley gave his side a 3-1 lead 
from a free-kick. Jakeman had been brought down a few 
yards from the corner of the penalty area. Expecting the wing-
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half to play the ball to the far post, the Walsall defenders gave 
Bazeley a clear look at goal on the near side – and the ball 
was sent flying into the Walsall net, just inside the post.

Bazeley then put a Walsall corner kick into his own net, to 
give him the honour of scoring at both ends and making the 
score 3-2 into the bargain. Then, with only a minute to go, 
Walker was sent away on the right-wing, and as he cut in, left-
back Perkins brought him down inside the area. The referee 
awarded a penalty without hesitation – and from the spot 
George Jakeman, who is proving the capture of the season, 
hit the ball into the net, well out of the reach of Chilvers.

Altogether, this was a notable Borough success and if they 
continue to show the same fighting spirit – well, who knows, 
they might still escape the drop into the Second Division. 
Walsall must be wondering how their conquerors languish so 
near the foot of the table.

 Nuneaton Borough v Shrewsbury Town Res. 15-03-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Jakeman, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jessop.
Shrewsbury: Humphreys; McNab and Skreech; Simpson, Draycott and 
Harley; Mayle, O’Donnell, Cryba, Pountney and Hill.

Borough welcomed Shrewsbury Town Reserves to Manor 
Park for a Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

This was a very good performance by any standard, for 
Shrewbury played some of the best football seen at Manor 
Park this season. Borough were not able to let up for a single 
moment lest the visitors should snatch the initiative from 
their grasp. Be that as it may, there could be no doubt at all 
that Borough richly deserved their success. Not only did they 
score three times, but Jessop saw a shot strike a defender 
and then hit the woodwork, while Carter smashed a real 
beauty against a post with the goalkeeper nowhere at hand 
and gazing on helplessly as the ball flashed past him.

If Shrewsbury played the more educated football – at times 
it was a joy to watch – Borough, using more direct methods, 
generally looked more likely to get the goals, thanks largely 
to the perseverance of Manning.

The young Borough leader is proving a rare acquisition. 
Nobody would call him an artist with the ball, but he is 
always menacing the opposing defence and in this game had 
a big part in his side’s success, not merely because he scored 
two of the three goals, but by reason of the fact that he 
pegged down centre-half Draycott the whole game through.

George Jakeman proved his versatility by crossing over to 
outside-right and put in another good performance, although 
obviously he is more at home, more impressive on the 
opposite wing.

Borough opened their account in the tenth minute when 
Jakeman cut in and came along the dead ball line. His hard, 
low cross struck a Shrewsbury defender, who banged the 
ball back against the winger, from whom it ran to Muir, who 

promptly cracked the ball into the net. At 40 minutes another 
Borough move ended in Muir lifting the ball in front of goal for 
Manning cheekily to back-heel it into the net.

It was a real mix-up which led to Shrewsbury reducing the 
lead almost on the stroke of half-time. A long, high ball was 
going straight to Corbett, who could easily have headed 
away. Goalkeeper Clifton called for the ball, however, and 
came rushing out of goal. Corbett tried to let the ball go 
through, but it struck his head and the keeper was left 
stranded. The ball ran towards goal and Mayle stretched out 
to prod the ball into the net.

The goal that settled the issue came ten minutes after half-
time. Jessop fed Carter and the latter slipped the ball to 
Manning, who though he must have had very little to shoot at 
put the ball into the net with unerring accuracy.

New Public House Opens In Weddington

The newly opened Anker Inn pub in Weddington. 
 Photo: Nuneaton Observer

Pleasantly situated in Weddington Road, the Anker Inn, a new 
public house which will serve the community of Weddington 
and district, was opened yesterday.

Built for Northampton Brewery Co. Ltd. by G. Cooper and 
Sons (Nuneaton) Ltd., the Inn has an imposing frontage 
surrounded by a neat car park at the front and along the side.

Passing through the main entrance along a glass panelled 
corridor, one is immediately attracted by a light, airy, 
beautifully decorated and tastefully laid out building…

…The licensee of the “Anker Inn,” Mr William John Hardy 
has been in the licensing trade for about five years. Married, 
with an eleven-year-old son, Barry, Mr Hardy is a native of 
Nuneaton. His parents kept the Fox Inn, Attleborough, for 
over 20 years.

Educated at Stockingford County School, he was first 
employed as a reporter with The Observer and later worked 
for the youth employment service.

Since then he has held the licence of the Crystal Palace, the 
Holly Bush Inn and the Hotel Belgrave, Leicester.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 2

360 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Gamesmanship In Football Deplored
“Gamesmanship” which has crept into modern sport was 
deplored by Mr D. H. Howell, MP for Birmingham All Saints 
and a well-known English League referee, when preaching at a 
sports service at Nuneaton Congregational Church on Sunday. 
A collection was taken for the Manchester United Disaster Fund.

Speaking of the need for self-discipline and the observance 
of laws, Mr Howell said he was sorry that referees were 
necessary on the soccer field – or in any other sport – to give 
an interpretation of the rules.

Shirt-Pulling
Today the duties of referees were increasing because of a 
deplorable new trend for which sportswriters had coined 
the world: gamesmanship. After referring to shirt-pulling 
and other forms of gamesmanship, Mr Howell said he was 
surprised that so-called sportsmen went in for such practices.

“There is the man who stands over the ball when somebody 
wants to take a free-kick,” said Mr Howell. “When I 
remonstrated with a player about this he told me that the 
manager had told him to stand there. That is a development I 
do not like to see.”

Recognition Of Authority
Making a plea for the recognition of authority, Mr Howell said: 
“It is necessary to have authority. Without authority there is 
anarchy.” He condemned people who did nothing for society or 
for the church yet expected everything to be done for them.

The service, conducted by the Rev. W. E. Cheesley, was 
attended by the Mayor and Mayoress, Coun. R. and Mrs 
Wilkinson, the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress, Ald. H. J. and Mrs 
Deeming, and representatives of local sport.

 Rugby Town v Nuneaton Borough 22-03-1958 
Rugby: McCormack; Bache and Hargreaves; Livie, Llewellyn and Mason; 
Roberts, Spacey, Awde, Thomas and Wright.
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Walker, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jakeman.

Borough made the journey to play Rugby Town in a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

A last-minute goal by George Jakeman earned Borough 
a precious point on Saturday. It was about the only piece 
of play that brought a cheer in a game in which the teams 
struck rock bottom. Both sides played so badly that neither 
deserved more than a share of the spoils. Neither could have 
pleaded guilty to good marksmanship. Indeed had both 
goalkeepers stayed at home there would probably have been 
no great change to the score.

Borough have a potential goalscorer in Roy Manning – but not 
if the other forwards with the possible exception of Jakeman 
treat him as they did on Saturday. He received no support 
worthy of the name. Muir did little or nothing; Carter always 

appeared to be trying to net from thirty or even forty yards 
range and seldom considered it his duty to feed the other 
forwards. Walker, returning to the side after a fortnight’s 
absence, was out of the game in the first half, when he 
seemed afraid to let himself go. Afterwards, however, he 
gained more confidence and did better.

Manning had a very good shot stopped by the keeper early in 
the game when he showed the Rugby defence a clean pair of 
heels after gaining possession near the half-way line. Then, 
late in the game, he broke through again, but with only the 
goalkeeper ahead of him, played the ball too far forward and 
McCormack was able to dash out of goal and clear.

Rugby were no better than Borough. Their work on the 
shooting range was sadly remiss. Even the goal they got was a 
fluke, a long centre from the left wing by Wright floating across 
goal, striking the far post and then glancing into the net. 

At half-time the ball was changed and we began to see 
something which looked like a game of football. At least there 
were some passes which found their man and some moves 
which bore some resemblance to the real thing. But the 
shooting ... well, the least said the better.

In an effort to liven things up, Corbett and Muir changed 
places and a corner was forced on the Borough right. Corbett 
took the kick and dropped the ball in front of goal. A defender 
got his head to the ball and directed it to Walker. The latter 
pushed it out to Corbett, still on the right wing. The Borough 
skipper again dropped the ball bang in front of the Rugby net 
and Jakeman, who had moved into the middle flashed it into 
the net. No sooner had the game restarted than the whistle 
went for full time.

Borough And The Midland League
Advising Nuneaton Borough and Burton Albion “to think 
twice before leaving the Birmingham League,” a writer in 
a Birmingham sports paper reminds the clubs that eight 
Football League reserve sides have resigned to join the North 
Central League.

“A higher grade of soccer is no doubt a pleasant thought,” he 
writes, “but at the moment neither club is strong financially 
or on the field.

“Nuneaton could easily be relegated to the Second Division 
and if they cannot hold their own in the Birmingham League, 
then I shudder to think what would happen to them in the 
Midland League.

“And both Nuneaton and Burton officials should remember – 
no one wants to watch a losing team.”

Under the heading “A Critical Choice For Nuneaton,” a writer 
in a Leicester sports paper says: “I imagine the Borough will 
require a lot more time to think the matter over...” and asks: 
Would the support at Manor Park justify such a move?”

The same newspaper, commenting on the withdrawal of the 
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League reserve sides from the Midland League, says that 
these clubs have intimated that even if there is no new North 
Central League, they may not return to the Midland League 
because (they say) the opposition is not strong enough.

Since these statements were made it has been announced 
that Peterborough and Boston have applied for admission 
to the Southern League. Without these two sides and the 
reserve sides who have also withdrawn, it is doubtful whether 
the Midland League is now even worth considering.

TV Will Ruin Our National Game
The televising of Saturday afternoon sporting events was 
described as a “menace to soccer” by Mr George Dutton, 
chairman of Birmingham County FA and secretary of 
the Birmingham and District League, at the dinner of 
Stratford-upon-Avon FC.

Mr Dutton said the growth of television was the main 
reason for the falling-off of attendances at football 
matches all over the country.

“If something drastic is not done, television will ruin our 
national game,” he said.

 Nuneaton Borough v Aston Villa A 29-03-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Jakeman, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jessop.
Villa A: Ross; R. Carter and Temple; Elias, Atkinson and Brazier; 
Hinchcliffe, Bamforth, Amos, Atkins and Barrett.

Borough welcomed Aston Villa A to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

For three parts of the game Borough played like lost 
sheep and seemed to be headed anywhere but in the right 
direction. The backs and wing-halves were pegged down 
and at times became so hot and bothered that they lost all 
idea of direction in their clearances. The forwards, like the 
defence, were all at sixes and sevens and but for Manning 
and Jakeman the whole line would undoubtedly have 
disintegrated. The young centre-forward was receiving the 
minimum amount of support from the inside men, who often 
left him to battle single-handed against the Villa defence.

Manning kept chasing everything and looked the only 
Borough forward likely to score. Jakeman, who had to cross 
over to the right wing because of Walker’s illness and to allow 
Bill Jessop to come in on the left wing, was not so effective as 
when operating in his proper place.

For the greater part of the game Villa were without doubt 
the better side and it was fortunate for Borough that Villa’s 
work in front of goal should have been so ineffective or they 
might so easily have found themselves well behind. During 
the whole of the middle part of the game Villa did much as 
they pleased. Their play was far more imaginative and it was 
inevitable that they would take the lead.

Borough took the lead after 13 minutes when Manning 
snapped up a pass near the penalty spot and beat goalkeeper 
Ross with a ground shot. Amos got Villa’s equaliser with a 
hard drive following a partial clearance by Parkinson and 
Barrett put the visitors into a 2-1 lead when he raced through 
to beat the advancing Clifton with a beautifully placed shot.

Manning equalised for Borough when Ross had failed to clear 
properly following a shot by Muir. The centre-forward was 
on the spot to put the ball into the net. Manning’s third was 
the best of the three he scored, and followed a bounce-up by 
the referee. There seemed little danger until the ball came 
to Manning from off the centre-half. In a flash the Borough 
leader had the ball in the net again with a hard cross drive.

If Borough escape relegation – and now their prospects seem 
reasonably good – they should pass a hearty vote of thanks 
to Roy Manning. It was indeed a lucky day when he came 
Borough’s way.

Borough For Southern League?
Although Nuneaton Town FC’s venture into the Southern 
League in the 1920s was such a dismal failure, it would 
appear that the Borough FC, despite the poor support it 
has received in recent seasons, may take the plunge and 
apply for membership once again.

If the directors do agree to apply for membership of the 
Southern League, it could mean either the beginning of 
a new and more successful era or the end of the club. 
It would all depend upon the support received – upon 
whether Nuneaton really wants or does not want a team 
at Manor Park.

 Brierley Hill Alliance v Nuneaton Borough 05-04-1958 
Brierley Hill: Marson; Poyner and Tibbitts; Poulton, Lewis and Nicholls; 
Bowen, Boot, Knight, Thompson and Beech.
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Aston, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Jakeman, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jessop.

Borough made the journey to Brierley Hill Alliance to play a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Borough started off their Easter programme on the wrong 
foot with a weak display at Brierley which merited only one 
thing – defeat. Although Brierley were playing their fourth 
game in eight days they still showed more life than the 
visitors, who never looked like scoring – thanks largely to the 
poorness of their two inside men.

Not that Jessop did much better, for all he continued to do 
was not to try to beat his man but to hit his centres hard 
upfield in the hope that somebody might cotton on to them. 
Usually they went straight to centre-half Lewis or full-backs 
Poyner and Tibbitts.

Jakeman is being wasted on the right wing. At least Borough 
would have one good winger if he were restored to his rightful 
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position on the left-wing. Manning scarcely had a decent pass 
throughout, certainly not a through-ball, with the result that 
he was running up against a brick wall. The defence did not 
do so badly in view of the poor backing they got up front. 
Stan Aston is a better centre-half than wing-half.

Brierley opened their account five minutes after half-time 
when a cross from outside-left Beech was headed through 
near the post by Boot, who appeared to be standing in an 
offside position. They scored again six minutes later when 
another Beech centre was run into the net by Bowen.

 Nuneaton Borough v Tamworth 07-04-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Muir, Bedford, Manning, Jessop and Jakeman.
Tamworth: Lewis; Allsopp and Coggins; Cresswell, Smith and Turner; 
Dodd, Chapman, Storr, Goffin and Whitehouse.

Borough welcomed Tamworth to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 encounter.

Though Tamworth did not get their equaliser until the 85th 
minute, thus depriving Borough of a precious point, there could 
be no argument about the fact that the visitors well deserved 
a draw. If anything, Tamworth were the better side and on 
this showing should experience no great difficulty in escaping 
relegation. On the other hand Borough will have to do better 
than this if they are to make certain of avoiding the drop.

Their defence was shaky, Corbett apart, and was often guilty 
of weak clearances. The attack lacked finish and Manning was 
given little chance by the towering Smith.

Although Tamworth looked the more dangerous when on the 
attack, when it came to rounding off their moves they were 
not a great deal better than Borough.

Both goals, however, had narrow escapes. Tamworth were lucky 
when a Jakeman header hit the underside of the bar and came 
out, while Borough narrowly escaped when centre-forward 
Storr broke through only to shoot wide of an empty net.

Borough scored in the 61st minute when Bedford merely had 
to run the ball into the net from a high cross. Dodd equalised 
with a well-placed drive from a left-wing cross five minutes 
from the end.

 Worcester City Res. v Nuneaton Borough 08-04-1958 

Borough journeyed to St George’s Lane to take on Worcester 
City Reserves in a Birmingham League Division 1 game.

It was unfortunate for Borough that they should have visited 
Worcester on a day when the City were without a Southern 
League fixture, for the home side fielded several of their first 
team players, including Knowles, Bryceland, Cocum and 
Wilcox. Despite that the visitors put up a hard fight and were 
probably worth a point on the run of the play.

Once again, however, their finishing was at fault and possible 
scoring chances were missed in a goalless first half by 

Manning, who shot over the bar after breaking through and 
Eddie Pountney, who played at inside-right.

Clifton appeared to misjudge a long high centre from the left 
wing when, in the second half, Skuse, signed from Exeter City, 
scored for Worcester. Cocum got the other goal.

Late in the game Corbett changed places with Pountney and 
certainly livened up the attack without, however, being able 
to carve out clear-cut openings.

George Green At Manor 
Park
One of Nuneaton’s greatest-
ever soccer players, George 
Green, ex-Sheffield United 
and England wing-half, is 
hoping to be at the match 
against Wolves A tomorrow.

 Nuneaton Borough v Wolves A 12-04-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Jakeman, Merrick, Muir, Whitcroft and Jessop.
Wolves A: Sidebottom; Kelly and Bevan; Thompson, Kyle and Kirkham; 
Mannion, Surante, Stobart, Perry and Reed.

Borough welcomed Wolves A to Manor Park for a Birmingham 
League Division 1 fixture.

Though from half-time onwards Borough were badly 
outplayed by league leaders Wolves A, it was not until nine 
minutes from time that the visitors got their winning goal.

The goal came about after Parkinson came rushing forward 
to clear. The ball suddenly jumped and struck the Borough 
left-back high up on the chest. Under the impression that 
Parkinson had used his hands, the referee awarded the 
Wolves a free kick just inside the Borough half. Thompson 
pushed the free-kick up the right wing to Mannion and the 
latter crossed the ball beautifully to the far post for Stobart to 
move in and head past Clifton from about a yard out.

Though Wolves had had so much of the play in the second 
half after a fairly even first session, their finishing was 
generally so poor that they were a trifle fortunate to take 
both points in the manner they did.

From half-time until the last whistle Borough were penned 
in their own half and against a dog-tired defence the Wolves 
did much as they pleased. Yet taking the game all through the 
number of decent shots they got in could be counted on the 
fingers of one hand.

Merrick missed two good chances for Borough in the first-
half. One of them had to be seen to be believed. From a free-
kick Corbett lifted the ball in front of the Wolves’ goal and 
following a short tussle the ball went to Merrick, not more 
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than a yard out. All the inside-right had to do to open his 
side’s account was either to run the ball into the net or prod it 
over the line. He did neither, but took a swipe at the ball and 
performed the almost impossible task of lifting the ball high 
over the bar.

Even though they have but one more away match to play, 
Borough have got to play much better than this if they are to 
escape relegation to Division 2. There is a very real danger 
they will not escape the drop unless there is a much greater 
sense of urgency in their play. More of the Corbett never-say-
die spirit is needed.

 Nuneaton Borough v Rugby Town 17-04-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Naylor, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Pegg, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jakeman.
Rugby: McCormack; Llewellyn and Bache; Brews, Livie and Brown; 
G. Roberts, Gilbert, Awde, Thomas and French.

Borough welcomed Rugby Town to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

Fighting back after twice being in arrears, Borough went on 
to win 3-2, gaining two points in their relegation battle. The 
winning goal came nine minutes from the end when Borough 
were handicapped by having only ten men, Naylor having 
been taken to hospital with an arm injury.

Ron Pegg, who comes from Coventry Gauge, the same club as 
centre-forward Manning, was making his debut for Borough. 
The home side got off to a bad start, when Rugby took the 
lead in the first two minutes. French evaded Dunn’s tackle 
and after a fine spurt he crossed the ball to Thomas, who 
headed in from knee-high. In reply, Manning flashed a header 
to the far post for McCormack to pull off a good save by 
turning the ball round the post.

There was a dramatic incident in Rugby’s goalmouth when 
Borough were awarded an indirect free-kick only four yards 
from the post. A hectic scramble followed Pegg’s kick and 
the ball cannoned from one player to another before it was 
eventually cleared. Borough had an escape when Awde burst 
into the penalty area past Corbett only to see his shot luckily 
scrambled away by Clifton.

Borough equalised after 20 minutes when Manning headed in 
following a high cross from Naylor. McCormack mishandled 
the ball, which fell just beyond the goal-line. Pegg wasted a 
good opportunity by shooting weakly wide after being put 
through by Carter.

Rugby regained the lead after 25 minutes, with Thomas 
again the scorer. Receiving a through pass from Awde, he 
ran through unchallenged to beat Clifton all ends up as the 
goalkeeper advanced towards him.

Rugby had a penalty appeal turned down before Borough 
drew level after 52 minutes through Manning, who jumped 
high above a wall of defenders to head home a Dunn free-
kick, taken from way out on the right flank.

In spite of Naylor’s injury, Borough fought back pluckily and 
after a brief bout of passing between Manning and Carter, the 
inside-right was only just wide with a right-footed drive.

Immediately afterwards, Jakeman headed over the bar 
a perfectly placed centre from Pegg. Reduced to ten men 
Borough were fighting harder than they had done at any 
previous stage in the game. A wonderful run by Parkinson 
over fully 30 yards, during which he beat two defenders 
ended in the left-back sending in a scorching drive, which 
McCormack managed to push round the post.

Rugby had a couple of shots strike Clifton, who knew little 
about them, before with nine minutes to go Borough, after 
much pressure, took the lead for the first time. It was Manning 
again, who did the trick, forcing home a Jakeman corner kick. 
Rugby were not finished and forced two corners, one of which 
Dunn kicked off the goal-line with Clifton beaten.

 Nuneaton Borough v Stourbridge 19-04-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Bedford, Corbett and Bazeley; 
Muir, Carter, Manning, Jessop and Jakeman.
Stourbridge: Newman; Badham and Mack; Allsopp, Russon and Hughes; 
Page, Farmer, Hilliard, Cole and Stevens.

Borough welcomed Stourbridge to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 fixture.

If one point makes all the difference between Borough 
remaining in Division 1 or going down into the Second 
Division, then they can, with complete justification, complain 
that it was more bad luck that brought about the drop.

Stourbridge were saved by the woodwork on no fewer than 
five occasions. Each time goalkeeper Newman was so out of 
position that all he could do was gaze on and hope for the 
best. In the last 20 minutes the Stourbridge defence must 
have taken the biggest pasting it has received for many a day. 
It was one-way traffic towards the visitors’ goal.

Manning was the unluckiest of players in seeing four of his 
efforts hit the woodwork. Two crashing drives shook the bar 
and two other efforts hit a post. And in the very last minute, 
when Borough were storming the Stourbridge citadel, 
Jakeman slammed another terrific shot against the bar. The 
ball dropped in front of goal and it looked like it would be 
forced over the line. Players were almost piled on top of each 
other and Stourbridge breathed a sigh of relief when the 
referee awarded a free-kick against Borough.

How the Stourbridge goal escaped in those last 20 minutes or 
so, well, it really had to be seen to be believed. It was about 
the luckiest point Stourbridge can every hope to pick up. 
Their goal bore a charmed life.

Borough made up for their wretched first-half display with 
this great-hearted rally which now gained for them the cheers 
and not the jeers of the crowd. The two outstanding players 
on the field were the two centre-halves. Russon stood out for 
Stourbridge and Arthur Corbett for Borough.
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 Nuneaton Borough v Lockheed 26-04-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Bedford, Corbett and Badeley; 
Pegg, Carter, Manning, Muir and Jakeman.
Lockheed: Lines, Jones and Hawker; Dougall, Hancocks and Lewis; 
Hawkins, Knight, Evans, Lane and Burrows.

Borough welcomed Lockheed to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League game.

Borough very nearly completely ruined their chances of 
avoiding relegation by presenting the visitors with a goal 
in the 34th minute after having had enough of the play 
themselves to have made certain of the points.

Up until this gift goal Borough had not only gone into the 
lead through Manning, who took advantage of about the 
only through pass he had in the game to beat Lines with a 
fine shot, but had hit the woodwork of the Lockheed goal on 
three occasions.

First Muir headed on to the bar for right winger Pegg to hit the 
rebound against a post. Then Lines pushed a shot against the 
post. Even though they were only one goal ahead, everything 
seemed to be going Borough’s way until a silly mix-up between 
Clifton and Corbett, who between them lost the ball through 
unnecessary fiddling around on the edge of the penalty area.

The ball eventually ran loose for Lane to rush in and slam the 
ball into an empty net. So, instead of crossing over with a 
winning lead Borough were level pegging and now, obviously 
discouraged, were shaping anything but like a side hoping to 
escape relegation; indeed they looked much more like a team 
with no hope of winning.

After the break, Lockheed, in occasional incursions into the 
Borough half, mainly led by Burrows, looked as though they 
might “sneak” a goal and put paid to all Borough’s hopes 
of staying in the First Division. Had this happened Borough 
could hardly have complained, for a side showing so little 
idea near goal just can’t hope to achieve much.

Then, in the 65th minute came the unexpected. Manning 
pushed the ball through to Muir and the latter piloted the 
ball past Lines into the Lockheed net. The goal proved the 
winner and brought Borough two precious points to keep 
alive their chances of escaping the drop into the lower 
division. But they never really looked safe from defeat until 
the final whistle went.

 Nuneaton Borough v Gresley Rovers 29-04-1958 
Borough: Clifton; Dunn and Parkinson; Aston, Corbett and Bazeley; Muir, 
Bedford, Manning, Whitcroft and Jakeman.
Gresley: Lightfoot; Mullin and Dennis; Aston, Feltwell and Sinclair; 
Crooks, Bradley, Wilson, McLaren and Mason.

Borough welcomed Gresley Rovers to Manor Park for a 
Birmingham League Division 1 game.

Although Borough may now be considered as good as in 

Division 1 of the Birmingham League next season as a result of 
this latest home success on Monday night – blunders by keeper 
Clifton almost proved fatal. Borough ought to have won with 
goals to spare, since from start to finish it was a one-horse 
race territorially.

For 90 per cent of the game Borough were attacking. Their 
approach work was the best for weeks, with Willie Muir a 
shining light on the right wing. Everything in the garden was 
lovely until they reached the penalty area. There, nearly all 
their moves came to an abrupt ending through the inability 
of the forwards to shoot straight and low. Practically all their 
shots went high or wide.

Roy Manning added two more goals to his tally in giving Borough 
a two goal lead. The first one on 29 minutes came about when 
he dashed the ball into the net after the Gresley goalkeeper 
Lightfoot failed to hold a Whitcroft shot. He rushed through his 
second goal after Bedford had headed against the bar.

Borough were leading 2-0 with only 20 minutes to go and 
doing almost as they pleased, they appeared to be well on 
the way to an easy win. Then came a shock, a simple header 
from Gresley centre-forward Wilson found the Borough net 
through Clifton being out of position.

However, Whitcroft got the third and last goal following  
a move in which Muir, Bedford and Jakeman took part. 
With their two goal lead restored, all seemed well, but with 
only five minutes to go Clifton again blundered, letting 
another harmless looking Wilson shot from 25 yards out 
find the net.

Luckily for Borough, this goal came a little too late for Gresley 
to stage something in the nature of a grandstand finish and 
the end came with Borough still leading 3-2.

 Banbury Spencer v Nuneaton Borough 02-05-1958 
Borough travelled to Banbury Spencer on Friday night for the 
final Birmingham League Division 1 game of the season.

It would appear on the surface that Borough took a hiding in 
their final game of the season, but this was not the case.

A goal dead on half-time gave Banbury a highly flattering 3-1 
lead. For the first half-hour of the second half Borough gave 
the Banbury defence a real hammering. Three times shots hit 
the woodwork of the Banbury goal; two shots and a header 
from a worried defender just went by the wrong side of the 
post; and goalkeeper Townsend made two great saves from 
Bazeley and Manning. There were also several near misses.

Everybody felt a Borough goal must come. And it did, Muir 
being the scorer. With the score at 3-2 Borough looked like 
they would get at least a draw. It was not to be, however, for 
Banbury then got two goals in as many minutes, after having 
been right out of the game.

At least three of the winners’ goals were due to defensive 
errors by the visitors. Packwood (3) and Cox (2) scored for 
Banbury and Manning and Muir for Nuneaton.
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What Southern League Football 
Will Cost
Borough FC Directors To Tell Supporters
Why have Nuneaton Borough FC Directors found it necessary 
to arrange a meeting with their supporters’ organisations 
before finally committing themselves to membership of the 
Southern League?

The answer is that already having been in touch with players 
of the calibre needed for anything approaching a successful 
venture into the Southern League the directors estimate that 
a weekly income in the region of £250 will be needed to keep 
the club solvent.

Within the past few days officials of the club have been in 
touch with some Southern League “regulars,” and as a result 
have been able to conjure up a pretty fair picture of the 
financial commitments involved.

Must Be Stepped Up
It is now perfectly obvious that in order to get together a side 
capable of holding its own in the Southern League, not only 
“gates” but “tote” receipts must be stepped up considerably.

The directors feel that it would be financial suicide to try to 
run a Southern League side on anything like present income. 
Indeed, it would be impossible to do so.

Not only will the club need a player-manager, but wages the 
like of which the club has never paid before will be necessary 
if the club is to compete on anything like an equal footing 
with other clubs.

Weekly Wages
It is also recognised that if supporters do want Southern 
League football, they must be prepared to pay more at the 
turnstiles. One thing the directors will have to face up to is 
the fact that Southern League players are likely to demand 
weekly wages which mean, play or not, they will have to be 
paid. Few, if any, will accept “play or no pay” conditions.

Altogether the club has many difficulties to face and it is as 
well that those people who are clamouring for better class 
football, should know that entry into the Southern League 
may be either the making or breaking of the club. It will either 
sink or swim – according to the support it receives both at the 
turnstiles and through the “tote.”

Borough Elected To The Southern 
League
Nuneaton Borough FC was one of 17 new clubs elected to the 
Southern League this week. Other Birmingham League clubs 
elected were Burton Albion and Rugby Town.

The other new teams elected were Wellington Town, Bexley 
Heath and Welling, Boston United, Cambridge City, Corby Town, 

Dover, Folkestone Town, King’s Lynn, Lanelly, Peterborough 
United, Trowbridge Town, Tunbridge Wells United and Wisbech 
Town. There is still a vacancy for one more club.

Borough have been elected to the North-West Section. 
The sections are: North-West: Boston, Burton, Wellington, 
Wisbech, Peterborough, Nuneaton, Corby, Kettering, Rugby, 
Kidderminster, Worcester, Hereford, Cheltenham, Gloucester, 
Merthyr, Llanelly Lovells, Bath, Barry and Headington. South-
East: King’s Lynn, Cambridge United, Cambridge City, Bedford, 
Chelmsford, Dartford, Gravesend, Bexley Heath and Welling, 
Trowbridge, Guildford, Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells, Dover, 
Folkestone, Yeovil, Hastings, Exeter, Poole and Weymouth.

Other Clubs Furious With Borough
By withdrawing from the Birmingham League after signifying 
their intention to carry on, Burton Albion, it is believed, can 
be called on to pay a fine varying between £50 and £100.

Borough and Rugby who, like Burton, are now members of 
the Southern League could be similarly liable if they decided 
to leave the league as well.

Writing in a Birmingham newspaper, Rod Davies says other 
clubs in Division 1 of the Birmingham League are furious with 
Borough, Burton and Rugby “because they argue, rightly, that 
the reserve teams are not likely to be up to standard.”

“But,” he goes on to say, “I can see nothing in the rules which 
would ban the three clubs concerned. Indeed the reserve 
sides of Southern League clubs, Hereford and Worcester, are 
already in Division 1...”

Will Borough FC Be Expelled?
Writing in a Birmingham newspaper, a sports writer 
expresses the view that both Nuneaton Borough and 
Rugby Town may be expelled from running their reserve 
sides in the Birmingham League next season.

The question is to be decided at the league’s annual 
general meeting next month.

Burton Albion, who, like Nuneaton Borough and Rugby 
Town, have been accepted into the Southern League, are 
likely to be fined £50 to £100 for withdrawing from the 
Birmingham League.

Season Review 1957-58
Young Players Pulled Boro’ Out Of Trouble

From the point of view of football, this has probably been 
Borough’s worst ever season and only on goal average did the 
club avoid the drop into Division II. Not that it now matters a 
very great deal seeing that next season Borough’s senior side 
will be operating in the reconstituted Southern League.

The season proved one thing, however, and that is that the 
Birmingham League four-up-and-four-down system has the 
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merit of keeping alive interest until the very last kick of the 
season. But for this interest, goodness knows what Borough’s 
“gates” would have been these last few weeks. As it was they 
were bad enough. 

When a team does badly the directors always get kicked 
around. But the fact is that under their control the team 
pulled through. At one stage Borough were firmly entrenched 
at the foot of the league table with only four points, 
representing one win and two draws. The experienced 
players got together by Kelly, having failed to “come off,” the 
Borough directors decided to pin their faith in younger men, 
indeed had little alternative at that juncture.

That their policy succeeded despite indifferent performances 
is proved by the fact that the team picked up another 29 
points from 26 games – more than a point a game. This 
proves beyond doubt that, despite the criticism which 
has been levelled at them, these young players, very ably 
skippered by Arthur Corbett, have done a good job of work.

Nothing Spectacular
There has been nothing very spectacular about their play; 
they have merely worked hard and fought hard. If they had 
played together the whole of the season, there is no doubt at 
all that there would have been no question of relegation.

Where Borough were never really secure all the season was 
in goal and mistakes in that department have cost the club 
dearly. First there was Bradley, then Mulhollland and finally 
Clifton. Both Bradley and Clifton made far too many blunders 
and amateur Mulholland was probably the soundest of 
the three.

Jack Dunn has proved a most useful right-back, his fearless 
kicking and tackling often pleasing the crowd. Parkinson 
improved by leaps and bounds as the season progressed.

Able Skipper
Arthur Corbett was probably the best of the centre-halves 
played during the season, even though that is not his correct 
position. Stan Aston, however, showed very great promise 
indeed and could easily develop into a fine pivot. Bazeley and 
Naylor rendered useful service in the wing-half positions.

The attack was never really strong, and always lacked guile 
in the inside positions. This was particularly noticeable when 
Roy Manning, one of the brightest of the young players, 
came in to lead the attack. Manning immediately made his 
presence felt by reason of his hard shooting and hard running 
and undoubtedly would have scored many more goals with 
better support from the inside men.

After Stan James’ injury , Borough never possessed an 
adequate right-winger. The same applied to the opposite 
wing after Jessop was hurt until Jakeman was secured late in 
the season. He proved a most capable winger but sometimes 
his effectiveness was reduced by being switched from one 
wing to another.

Muir Faded
Willie Muir started the season very well indeed and quickly 
established himself as a goalscorer. Then, however, he fell 
away and was finally replaced as leader by Manning, Muir 
lacked punch as an inside forward, but towards the end of 
the season had a few most useful games on the right wing.

Manning was easily the club’s most consistent goal-getter, 
scoring 15 goals in 16 matches. Muir scored his 24 goals in 43 
games. The scoring chart is as follows:

Muir .............................................................. 24
Manning ....................................................... 15
Bedford .......................................................... 7
Carter ............................................................. 7
Jakeman ........................................................ 6
Whitcroft......................................................... 5
James ............................................................. 5
Canning .......................................................... 3
Corbett ........................................................... 2
Walker ............................................................ 2
Merrick ........................................................... 1
Bazeley ........................................................... 1
Opponents ..................................................... 1
Total ............................................................. 79

Borough’s full playing record for the season was:

P45 W17 D8 L20 F81 A90

Birmingham League
Final Table 1957-1958 
 P W D L F A Pts
Wolves “A” 38 24  6  8 116  64 54
Walsall Reserves 38 24  4 10 83  60 52
Brierley Hill Alliance 38 22  6 10 82  61 50
Bromsgrove 38 19  5 14 85  65 43
Bilston 38 21  1 16 85  65 43
Stourbridge 38 17  9 12 67  63 43
Lockheed 38 17  7 14 73  52 41
Shrewsbury Reserves 38 17  7 14 85  71 41
Banbury 38 18  4 16 76  63 40
Hereford Reserves 38 15  8 15 63  59 38
Burton 38 14  8 16 60  65 36
Tamworth 38 14  7 17 57  57 35
Nuneaton Borough 38 13  7 18 69  79 33
Hinckley Athletic 38 14  5 19 69  81 33
Bedworth Town 38 12  9 17 61  78 33
Worcester Reserves 38 13  7 18 48  69 33
Aston Villa “A” 38 13  7 18 68  92 33
Rugby Town 38 12  8 18 50  70 32
Gresley 38 10  5 23 59 100 25
Atherstone Town 38 8  6 24 46  88 22
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Borough’s Southern League Move
More Money Needed
After going through the figures very carefully, we shall need 
at least £175 to £180 a week to run a side in the Southern 
League and another £85 for the Birmingham League side. 
That means we need an income of £260 a week from gates 
and other sources to keep ourselves afloat.”

So Mr Reg Carris, chairman on Nuneaton Borough FC directors, 
told members of the Supporters’ Club at a joint meeting on 
Monday night. He said the figures had been arrived at from 
inquiries made. They were not over-estimated. It meant that 
the “tote” had to be doubled at least.

At the outset, Mr Carris said the reason for calling the meeting 
was to discuss the possibility of the Borough joining the 
Southern League. They had been accepted as members, 
but had not yet joined at that moment. It all floated around 
finance as to whether they were able to run a successful team 
in the Southern League

Kept Colours Flying
He called upon the Supporters’ Club, which had helped to 
keep the colours flying at Manor Park, to put their cards on 
the table as far as finance was concerned.

In the Southern League, the expenses would be considerably 
more than in the past. The class of football was of a very 
much higher standard. In fact, people in the higher circles 
were saying it would be equal to Third Division; probably 
better than Fourth Division.

This couldn’t be done on bus tickets, it had got to be 
measured in terms of cash. Attendances must go up, and 
furthermore prices would have to be increased according to 
the rates of the Southern League.

Very Good Work
The Supporters’ Club had done very good work with the 
“tote,” but it had to be increased considerably if the venture 
into the Southern League was going to be successful.

One Supporters’ Club member pointed out they could not get 
anyone else to take the cards. “We cannot do anything more 
– people are not interested,” she said.

Another member stated that too many other “totes” for 
charities were clashing with theirs. “We have so many “totes” 
to compete against,” he said.

A club director, Mr J. G. Till, said it was useless entering the 
Southern League on a 1s. 6d. gate. On the assumption they 
could raise the “tote” to £100 a week and get an average 
Southern League gate of 2,500 at 2s. and a Birmingham 
League gate of £50, they could just about pay their way.

Prepared To Take Plunge
Asked by a member if they were asking for a guaranteed 
amount from the “tote” before they were prepared to take 

“the plunge,” Mr Carris replied: “We are prepared to take the 
plunge, but it is no good going into this thing with your head 
in the sand.”

Mr Till said unless the £260 were forthcoming it was going to 
be financial suicide. There was no point in talking about the 
Southern League unless the extra money was available.

With the attraction of television, he didn’t think they would 
get an average gate much above 2,500. Gates of 4,000 to 
5,000 were a thing of the past. On top of that they had to face 
up to the fact that players would want weekly wages and not 
match wages.

Concluding the meeting, Mr Carris said: “I feel – and I feel 
sure my fellow directors do – that you have given us the 
confidence tonight to go forward.

Borough Player-Manager Short 
List Prepared
Having failed to secure the services of Arthur Rowley, 
Leicester City inside-left and leading goalscorer for many 
seasons past, Nuneaton Borough FC directors have prepared 
a short list of the other candidates for the job.

The players on the short list include:

Angus Morrison, the former Derby County and Preston 
forward, who was with Millwall last season

Jack Haynes, inside-forward, who has assisted West 
Bromwich Albion, Leicester City and other league clubs; and

Ken Grieves, the Lancashire County cricketer, and former 
Manchester City, Bury and Stockport goalkeeper.

A fourth applicant for the job, Gregory, formerly of West Ham 
and Scunthorpe, has secured an appointment elsewhere.

Haynes was interviewed yesterday afternoon, Morrison is due 
to be interviewed this afternoon (Friday); while Grieves will 
be interviewed at the weekend.

It is likely that the directors will reach a definite decision 
on Monday night, as they are anxious that the new player-
manager should start team building right away.

Angus Morrison Borough’s New Player-Manager
It has been announced that the former Derby County 
and Preston North End left-winger Angus Morrison has 
been appointed to the position of player-manager for the 
1958-59 season. Morrison played 15 games for Millwall 
last season, scoring four goals. He has made well over 
300 league appearances, including the 1954 FA Cup final, 
when he was on the losing side for Preston against West 
Bromwich Albion.

The player-manager is expecting to be able to announce 
some new signings in the near future.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 2

368 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Borough, Rugby And Burton Each Fined £100
The maximum fine of £100 in each case was imposed on 
Nuneaton Borough, Burton Albion and Rugby Town, at the 
adjourned annual meeting of the Birmingham and District 
League on Monday night.

The three clubs have joined the Southern League and have 
been fined for resigning from the Birmingham League after 
the official date for resignation – March 31.

In contrast to the annual meeting a fortnight ago, when there 

was a heated discussion, Monday night’s meeting was a 
quiet, almost formal affair.

Without discussion, the club delegates accepted the 
recommendation of the executive committee that the 
maximum fine should be imposed in each case, and that each 
club must pay it within 28 days.

Leicester City were elected members of the Second Division, 
and the constitution of the League next season will now be 18 
clubs in the First Division and 20 in the Second Division.
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Sutton Town — Preliminary 
Round
Borough journeyed to Sutton Town for 
a Preliminary Round FA Cup tie.
Sutton: Taylor; Lines and Beach; Lander, 
Haycock and Perks; Goodison, Horlick, 
Roberts, Watson and Brown.

Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; 
Canning, Corbett and White; James, Bedford, 
Muir, Carter and Jessop.

Borough will have to do a great deal 
better than this if they are to make 
much headway in this season’s FA Cup 
competition. 

Once again they played some very 
good football, especially in the first-half 
when they dominated proceedings, 
but what is the use of weaving pretty 
patterns if a team can’t complete the 
picture? For the first 20 minutes Sutton 
were penned in. Time and again their 
defence was split, but the ball did 
everything but find its way into the net.

Three shots whizzed just over the bar; 
another flashed the wrong side of the 
post; a header from new inside-left 
Barrie Carter, from Collycroft, was a 
little too high. Muir swept the ball wide 
with a good chance and Carter missed 
the best scoring chance of the half.

Yes, it was a pretty one-sided first-half, 
yet as so often happens when one side 
dominates the proceedings without 
being abole to score, the other breaks 
away and steals a goal. This rebuff for 
Borough came after half-an-hour’s 
play when while visiting defenders 
were appealing for offside, inside-left 
Watson went through to beat Bradley.

That goal shook Borough, who never 
produced the same brand of football 
afterwards. Though they still had far 
more of the play than the home side, 
their early confidence had gone and 
the engine which ran so smoothy early 
on began to spit and splutter.

Six minutes after half-time Muir 
slammed in an equaliser, which went 
into the net off the underside of the 
bar. Still Borough struggled to play to 
their previous level.

Whenever centre-forward Ken Roberts, 
the former Villa player, who adopted 
a Don Revie type role, playing deep, 
gained possession, the Borough 
defence appeared to panic.

It was not surprising that 20 minutes 
after half-time, as the culmination of 
a movement started by Roberts, that 
Watson should again have given the 
home side the lead.

Borough’s play now became much 
more desperate than controlled. Often 
they threatened only to deceive, and 
yet in one attack, ten minutes from 
time, Muir crashed a real beauty past 
the helpless Taylor to save the game.

Borough’s most persistent forward was 
Bedford, who was in the thick of the 
fight from start to finish.

Sutton Town — Preliminary 
Round Replay
Borough welcomed Sutton Town to 
Manor Park for a Preliminary Round FA 
Cup replay.
Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; 
Canning, Corbett and White; James, Bedford, 
Muir, Carter and Jessop.

Sutton: Taylor; Lines and Beach; Horlick, 
T. Haycock and Perks; Goodison, Sharples, 
Watson, A. Haycock and Brown.

A brilliant hat-trick by Willie Muir, 
two goals coming from fine headers, 
enabled Borough to beat Sutton Town 
in the FA Cup replay on Thursday.

Muir earned applause for a piece of 
quick thinking which carved out a 
chance for Nuneaton. When tackled 40 
yards out he backheeled the ball and 
put James in the clear. The outside-
right shot too soon, but even so, Taylor 
was thankful to scoop a low shot into 
his arms at the second attempt.

Canning next tested Taylor with a long 
shot, and then Muir headed wide when 
presented with a good opening. Taylor 
had to concede a corner in dealing with 
a high lob from Carter. Bedford and 
Canning also tried shots at goal, but 
the inside-forward was too high and 
the wing-half was much too wide.

A solo effort by James, who burst 
through the centre, ended in the 
outside-right firing in a left-footed shot 
which Taylor did well to tip on to the 
bar and the ball was cleared.

Muir gave Borough the lead five 
minutes from half-time. He hooked 
the ball into the goalmouth from the 
inside-left position, the ball hitting a 
defender before entering the net.

A minute before half-time Sutton 
equalised when a mistake by Corbett 
let in A. Haycock who scored with a 
great shot from 30 yards.

After 58 minutes Muir put Borough 
in front again, heading home a neat 
Jessop cross. Only seconds earlier, he 
had missed a gilt-edged chance and 
hit a post with a header in exciting 
incidents in the Sutton penalty area.

Maintaining the pressure Borough 
increased their lead in the 67th minute 
and once again it was Muir who did the 
trick. The centre-forward completed 
his hat-trick with a glorious header 
from a perfectly placed Jessop centre, 
the ball entering the net in the angle of 
the woodwork. Goalkeeper Taylor had 
no chance. 

Bilston — 1st Qualifying 
Round
Borough welcomed Bilston to 
Manor Park for a 1st Qualifying Round 
FA Cup tie.
Borough: Bradley; Dunn and Paxton; 
Canning, Corbett and Whitcroft; James, 
Bedford, Muir, Kelly and Jessop.

BIlston: Cooper; Bowkley and Wright; 
Woolley, R. Bradley and Pearson; Richards, 
B. Bradley, Townsend, Harley and Whittall.

After scoring twice in the first ten 
minutes against Bilston, who had not 
been beaten in 32 games, Borough 
allowed themselves to be lured into 
what fell a little short of an “all’s 
fair in love and war” affair, in which 
practically everything but skill was 
used by the contestants. So what 
should have been a memorable game 
became a shambles.



Nuneaton Borough 1945-1958 – Part 2

370 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Bilston were not entirely to blame for 
this game developing into something 
akin to “a free for all,” Borough, after 
scoring their two goals, joined forces 
in producing what could only be 
described as an apology for the real 
thing.

Part responsibility should also be borne 
by the referee for allowing the game 
to drift as it did, and for some most 
extraordinary decisions. He bewildered 
both players and spectators alike 
and at the end of the game the crowd 
demonstrated against him.

As much as Borough were to blame 
for their part in this debacle, the fact is 
that they deserved to win by reason of 
their early superiority which brought 
them their two goals, and because of 
their comeback in the last ten minutes 
or so when both Bedford and Jessop 
went close to increasing their two-
goals lead, the latter with a shot which 
hit the inside of the far post and rolled 
across the Bilston goal.

Laurie Kelly made his second 
appearance of the season, again  
at inside-left. After this display, 
however, he will hopefully come to 
the conclusion that he is not an inside 
forward, and that he is injuring his 
reputation as a full-back by trying to 
convert himself into a forward.

Borough had the encouragement of a 
goal after only four minutes’ play, when 
Kelly fed Jessop whose return pass 
near a post was cottoned on to by both 
Bedford and Kelly and in the scuffle 
which ensued R. Bradley headed 
through his own goal. Goal number two 
came six minutes later, Jessop crossing 
the ball to Bedford who closed in and 
beat Cooper from close range.

Eighteen minutes after half-time 
Bilston were awarded a free-kick for 
an infringement by Corbett. The ball 
was placed  in front of goal and during 
the general mix-up Paxton handled the 
ball. Bowkley took the kick but shot 
almost straight at Bradley who, for the 
second successive Saturday, saved a 
penalty kick.

Without doubt victory went to the 
side which deserved to win. However, 
Borough would probably have won 
more decisively had they not so easily 
been persuaded to mix it.

Brierley Hill Alliance - 2nd 
Qualifying Round
Borough travelled to Brierley Hill for a 
2nd Qualifying Round FA Cup tie.
Brierley Hill: Marson; Poyner and Tibbetts; 
Dunn, Lewis and Nicholls; Beach, Boot, 
Knight, Meaking and Laing.

Borough: Bradley; Paxton and Pollard; 
Canning, Corbett and Bazeley; James, 
Bedford, Muir, Whitcroft and White.

Borough would still have been in the 
FA Cup were it not for a bad decision 
by the referee, who changed his mind 
after awarding the visitors a penalty 
midway through the second half when 
they were leading by a great Bedford 
first-half goal, and some more poor 
goalkeeping by Bradley, who allowed 
a ball to bounce over his head into the 
net and was also at fault with two  of 
the other three Brierley goals.

The penalty incident made the 
Brierley supporters smile and the 
Borough followers almost bury their 
heads in disgust. It happened after 17 
minutes of the second half. A long ball 
was pushed upfield inside full-back 
Tibbetts. It was just the sort of ball 
James likes best of all. Off went the 
winger like a hare. At the edge of the 
area he passed Tibbetts and was fully 
the best part of three yards inside the 
box when the full-back whipped him 
up from behind.

Without the slightest hesitation the 
referee pointed to the penalty spot as 
everybody expected him to. Muir was 
in position to take the kick when the 
referee ran up to two Brierley players 
who persuaded the referee to consult 
the linesman, after which the referee 
changed his mind and awarded Borough 
a free-kick inches outside the area.

Bedford opened the scoring for 
Borough with an absolute cracker. 
White, who did quite well on the 

left-wing in the first-half, put across a 
beautiful in-swinger from a corner kick 
and closing in at speed and jumping 
higher than everybody else, the inside-
right really cracked the ball home with 
his head giving the visitors a 1-0 lead 
which they still held at half-time.

Encouraged by this let-off, Alliance 
raced straight to the other end, and 
the ball was lobbed into the Borough 
goalmouth. Up went Corbett and Boot 
for the ball, which went off Boot’s head 
into the net, as the goalkeeper stood 
slightly out of his goal.

Four minutes later Laing lofted the ball 
towards goal. Bradley came out of goal 
and the ball bounced in front of him 
and thence over his head into the net. 
A minute later Beach rounded a 
Borough defender and crossed the ball 
in front of goal for Knight to side-foot 
the ball past Bradley, who was in no 
way to blame this time.

Thus, in five minutes, Brierley had 
transformed a 1-0 deficit into a 3-1 
lead. It seemed that the second 
Alliance goal –  the one when the 
ball bounced over Bradley’s head – 
following so quickly after the penalty 
award disappointment, had knocked 
all the stuffing out of Borough who 
were all at sixes and sevens.

Then, five minutes from the end, James 
again rounded Tibbetts, and lifted 
the ball in front of goal for Bedford to 
head a second very fine goal for the 
Borough to make the score 3-2. Would 
they save the game? The answer came 
a couple of minutes later when Brierley 
got their fourth and final goal. This 
time Knight received the ball in front 
of goal but was forced over to the right 
wing where, from an acute angle, he 
swung round. Instead of moving across 
and narrowing the angle, Bradley still 
stood in the middle of goal and the ball 
passed between his outstretched hand 
and the near post. That was the end 
for Borough.

Once again Borough were severely 
weakened, having to take the field 
without Dunn, Jessop and Laurie Kelly.
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371 Nuneaton’s Footballing Heritage

Birmingham League Division 1: Fixtures, Results & Scorers- 1957-58   Nuneaton Scores First

Date Opposition Venue Competition Score Scorers
08.24 Hereford United Reserves A L 1-3 Bedford
08.31 Bedworth Town   H L 4-6 Muir (3), James 3640
09.07 Sutton Coldfield Town A FACP 2-2 Muir (2)
09.09 Lye Town H BSC1 2-1 Carter, Muir
09.12 Sutton Coldfield Town H FACPr 3-1 Muir (3)
09.14 Atherstone Town A L 4-0 Muir (2), Bedford, James
09.16 Burton Albion A L 1-4 Carter
09.21 Bilston H FAC1Q 2-0 Bradley (o.g.), Bedford 3678
09.28 Hinckley Athletic A L 2-3 Whitcroft, Bedford 2442
10.05 Brierley Hill Alliance A FAC2Q 2-4 Bedford (2)
10.12 Halesowen Town H BSC2 0-2  2141
10.19 Walsall Reserves A L 0-1 
10.26 Worcester City Reserves H L 1-2 Canning
11.02 Lockheed A L 1-3 Muir
11.09 Bromsgrove Rovers H L 1-1 Muir
11.16 Aston Villa “A” A L 2-2 James, Merrick
11.23 Brierley Hill Alliance H L 0-1 
11.30 Wolves “A” A L 1-2 Canning
12.07 Banbury Spencer H L 3-0 James, Muir, Corbett
12.14 Burton Albion H L 2-2 Whitcroft, Muir
12.21 Hereford United Reserves H L 1-1 Muir
12.26 Tamworth A L 1-5 Whitcroft
12.28 Bedworth Town A L 7-4 Muir (3), Walker (2), Canning, Carter
01.04 Bilston H L 2-1 Carter (2) 1574 
01.11 Bromsgrove Rovers A L 1-4 Muir
01.18 Atherstone Town H L 3-1 Carter (2), Muir 1678
01.25 Bilston A L 1-2 Jessop  
02.01 Stourbridge A L 2-4 Corbett, Whitcroft
02.08 Hinckley Athletic H L 3-0 Jakeman (2), James 1827
02.15 Gresley Rovers A L 2-1 Manning (2)
02.22 Shrewsbury Town Reserves A L 0-4 
03.01 Walsall Res H L 4-2 Jakeman (2), Manning, Bazeley
03.15 Shrewsbury Town Reserves H L 3-1 Manning (2), Muir 1795
03.22 Rugby Town A L 1-1 Jakeman
03.29 Aston Villa “A” H L 3-2 Manning (3) 1727
04.05 Brierley Hill Alliance A L 0-2 
04.07 Tamworth H L 1-1 Bedford
04.08 Worcester City Reserves A L 0-2 
04.12 Wolves “A” H L 0-1  1752
04.17 Rugby Town H L 3-2 Manning (3)
04.19 Stourbridge H L 0-0  1656
04.26 Lockheed H L 2-1 Manning, Muir 1278
04.29 Gresley Rovers H L 3-2 Manning (2), Whitcroft
05.02 Banbury Spencer A L 2-5 Manning, Muir

KEY :  L = Birmingham League Div.1,  FAC = F.A.Cup,  BSC = Birmingham Senior Cup
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